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Throughout this art unit on ‘realities’, norms and oddities of different home lifestyles, several evaluation strategies will be utilized.  Both formative and summative methods will be applied; thus, helping provide the instructor with information on student’s knowledge and skills prior to starting the unit, during instruction, and at the end.  

At the beginning of subunit one, lesson one the students are given a survey about the subject of home, social-norms, and their interpretation of fantasy and reality.  This is great place to start a unit of instruction, because it reveals information to the teacher about student’s knowledge-base on the topic.  

Discussions and class conversations are a large part of art class.  Dialogue will allow the art instructor to see the student’s complexity/depth of understanding about the content, specifically from the historical, social, and cultural context.  The success of each student in the class is a hint they are ready to progress, and move into more challenging topics and assignments. There will be time allotted during each subunit/lesson for class discussions, questions, and concerns.   


Summative assessments will also be used to evaluate students during the course of this unit.  Student artworks reflect personal experiences, knowledge, and skills gained from the unit.  These authentic experiences allow students to delve into their creativity, demonstrating self-expression yet, meeting project expectations and limitations.  Anytime an art project is created, the last lesson in the unit will be used for reflection, classroom critiques, and/or interview sessions.  

Self-reflections can take the form of personal writings, rubrics/grading, check-lists, and/or discussions. This allows students to look back on their work and efforts to see (if any) changes and/or improvements are needed to fulfill the assignment(s).  
Classroom critiques and/or interview sessions are another assessment tool one can use in the artroom.  Looking at one’s own work and the work of others allows students to appreciate the diversity in artworks, and critique art in a positive, conducive manner.    

These are not the only options for successful art evaluation strategies to utilize in the classroom. Much pertains to student grade level, age, and project/topic.  Teachers need to continuously check for student understanding throughout, not only at the end, of their units and lessons of instruction. What is the point in teaching, if your students are not going to meet your objectives or goals?
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