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Unit:  Fantastical Realities: Norms and Oddities of Different Home Lifestyles
Subunit 1:  Fantastical Realities: A Look at Suburban Life

Essential Questions:
1. What are/is the differences between fantasy and reality?

2. What makes suburbia strange or unreal?

3. How can someone's life experiences alter their view of home life-suburbia?

Description of Essential Art Education Content & Objectives:

1. What essential question will this unit focus on?

The question, what makes suburbia strange or unreal? would be the main question that I would focus on for this particular unit. When I would introduce this unit, I would first ask the students what they think the definition of suburbia is, and then discuss the different characteristics about that lifestyle.  We would look at the culture from a historical and social context, and then I would introduce the artist Sandy Skoglund to the students.  Sandy’s work is essential for this unit because it demonstrates suburban norms and values, pushed to an extreme fantasy perspective.  The unit will culminate at the end with the students comparing reality versus fantasy, and its relation to the art world.    
2. Why/how is this “knowing” relevant to the lives of the students?

Suburban life was created in the United States, and continues to be the most desired, yet criticized lifestyle today.  It is important for children to learn about and understand the different societies that exist in our country, and essentially across the globe.  Students will be able to relate to these different lifestyles, based on their own lives, community, and what they consider the ‘norm’.  They may also be able to relate to the art created by the artists we would study; this is an important goal that I would like all my students to do in my class.  Through an art project relating to this topic, they would be able to experiment with their ideas and imaginations.  As the teacher, I would want to provide opportunities for my students to grow, learn, and broaden their knowledge about the world around them. 

3. What do you want the students to know as a result of this unit?

From this unit, I want my students to understand the diversity in societies and cultures within our nation.  It is important for them to keep an open-mind, and to study suburbia in relation to other lifestyles (urban, rural, etc.).  From an art standpoint, I would want my students to study artists who work with this big idea, and connect with their work on a personal level.  They should have fun, and learn about Sandy Skoglund’s fantastical outlook on this lifestyle.  My students would also have the opportunity to be creative, and explore in their interpretation(s) of fantastical realities through an art studio project.  Another important part of this unit, along with all the units that I would cover, is for my students to realize that art can relate to other disciplines and life issues.  My students would hopefully gain a better respect for the arts, learn problem-solving skills, and grow in their abstract thinking.
Subunit 2: Country Living: A Look at Rural Life and Art

Essential Questions:

1. What defines a rural community?

2. How did the rural life come about?

3. Is there art in or about the country?

4. If so, how is it different or similar to other art?  Discuss the diversity of art.

Description of Essential Questions & Content:

1.  What essential question will this unit focus on?

This unit will mainly focus on the question, is there art in or about the country (rural), because it connects to the first unit on suburbia and the social norms within that lifestyle.  The students would immediately notice the similarities and differences in the rural life, compared to Sandy Skoglund’s fantastical interpretation of suburbia.  We would look at artist like Sharon France and David Lorenz Winston, who portray their life (farm landscapes) much differently; these artists depict the farm life as serene and beautiful.  The class would study these new artists works (paintings and digital manipulated art), and create their own rural landscape.  I believe that it is important to study different cultures within our country, and compare how people interpret these lifestyles differently.  In studying the differences and similarities in these artworks students will understand that art relates to personal experiences, and is something that should hold meaning with the artist.

2.  Why/how is this “knowing” relevant to the lives of students?

Again, this topic of rural life and art is important to the students because it is important for them to be aware of other lifestyles within the United States, and the world.  Farm life and rural communities is a large part of history, and were the dominate lifestyle of our country for hundreds of years.  It still exists today, but is slowly changing because of industrialization and economic growth.  If the students only study the first unit, fantastical realities of suburbia, then they would only be getting “part” of the whole picture.  Suburbia is only one of the many lifestyles that exist; therefore, it is important to talk about the variety of diversity within cultures today.  In addition, some students might live on a farm, or know someone who does, therefore, will may able to relate to experiences and/or facts about this topic. 

3.  What do you want the students to know as a result of this unit?

There is a wide variety of things that I would like my students to learn about and know at the end of this unit on rural life and art.  I would want them to be familiar with the history of the rural society, mostly in the United States.  The students should be able to compare and contrast this lifestyle to the previous unit on suburbia.  I want my students to be aware of artists who work with the country and/or farm in their work (ex:  Sharon France and David Lorenz Winston).  Importantly, I would like my students to understand that art can be from personal interpretation and experiences.  This is one of the reasons we would study the different artists and their work in this unit.  I would also like my students to paint a rural landscape from their own personal view of this life, and be able to participate and/or share their work and ideas in a class critique. 

Subunit Three:  Diversity & Urban Analysis-Responding to Art/Artists Growth in the Cities
Essential Questions:

1. What defines a city, compared to suburbia?

2. How did cities grow in the United States/Ohio?

3. In what ways is art related to urban living (relate this to artists as well)?

4. What is an art museum? Discuss examples and pictures.

5. How has the art museum affected people’s perception of art?
6. What is diversity?

7. Look at the diversity within art across the United States, and maybe the world.  
Description of Essential Questions & Content:

1. What essential question will this unit focus on?

This unit will mainly focus on the question, in what ways is art related to urban living? We have progressed through different living environments (suburbia and rural communities), now we have moved into urban settings, and how art manifests in that place.  This is a great place to introduce diversity.  The students can compare and contrast what they have learned from the previous unit to this current topic.  I will also introduce art museums to the students and get their feedback about the art displayed there.  This unit is essential in the year-long curriculum because it covers a type of home life/environment/culture, which describes an aspect of our country.  The field trip lesson section of this unit will be the most beneficial to the students in their learning experience. 

2. Why/how is this “knowing” relevant to the lives of students?

This topic of urban life and art is important to the students because it is important for them to be aware of other lifestyles within the United States, and the world. This unit would help cover the broad scope of different living environments, and discuss the art within that context.  The students will be able to compare and contrast the differences, and similarities, between the previous units and this unit.  Many of my students might be able to personally related to this type of setting, and contribute to the class discussions about specific experiences.  The field trip to an urban city and/or an art museum would be a great learning experience for my students.  This trip would be essential because the children would be getting a hands-on education about art within this realm.  

3. What do you want the students to know as a result of this unit?

There is a plethora of things that I would want my students to gain from this unit on urban analysis and art.  The students should be familiar with the history of industrialization in this country, and understand the importance of art with in this culture.  They should be able to compare and contrast this lifestyle to the previous units on suburbia and rural settings. I want my students to be aware of artists who work with and/or in the context of urban life in their work. Importantly, I would like my students to experience the city firsthand from the field trip through the city, or to an art museum (depending on funding, and permission).  These kinds of educational experiences are fun for the children, and are linked to higher student learning. 

(If time, supplemental, or closing unit…)
Subunit Five: Your Home:  A Personal Connection
1. What is your home like?
2. Where do you live (in relation to suburbia, city, and/or country)?

3. What are other disciplines/subjects that relate to this topic?

4. Do these disciplines relate to art or the art world?

5. What is homelessness?-This is an easy transition that can lead into a whole new curriculum…

Scaffolding Note:  Begin the units from a starting point, so all the students are on the ‘same page’.  The classroom discussions will allow the teacher to see the student’s complexity/depth of knowledge about the content, specifically from the historical, social, and cultural context.  The more advanced students, as well as the in-discussion, will help other students understand and catch up on the material.  The success of each student in the class is a hint to the teacher that the children are ready to progress, and move into more challenging topics/assignments.
Curriculum Design:  Units & Unit Outcomes
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