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Rationale/Statement of Purpose

Teaching Kindergarteners to participate in interactive writing takes careful planning and execution. I want to introduce it in a way it will be non-threatening, keep them interested and be developmentally appropriate. I keep in mind that each student has their own level of understanding about what writing is. Many children enter Kindergarten not knowing what a word is or the difference between letters and words. Developing a passion for writing takes time and is the key to higher literacy standards in Kindergarten. Interactive writing gives students authentic motivation to want to write letters and words by letting them use their own ideas to create the text. 

I present my lessons to the class in a whole group setting based on the Basic Lesson Planning Model as explained in Designing Instruction For Contextual Teaching and Learning by Leigh Chiarelott. This model is simple and direct, focusing on the concept/skill to be learned, the objective is clearly stated, moves from the introduction to developing the activity and then the conclusion. An assessment stage allows for an ongoing and continuous strategy to determine if the objectives were achieved. Materials and resources are listed as the final stage of planning. By using this model I can align my lessons with the cognitive, affective and psychomotor (Blooms Taxonomy) needs of a Kindergarten student. 

The learning environment in my classroom is similar to The Concept Attainment Model (Chiarelott, p.113-14) that states it is teacher directed and behavioristic philosophically. This model is based on the inductive approach to teaching concepts. My classroom is more of a blend of behaviorist and constructivist philosophies than just 
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strictly designed after the Concept Attainment Model. I do present an idea to the students and they develop the words they want to use to go along with the idea and expand on the sentences as they become more proficient writers. As the students become more comfortable with the writing process I will give them less and less examples and gradually turn the process over to them. They will write about topics of interest and will learn how writing words down give others information and communicate with the world around them. 
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Unit Outcomes
· Students will demonstrate concepts of print, early strategies and how words work (psychomotor)
· Students will learn and identify letter sounds (cognitive)
· Students will point to each word as they write and read it (cognitive and psychomotor)
· Students will learn to write, spell and read high frequency words (cognitive)
· Students will cooperatively compose the text (affective)
· Students will organize their thoughts into sentences (cognitive)
· Students will use literature as a basis for writing (cognitive and affective)
· Students will connect writing and reading (cognitive and affective) 
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Preassessment

In the beginning stages of interactive writing I keep the activity moving at a fast pace giving lots of support and keep the writing process fun. I usually have an idea in mind as to what I want them to write about. I begin interactive writing early in the year as naturally as I begin calendar activities. Each student is given the opportunity to participate and it is fun! This activity is introduced by providing chart paper and a marker on the easel. First I read a book that is easy to read, has rhyme or rhythm to it, and has simple sentences and pictures. One example is the book I Went Walking by Sue Williams. I have the big book of I Went Walking at circle and set the stage by asking them “When was the last time you went for a walk? What kinds of things did you see? Let’s go for a walk in this book called I Went Walking. See if you can guess what the child will see before it happens”. The students answer the first two questions and then I proceed to read. Then after reading I write the sentence I saw a _______on the chart paper. I tell the students that I saw a brown toad and ask them how would I write brown? How do I write toad? We work through the letter sounds and I write the words on the magna doodle first and then finish the sentence. Under my sentence I have written I saw a ___________. I ask them again what they might see on a walk, I prompt them by asking them to name a color and an animal, I use the magna doodle to write the color word that they choose and then they write it on the chart paper. After that I write the name of the animal on the magna doodle and the child then writes it on the chart paper while the other students write the words in the air practicing their letters. They each take turns writing what they might have seen or did see on their walk. I give assistance to 
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them when they are printing when needed. As children begin to write, it is useful for them to have a bank of known words that they fully control and can write quickly (Fountis & Pinell p. 170). Using the word wall to display some frequently used words will help students recall and use these words. An alphabet chart with all of the capital and lowercase letters is beside the chart paper so they can see how to form the letters for themselves. I leave the chart paper up in the room so they can see it and read it during center time. I will use the written sentences as a part of my post assessment activity along with a book I made for them to practice in. 
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Lesson Plan 
Name of Instructor: Sarah Gilbertson_
Grade Level: _Kindergarten
Subject: Interactive Writing
Time Length:_25-30 minutes


Ohio Academic Content Standards: 

