Statement of Purpose

Interactive Writing 

Interactive writing involves a sharing of the pen between teacher and children. The focus of Interactive Writing is on concepts and conventions of print, the sounds in words and how the sounds connect with letters. Children actively plan and construct the text. For the most part, children also control the writing of the text. The teacher guides this process and provides appropriate pacing, assistance and instruction when needed.

Interactive Writing demonstrates early reading strategies and how words work. Children are given the opportunity to plan and construct text. Because students generally control the writing of the text, spelling knowledge increases, as well as the ability to construct words through connecting letters, clusters of letters, and sounds. Text created in an Interactive Writing experience can be used for independent reading in the classroom and thus provides a connection between reading and writing.

As children become more and more able to write independently, displaying knowledge of concepts of print, writing conventions, sound-letter matching, and the spelling of high frequency words.

1. Provide active learning experiences. 

2. Talk to establish a purpose. 

3. Compose the text. 

4. Construct the text. 

5. Reread, revise, and proofread. 

6. Revisit text to support word solving. 

7. Summarize the learning. 

8. Extend the learning. 

The purpose of this unit is to introduce interactive writing to Kindergarten age students, build trust between teacher and student, encourage risk taking, cooperate with others in a group setting, develop a sense that there is a relationship between writing and reading and create a text that belongs to them. The students will begin to feel comfortable, with practice, writing their own ideas down, read the text and have fun all at the same time. Once children get into the routine of daily writing, they develop ownership over their work (Fisher p. 185) How exciting to compose text that is meaningful and has a purpose for the student. This unit encourages the students to create a writing piece they can read, illustrate and display. Interactive writing at the Kindergarten level prepares each child to become writers that will produce quality work at a very young age and continue on into the higher grades. It can develop a love for writing and self expression. The interactive writing unit is aligned with the academic content standards from the state of Ohio. 
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