 10 Steps to a Developmentally Appropriate Writing Environment 
	Encourage two kinds of spelling, inventive and conventional. 

	Plan to include at least three kinds of writing (shared interactive, guided, independent). 

	Establish a policy on inventive spelling and publishing. 

	Explain your writing program and policies to parents. 

	Make “word pockets”...a kid-friendly, personal dictionary. 

	Give each student a pocket writing folder to store works in progress. 

	Maintain a folder for each student for record keeping (include a checklist of skills). 

	Create a well-stocked writing center. 

	Have writers’ resource books, story starters, and pictures available. 

	Start with a “We Already Know” chart (KWL) for expository writing. 


http://www.liberty.k12.ga.us/jwalts/10%20Steps%20to%20a%20Developmentally%20Appropriate.pdf

 Different Kinds of Writing in the Kindergarten Classroom 
Shared Writing 
Model writing 

Daily news 

Language experience 

Labeling/captioning 
Interactive Writing 
Interactive writing cards 

Labeling/captioning 

Daily news (Do the last sentence together and gradually increase). 
Guided Writing 
Closed and open-ended 

Structure writing 

Content writing 

Poetry 
Independent Writing 

Experimental 

Self-selected 

Book publishing
 Drawing + Writing = “Driting”! 
Kindergarten children like to pretend they can write. They combine drawing along with a few letters, or even squiggles they think are letters. They love to “read” what they have written. 

This is a very important developmental process. 
Step 1: Teacher Models 
Begin by putting a big piece of drawing paper on the board and use crayons, just like they will, to draw a simple picture. Tell about it while you draw. 

Ex. Draw a fish. 

“I am drawing a fish because I have one at my house. My fish is yellow.” 

This is my fish, Marigold.” (Color fish yellow.) 

Marigold lives in a bowl. (Draw the bowl). 

Write the words, “Marigold” and “fish”. 

Write the sentence, “I love my fish.” 

Keep it simple; model driting that is like what your students can do. 
Step 2: Student Copies 
Give each student a piece of drawing paper with no lines. 

“Use your crayons to draw something you want to share with the rest of the class.” You can write some words, too, the way I wrote “fish” and “Marigold”, but you don’t have to. Draw and write in whatever way you like. You don’t have to draw or write about a fish or a pet. You can write about a person or something you like to do.” 

Allow approximately 10 minutes for the activity. 
Step 3: Sharing 
Gather the children in a circle to share. Respond positively whether they draw or drite.
 Kindergarten Writing Expectations 
Focuses on Topic 

• Stays focused on the topic when sharing or writing. 

• Identifies and writes about a topic. 

Organizes Ideas 

• Demonstrates ability to sequence events during shared writing experiences. 

Supports Topic with Details 

• Demonstrates ability to identify ideas related to a topic during shared writing experiences. 

• Uses pictures to illustrate and support writing. 

Uses Conventions 

• Recognizes that oral language can be written. 

• Uses pictures to tell a story. 

• Dictates simple sentences or stories. 

• Scribble writes. 

• Writes mock letters. 

• Writes random strings of letters. 

• Writes mock words. 

• Writes from left to right and uses correct return sweep. 

• Recognizes and puts spaces between words. 

• Approximates words using correct beginning sound. 

• Approximates words using more than one correct sound. 

• Writes some familiar words correctly. 

• Reproduces print seen in the environment. 

• Identifies and attempts to use end punctuation. 

Organizes to Communicate in Writing 

• Writes a sentence using spelling approximations. 

• Contributes ideas during shared writing process activities. 

• Chooses to write in a variety of settings for a variety of purposes (labels, lists, notes, stories, messages, etc.) 

• Revised by adding details to pictures, dictation, or letters. 

• Shares own writing and contributes ideas to the writings of others. 
 Making the Writing Connection at Home 
Create a Writing Environment that Encourages your Child to Write 
Have easy access to different sizes, colors, and shapes of paper. 

Have a special writing drawer or box with different kinds of markers, crayons, and pencils. 

Use a message board so your child can see the importance of giving and receiving written messages. 

Celebrate creative attempts to write. 

Label things in your child’s bedroom and around the house. 

Encourage your child to draw a picture and write/tell about it. Drawing IS the first step to writing. 

Listen when your child tells about, or reads, his/her writing. 

Encourage writing through thank you notes, phone messages, lists. 

Model writing; read what you write. 

Be enthusiastic about writing!
 Story in a Bag 

This is an activity that even gets reluctant writers engaged. The necessary supplies are minimal: you will need a large brown grocery bag (or other container of your choice). On the outside of the bag, label it, “Tell Me a Story”. 

Now, use travel magazines or the internet to find about 36 different photos. The photos need to represent a variety of people, places, and things; for example, a stream, an old farmhouse, a giraffe, a roller coaster, people from different places and cultures, etc. Once you have these cut out, number them on the back from 1 – 36. If you want to keep them and reuse them, you will want to mount and laminate them. 

Drop all 36 photos in the bag and shake it up. Allow each student to draw a picture from the bag. Record the number. Caution students not to tell anyone which picture they have drawn. 

Students are now going to use their imagination and lots of colorful adjectives to describe their picture in detail. The goal is for their classmates to be able to visualize the picture in their minds. 

At the end of the project, post all of the photographs on a bulletin board. Now allow students to share their descriptions while sitting in your Author’s Chair. Classmates will attempt to guess which picture is being described. Finally, post the stories on the bulletin board along with the pictures.
http://www.liberty.k12.ga.us/jwalts/10%20Steps%20to%20a%20Developmentally%20Appropriate.pdf