Writing Process

1. Generate writing ideas through discussions with others

2. Choose a topic for writing

5. Write from left to right, top to bottom

7. Reread own writing

8. Use resources (word wall) to enhance vocabulary

9. Rewrite and illustrate writing samples for display and for sharing with others

Writing Applications
3. Write from left to right, top to bottom

4. Dictate or write informal writing for various purposes

Writing Conventions
1. Print capital and lowercase letters, correctly spacing the letters
2. Leave spaces between words when writing

3. Show characteristics of early letter name-alphabetic spelling

5. Place punctuation marks at the end of sentences

Research
2. Use books or observations to gather information with teacher assistance, to explain a topic or unit of study
3. Recall information about a topic, with teacher assistance

4. Share findings visually or orally

Communication

1. Listen attentively to speakers, stories, poems and songs

2. Connect what is heard with prior knowledge and experience
3. Follow simple oral directions


1.  Learning Goal/Objective – a. What will the pupil be able to do as a result of the lesson? State your objective from the course of study or ODE Academic Content Standards; b. Prior knowledge/skills required by students?; c. Connection – how does the lesson objective connect with previous and future lessons/learning? 

The student will…

a) Generate ideas for writing and choose a topic

b) Write from left to right, top to bottom

c) Reread and rewrite to share with others
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d) Use resources in room to write

e) Dictate or write informal writing for various purposes

f) Print correctly and use punctuation marks

g) Use invented spelling

h) Use books to learn about a topic

i) Share visually and orally

j) Listen attentively 

k) Follow directions

l) Use prior knowledge to make connections

2.  Assessment (Pre & Post) - How and when will you evaluate the objective and student learning? Attach a copy of the assessment/rubric instrument you will use. 

Type of assessment:




When:

Verbal
and written




During the lesson
3.  Methods/Strategies – a. What teaching methods will you use (e.g. teacher presentation, demonstration, simulation, role playing, peer teaching, laboratory activity, etc.); Type of learning: Inductive/inquiry questioning for student discovery or deductive/direct modeling)?; b. Accommodations – How will you accommodate for student differences?; c. Learning climate/environment – How might you establish a safe and an effective environment? 
a) I will use teacher presentation and peer teaching. The students will use inductive questioning for student discovery.

b) I will accommodate for students that learn differently by having learners that need extra support review the material and I will call on them more often. The students that need a challenge may independently use the magnetic letters as we review. 
c) I will establish a safe and effective environment by reviewing behavior expectations and allowing for questions during the lesson. 
4.  Grouping - Large/small group; cooperative groups (pairs, threes, etc.); Is this typical?

Our class meets at the carpet in the morning to begin our day. The grouping is large group at the carpet and stay at the circle for interactive writing activity.  This is typical for our daily routine.

5.  Equipment and Material - What instructional equipment and materials are required to help students reach the objectives (e.g. textbook, lab equipment, technology, activity sheet, CD-ROM, Web Site, etc.)? 
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Big book of I Went Walking 
Chart paper 

Markers (two colors if you want)

Easel

Correction tape

Pointer

Alphabet chart

Magna doodle or magnetic letters
6.  Instructional Delivery

a. Introduction (e.g. motivate, elicit student interest, review past learning, background in topic; Communicate expectations, procedures required for the lesson.)

I will review behavior expectations at the beginning of the lesson and review them as needed. I will ask if anyone knows this story or one has taken a walk like the boy is doing on the cover of the story. 
b. Activity:  What activities have you planned? What will you do? What will the students do? (e.g. small steps, examples, clues, feedback/checking for understanding. etc.)

   The students are at the carpet and have just completed morning jobs and I immediately begin our morning reading and writing activity. The students and I will look at and read the book I Went Walking, I will ask the question,” When was the last time you went for a walk? What kinds of things did you see? Let’s go for a walk in this book called I Went Walking. See if you can guess what the child will see before it happens” I will tell the students to watch and see if they can predict what animal will come next. As I read the book I will stop and ask a student if they can guess what animal will come next.  I will wait for responses. We will discuss, I will call on a variety of students. The students will answer. After reading the book I ask the students to recall what animals they saw and what color they were. I will then move the book so they can see the chart paper and what I have written I will have the chart paper ready with the sentence I saw a________.  I will tell them that I saw a brown toad. How can I write brown/toad? I will have sentences printed on the chart paper below my sentence; they will say I saw a (color word) (name of animal). 
 Conclusion/Summary - Review; Students demonstrate achievement; Connection with future lesson.

