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MT. PLEASANT CHRISTIAN ACADEMY
Upper West Side | Harlem

A Community School with a World Vision





Program Synopsis

Introduction

Mt. Pleasant Christian Academy (MPCA) is a tax-exempt, not-for-profit educational institution providing the greater New York City community with a fully accredited academic program meeting the needs of students from kindergarten through high school. MPCA presents its students with a positive learning environment combining Christian experiences and the promotion of academic excellence thereby setting the context for the enhancement of quality life options. 
The Board of Directors of Mt Pleasant Christian Associates, the parent entity under which MPCA is established, desires that this institution be regarded among the premier providers of primary and secondary education in the greater New York City metropolitan area. We pursue this goal while at the same time seeking to make the MPCA experience affordable and available to a diverse group of families. Toward this goal we engage a series of aggressive fund-raising activities that employ the skills and talents of a forward thinking community; including a highly invested parent base, a willing church community, the Brick Building for Education Council, and a solid financial approach to fiscal management. Since its inception in the fall of 1982, MPCA has served hundreds of families who choose quality education for their young people. Ongoing creative efforts continue to improve the quality, integrity and reach of the programs. The success of these efforts is manifested in our growing list of graduates who matriculate in higher education, the business community and develop as productive community- minded citizens. We seek to extend the positive perception that the MPCA educational enterprise enjoys in and beyond the Harlem, New York community.

Major challenges face MPCA for the future. These include the uncertainties brought on by property tax changes, facility and capital requirements, the impact of alternative education programs, current debates about school vouchers and faith based community program support, and the current recession within the American economic framework. The Board of Directors, staff, and volunteers continue to work toward providing a quality experience in the most effective and efficient manner possible with optimism for the future of this exceptional organization. Research indicates that schools similarly situated have an average life of about five years.
Mission Statement

Mt. Pleasant Christian Academy inspires students to creatively identify and become actively involved in generating opportunities for their own future enhancement balanced by a sensitivity to community responsibility.  We pursue this mission by helping young people and their families develop:
· a high level of spiritual awareness based upon the principles of God’s Word

solid moral grounding based upon practical experiences designed to evoke caring sensitivity to the importance of the varying dimensions of  community systems and life
positive-minded critical thinking habits based upon a healthy assessment of the realities of the present day political economy 

· a holistic perspective about the intimate and myriad connections between Spirit, Mind, Body and how to maximize these assets; and, 

· the unshakable conviction that excellence is its own reward
We measure success by gauging the extent to which students internalize these competencies and skills. Students are rewarded for exemplifying the spirit of this mission as they develop.

History

Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church was established October 1, 1925 in Harlem, New York.  For eighty plus years its members and supporters have ministered to the greater New York community by serving the needs of hurting people through spiritual, economic, and intellectual development.  In the summer of 1982 the Trustees and Official Board of Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church approved the recommendation of Pastor Charles D. Eatman to sponsor the establishment and development of an academic educational institution as part of the ministry; this school, Mt. Pleasant Christian Academy (MPCA) received its first cohort of students ranging from kindergarten through tenth grade in the Fall of 1982.  For more than twenty-five years now, “The Academy” has been addressing the needs of young people and families in Harlem, the Upper West Side of Manhattan and throughout the metropolitan area. 

In 1993, responding to the need to extend the reach of Mt. Pleasant Ministries further into the community, a separately incorporated entity, Mt. Pleasant Christian Associates was founded.  Mt. Pleasant Ministries celebrates a rich history of community amelioration through holistic investment in the lives of people by the enabling power of the Holy Spirit. One key aspect of the comprehensive vision is an acute focus on academic preparation as a critical aspect of personal development. 

Situation Analysis

The need for high quality education is validated and magnified by a rich literature base that attributes long-term value to students who participate in quality academic programs. Numerous studies document the direct value of youth participation in church related activities and religious based education. These studies indicate a direct correlation demonstrating that involvement in religious based education results in reducing the potential for young people to become intensely involved in drugs, illicit sex, crime, gang-related activities and behaviors not conducive to realizing quality life aspirations. Research indicates the economic, social and personal value of "investing" in the lives of children in a positive and constructive manner avoids the social and penal system costs that may later result. To meet this need, MPCA offers an experience that serves as an inspirational base for students as it pertains to their academic aspirations, but perhaps more importantly, their quality of life expectations. These important benefits continue to validate the MPCA concept. Currently there are fifty students enrolled in the school 

The MPCA Difference

There is no question about the value added to the academic acumen of students who study at MPCA, even for a short time.  For example:

· A comprehensive diagnostic assessment provides a clear picture of a student’s strengths and weaknesses so that a realistic and achievable plan for academic growth can be developed.  This includes an eclectic, individually based approach to curriculum (Accelerated Christian Education) that is both soundly structured and adaptable to students needs. This award winning curriculum is complemented by innovative programs developed by a team of seasoned educators who have expertise in a range of pedagogical areas including human development, early childhood education, reading, special education, student aspirations and social foundation of education, to name a few.

· Typically, new students increase two years or better in reading and math within the first year of enrollment

· Pre-school students on average begin reading with confidence at three and four years of age

· Within one year, students enrolled in the program have an overall achievement base of at least three levels as measured by the curriculum.

· 86% of the students who enter MPCA with significant academic deficits make a complete turn around from their previous achievement style.
· Appreciable positive differences in student self esteem are noted within one year. A sense of knowing that they are held in high esteem pervades.

· MPCA students are more confident about their learning ability as a result of the program
· Significant development of study habits and organizational abilities
· Improvement in communication skills
· Students deepen their biblical knowledge and grow in terms of spiritual awareness

Selected Programs

· Learning Institutes
An academic skills improvement program for the community providing the same access to quality reading instruction as MPCA students receive including diagnostic tests.  

· 45 min sessions - Three times per week

· Peer interaction component
· Higher Education Early Entrance program 

Articulation relationships with higher education institutions:

· Cedarville University – Cedarville, OH

· Globe Institute of Technology - NYC

· Lee University – Cleveland, TN

· Kings College - NYC

· Pace University - NYC

· Spring Arbor University – Spring Arbor, MI
· SUNY Farmingdale - NYC 

· NYAC Christian College – NYC
Most of these institutions have participated in our early college program through which students earn college credit.
· Diversity Initiatives
Most MPCA students in the upper school program have traveled internationally in connection with our school. The locations of past travel and study include: West Africa, Egypt (‘85 & ’95), Israel (‘85 & ’95), , Jordan, South Africa (’06), Italy ’05), Spain (’04), France (’05) and Panama (’00). For example during a month long visit in the Dominican Republic (summer of 2003) Universidad National Evangélica twelve MPCA  students earned six college credits. Experiences like provide our students with a powerful perspective on globalization. We have participated in international student exchange programs as host for students from China, Germany, Sweden and Korea.
· Visiting Scholars Program

A program designed to host students and visiting scholars from universities with which MPCA has an articulation relationship including Nyack College, Cedarville University and Spring Arbor University. This program provides an opportunity for young people desiring to teach in the inner city to share the richness of their experiences and to simultaneously receive the richness of our students have to offer Students 

· Summer Scholars Program
Add text here
Additional detail about MPCA projects and programs is available at our website: http://mpca-nyc.org  One should also consider contacting the MPCA office at 212.222.6773 or by e-mail at info@mpca-nyc.org. MPCA headquarters is located at 2009 Seventh Avenue, New York, NY 10026.
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