Evaluation Strategies for Interactive Writing


Evaluation strategies can be implemented to determine if the curriculum is effective. The two evaluations I use are formative and summative, these can be useful to determine effective curriculum. 


A formative evaluation gives teachers a chance to test ideas and implement changes before teaching the entire course. Formative assessment is part of the instructional process and should be incorporated into the classroom practice. This assessment informs both the teachers and students about student understanding at a time when adjustments can be made. These adjustments help students achieve and teachers can target learning goals for the students. 

Summative assessments are given to determine what the students know and do not know. Some summative assessments are used as an accountability measure such as standardized tests/state assessments. The scores are then used to hold the schools accountable. Summative assessments are used as a gauge to determine if student learning is relative to content standards. This  assessments is used as a tool to help evaluate the effectiveness of programs, school improvement goals, alignment of curriculum, or student placement in specific programs. Summative assessments happen too far down the learning path to provide information at the classroom level and to make instructional adjustments and interventions during the learning process. It takes formative assessments to accomplish this. 
I use several evaluation strategies to assess their progress. First I use goal setting with my students to engage them in instruction and the learning process by creating clear expectations. In order to be successful, students need to understand and know the learning target/goal and the criteria for reaching it. Even in Kindergarten I begin my lessons by explaining what they are about to learn and why. By using student work, classroom tests, or examples of what are expected this helps my students understand where they are, where they need to be, and how to get there. Next I use observations by walking around the room or watching at circle to see if students are on task or need help. Observations help me to gather evidence of student learning so I can plan instruction. I use this evidence to record my observations and as feedback for students about their learning or as anecdotal data shared with parents during conferences. Another strategy I use is questioning.  Asking questions allows an opportunity for deeper thinking and provides me with significant insight into the degree and depth of understanding. Questions of this nature engage students in classroom discussions that both uncover and expand learning. Modeling the question asking process can help students ask better questions. Self and peer assessment helps to create a learning community within a classroom. Students who can reflect while engaged in metacognitive thinking are involved in their learning. When students have been involved in the goal setting, self-evaluation is a logical step in the learning process. With peer evaluation, students see each other as resources for understanding. I have files for each of my students that I keep writing samples in, the students assist me in choosing samples to save. Student record keeping helps them better understand their own learning as evidenced by their classroom work. This process of keeping ongoing records of the work the complete engages students, and helps them to see where they started and the progress they are making toward the learning goal.  

As I gather information and data about my students learning, I consider the products that my students create, my observational notes and reflect on the communication that occurs between the students, me and their peers. I try to balance formative and summative assessments to get a clear picture of where my students are in relation to learning goals and standards. The more I know about each of my students as they are involved in the learning process, the better I can adjust my instruction to ensure that all students continue to learn and move forward in their learning. 