The students will print color words and names of animals to show comprehension and writing skill. The students will show achievement and the next lesson will build on these skills. They will complete the sentences on the chart paper and read them. 
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d. Practice and/or Assessment - Guided, independent; Help with initial steps and monitor; Corrections, re-teach if necessary. A copy of a book I made for the students to write in using color words and the names of the animals will be available in the writing center. It is called I Went Walking by (they are the author and illustrator). Each page has the sentence I went walking and I what did I see? I saw a (child fills in the color word and animal name) They will work on this over several days to complete and the final book will be displayed and shared with other students and taken home to read to their families. 
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Language Arts

Kindergarten

	WRITING PROCESS

A process of developing a document using techniques which include: Pre-writing, drafting, revising, editing, and publishing.
	WRITING 

APPLICATIONS

Compose writings that convey a clear message and include well-chosen details.
	WRITING CONVENTIONS Includes spelling, punctuation, capitalization, grammar, and paragraphing. To enhance the readability of the paper. Spelling should be correct on all words. Punctuation should be smooth and guide the reader through the paper. Capitalization should be used correctly. 
	RESEARCH

 Identify important information found in the sources and summarize important findings; use oral, visual, written reports to present information.

	COMMUNICATION 

ORAL AND VISUAL

Use active listening

strategies to

identify the main

idea and to gain

information from an
oral presentation.

	QUESTIONS

What is important? Process or product? 
	QUESTIONS
Why compose written text? Why are details important? 
	QUESTIONS Why is it important to follow rules of written and spoken language?

	QUESTIONS
Why identify reliable sources? 
	QUESTIONS
How do we communicate and what is communication? Why is active listening an important strategy?
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	 Writing Process
	Writing Applications

	Writing Conventions
	Research
	Communications: Oral and Visual

	1. Generate writing ideas through discussions with others
	1. Dictate or write simple stories, using letters, works or pictures
	1. Print capital and lowercase letters, correctly spacing the letters
	1. Ask questions about a topic being studied or an area of interest
	1. Listen attentively to speakers, stories, poems and songs

	2.Choose a topic for writing


	2.Name of label objects or places
	2. Leave spaces between words when writing
	2. Use books or observations to gather information with teacher assistance, to explain a topic or unit of study
	2. Connect what is heard with prior knowledge and experience

	3.Determine an audience
	3. Write from left to right and from top to bottom
	3. Show characteristics of early letter name-alphabetic spelling
	3. Recall information about a topic, with teacher assistance
	 3. Follow simple oral directions

	4.Organize and group related ideas
	4. Dictate or write informal writings for various purposes
	4. Place punctuation marks at the end of sentences 
	4. Share findings visually or orally
	 4. Speak clearly and understandably 

	5.Write from left to right and top to bottom
	
	
	
	5. Deliver informal descriptive or informational presentations about ideas or experiences in logical order with a beginning, middle and end.

	6.Use correct sentence structures when expressing thoughts and ideas 
	
	
	
	6. Recite short poems, songs and nursery rhymes

	7. Reread own writing
	
	
	
	

	8. Use resources (ex. word wall) to enhance vocabulary
	
	
	
	

	9. Rewrite and illustrate writing samples for display and for sharing with others.
	
	
	
	


From the Academic Content Standards Manual p.179-180
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Post Assessment

The post assessment will be ongoing throughout the year. I will visually assess if the students can write correctly using the academic content standards as a guide. Are they learning what I am teaching, is the process and product what I have planned? By watching how and what they write I will be able to answer these questions for myself. The activity is hands on and interactive for the students, it holds their attention because even if they are not the student writing they are practicing writing letters from where they sit while also watching the other students print their sentences. Each time I introduce a book that I want to extend I will continue to use the interactive writing activity with my students. We will continue to write additional words as they learn them. I will incorporate high frequency words, color and number words into their writing. Each student is learning at their own rate, some can write neatly, use spacing and align their letters correctly, some need additional support. I will watch each time we do this activity and see first hand the results. Each student will be given the opportunity to use the interactive writing process as a group activity and also will use the writing center to reinforce the activity at their own learning level. The students that need challenged will be encouraged to write more complex sentences while the students that are at a lower learning level will continue to practice until they master the current lesson. 

