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The curriculum design for the art unit, Fantastical Realities, takes students through three in-depth subunits of instruction.  The subunits are:  Fantastical Realities: A Look at Suburban Life, Country Living: A Look at Rural Life and Art, and Diversity and Urban Analysis:  Responding to Art/Artists Growth in the Cities (These subunits can continue to branch off into additional art units, like Your Home:  A Personal Connection).  Each subunit explores diversities in societies and cultures (home life) within our nation.  

The first subunit, Fantastical Realities: A Look at Suburban Life, questions what makes suburbia strange or unreal?  When introducing this unit, I would first ask the students what they think the definition of ‘suburbia’ is, and then discuss the different characteristics about that lifestyle.  Suburban life was created in the United States, and continues to be the most desired, yet criticized lifestyle today.  By studying the historical and social context of suburbia, I would then introduce artist Sandy Skoglund to the class.  Skoglund’s work is essential for this unit because it demonstrates suburban norms and values, pushed to an extreme fantasy perspective.  Students will have the opportunity to be creative, explore, and share in their imagination(s) of fantastical realities through an art studio project.
The next subunit will focus on art in or about the country (rural), because it connects to the first unit on suburbia and the social norms within that lifestyle.  We would study new artists like Sharon France, David Lorenz Winston, and Grant Wood that depict beautiful and serene farm life, and compare these works to Sandy Skoglund’s fantastical interpretations of suburbia.  It is important to study the different cultures within our country, and compare how people interpret these lifestyles differently.  Farm life and rural communities are a large part of the United States history, and even today.  If students only studied suburbia, then they would only be getting “part” of the whole picture of the many lifestyles.  This unit also emphasizes that art can be from personal interpretation and experiences; thus, studying these rural artists.

  We have progressed through different living environments (suburbia and rural communities), now this next subunit will focus on the question, in what ways is art related to diversity and urban living?  This would also be a great opportunity to introduce artists who work in and/or with urban lifestyles (e.g.:  Keith Haring, Rebecca Ibel, Michael Ray Charles, etc.) and art museums (and even take a possible field trip).  Students will gain knowledge on the history of industrialization, and understand the importance of art within this culture.  They should be able to compare and contrast this lifestyle to the previous subunits on suburbia and rural settings, and define the term “diversity”.  

All of these subunits contains historical and social context of a diversity of homes and lifestyles portrayed in our culture in the United States.  Each subunit also introduces artist who work in and/or with that specific lifestyle. At least two of the Ohio Academic Content Standards for the visual arts is addressed in each subunit and lesson (please see specific subunits and lessons for further information).  Students will have the opportunity to create a studio artwork based from their learning experiences, both academically and personally.  Art is a great subject to integrate multiple topics of interest and disciplines.  One can even continue to branch off of this unit (Your Home: A Personal Connection).  For example, by asking students what their home is like?  Where do they live?  What is homelessness? Etc.  The sequence allows students to build upon their knowledge of norms and oddities of diverse homes and lifestyles.  Students leave this unit with an understanding of the different societies that exist in our country, and essentially across the globe.  Students will be able to relate to these different lifestyles (through their art), based on their own lives, community, and what they consider the ‘norm’.  
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