Interdisciplinary Unit on Washington, D.C. For Special Needs Students Objectives:
Subunit One: Historical Background on Gettysburg:
1. Students will analyze maps of the battle of Gettysburg and be able to describe the movement and engagement of troops in that battle.

2. Students will compare and contrast the maps from July 1, 2, 3 and will develop a multi-tier time line of the key events that took place on those days.

3. Students will complete the 10 question assessment from the maps and will engage in a classroom discussion on the events that took place in Gettysburg.

4. Students working in pairs will analyze the three maps (comparing and contrasting) and will discuss the content of those maps.

5. Students will create a Gettysburg timeline and will be able to place important events and decisions that were made during the course of the battle. The students will share why they feel their chosen events are important.
6. Students will use the Gettysburg worksheet to answer the 10 questions with 80% accuracy on the provided handout.

Subunit Two: Gettysburg Address-100 years later:
1. Students will compare and contrast two Gettysburg speeches delivered 100 years apart. They will research and analyze social issues raised in the speeches and will evaluate the progress of racial equality in America.

2. Students (working alone or in pairs) will read both speeches and discuss the contents.

3. Students will create a color Venn diagram of the speeches.

4. Students will research the racial and social issues in each speech and will add this information to the Venn diagram.

5. Students will create a report card for the United States regarding the progress or racial equality from the speeches in 1863 and 1963.

6. Students will present their report cards and must mention specific events and facts.

Subunit Three: April 1865: The Month That Saved America:
1. Students will watch The History Channel special, The Month That Saved America, and will complete a post-viewing activity on the second day.

2. Students will compare and contrast the differences and opposing views of Robert E. Lee and Jefferson Davis on a wallboard.

3. Students will list five adjectives that describe Lee’s troops and the state they were in at the end of the war.

4. Students will engage in an open forum discussion on the last scene of the special and will participate in a focus free write on what its meaning had on you.

5. Students will create a T-chart that will compare and contrast Jefferson Davis and Robert E. Lee.
Subunit Four: Washington DC National Mall:

1. Students will understand and experience the US government in action by researching the nation’s capitol, its monuments, memorials, and the US Presidents.

2. Students will complete a pre-assessment activity to determine students’ prior knowledge about prominent, historically significant locations in our nation’s capitol.

3. Students will gather historical facts for features on the predetermined monument that they have chosen to research.

4. Students will engage and participate in an open forum discussion and present the facts that they located on the internet research project.

5. Students will analyze a numbered map of Washington, D.C. National Mall and vicinity with simplified location names.