Questions that will be ask when assessing after the lesson:
1. After reading what kinds of things can we write about? Characters and events in the book.

2. Where do we begin on the page? At the left and at the top.
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3. How do we begin our sentence? With a capital letter.

4. Where can we look if we need help with letters or words? The word wall or alphabet chart. 

5. What do we do between words? Finger space.

6. Can you read what you wrote? Sound it out, use the word wall, use what you know about the book we read and think, what makes sense? 

7. How do we end a sentence? With a punctuation mark. 

Instructional Design/ Interactive Writing     15
Statement of Purpose

Interactive Writing 

Interactive writing involves a sharing of the pen between teacher and children. The focus of Interactive Writing is on concepts and conventions of print, the sounds in words and how the sounds connect with letters. Children actively plan and construct the text. For the most part, children also control the writing of the text. The teacher guides this process and provides appropriate pacing, assistance and instruction when needed.

Interactive Writing demonstrates early reading strategies and how words work. (Swartz p. 1) Children are given the opportunity to plan and construct text. Because students generally control the writing of the text, spelling knowledge increases, as well as the ability to construct words through connecting letters, clusters of letters, and sounds. Text created in an Interactive Writing experience can be used for independent reading in the classroom and thus provides a connection between reading and writing.

As children become more and more able to write independently, displaying knowledge of concepts of print, writing conventions, sound-letter matching, and the spelling of high frequency words.

1. Provide active learning experiences. 

2. Talk to establish a purpose. 

3. Compose the text. 

4. Construct the text. 

5. Reread, revise, and proofread. 

6. Revisit text to support word solving. 

7. Summarize the learning. 

8. Extend the learning. 
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The purpose of this unit is to introduce interactive writing to Kindergarten age students, build trust between teacher and student, encourage risk taking, cooperate with others in a group setting, develop a sense that there is a relationship between writing and reading and create a text that belongs to them. The students will begin to feel comfortable, with practice, writing their own ideas down, read the text and have fun all at the same time. Once children get into the routine of daily writing, they develop ownership over their work (Fisher p. 185). How exciting to compose text that is meaningful and has a purpose for the student. This unit encourages the students to create a writing piece they can read, illustrate and display. Interactive writing at the Kindergarten level prepares each child to become writers that will produce quality work at a very young age and continue on into the higher grades. It can develop a love for writing and self expression. The interactive writing unit is aligned with the academic content standards from the state of Ohio. 
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Strategies for Interactive Writing
· Keep the activity simple and brief
· Write about classroom experiences that are meaningful to children
· Begin with simple labels and single lines of print such as lists
· Link teaching points to children’s names or other relevant concepts
· Stretch out sounds (rubber band the sound) to draw attention to sounds and letters
· Use print resources around the classroom as a reference to help children identify and form letters as they contribute to the writing process/experience
· Writing and drawing and sharing their thoughts. Encourage active child involvement (sharing the pen) through 
· Reread the text with children in order to review it and to decide what to write next
· Develop a writing center with pencils, erasers, paper, chart paper with words written on it, picture/word cards, an alphabet chart
· Read books that the children are interested in and expand on the story
(Sue Headley)
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Supporting children as they learn to write 
through interactive writing
	Activity
	Interactive Writing

	What is it? 
	Teacher and students create the text and share the pen to do the writing. Teacher and student talk about writing conventions. 

	Who writes? 
	Teacher and students

	What size groups? 
	Whole class

Small group

Buddies

Individuals

	Which activities? 
	Predictions

Daily news

Innovations

Letters/notes


(Tompkins p. 27)
10 Steps to a Developmentally 
Appropriate Writing Environment 
	1. Encourage two kinds of spelling, inventive and conventional. 

	2. Plan to include at least three kinds of writing (shared interactive, guided, independent). 

	3. Establish a policy on inventive spelling and publishing. 

	4. Explain your writing program and policies to parents. 

	5. Make “word pockets”...a kid-friendly, personal dictionary. 

	6. Give each student a pocket writing folder to store works in progress. 

	7. Maintain a folder for each student for record keeping (include a checklist of skills). 

	8. Create a well-stocked writing center. 

	9. Have writers’ resource books, story starters, and pictures available. 

	10. Start with a “We Already Know” chart (KWL) for expository writing. 
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