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Statement of Purpose

The Problem

Benjamin S. Bloom (1985) states, “What any person in the world can learn, almost all persons can learn if provided with appropriate prior and current conditions of learning”. Since the passage of the All Handicapped Children Act in 1975, the Individual with Disabilities Education Act Amendment in 1997, and the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, these laws paved the way to allow all special education students a free and appropriate education especially through inclusion in the classroom. Over the past several decades, there has been much promise and momentum to incorporate inclusion into the classroom to improve academic success (Pickard 2009). Inclusion aims to integrate special education students in all events in a typical classroom (Gilman 2007). Through this curriculum design, inclusion needs to be incorporated into the regular education classroom for the success of all students and has become the problem that needs to be addressed.

Inclusion (mainstreaming) of students with disabilities into the regular education classroom has been a topic of discussion for a long time, but has really sparked the interest of President Bill Clinton and President George W. Bush have both tried to make strides to improve public education in the United States. Many laws and acts have been put into effect to better the education of all students no matter race, ethnicity, disability, etc. The IDEA (Individuals with Disabilities Education Act) of 2004 stated that each individual with special needs has to have a plan that outlines the types of services he or she will receive. Also, whenever possible students with special needs should be included in the regular education classroom to ensure that he or she is receiving the most beneficial, public education possible (Gürür & Uzuner 2010). 

All of the legislation has many teachers giving their opinion on the matter regarding inclusion. Many teachers are fearful of how it will change the environment of his or her classroom when the special needs students are included. They also feel that they cannot accommodate students with special needs, but through the help of administrative support they could increase their ability and knowledge of how to incorporate these students into their classroom (Florian 2008). Many teachers also feel that the lack of training holds them back from inclusion (Florian 2008). Special Education students are many times treated as a homogeneous group that can never learn in the regular classroom setting and have little potential outside of the Special Education classroom (Crowson & Brandes 2010). Ross-Hill found that teachers with training and in-services related to inclusion felt more comfortable and were more successful with the children (2009). 

This curriculum design will help to solve the problem of inclusion in the classroom looking at the learner’s outcomes, sequence of the course units, and the evaluation tools to see if the curriculum is meeting the needs of all students through inclusion.

Needs of the Learner
Inclusion in a classroom is always a struggle for many teachers because of the fear of knowledge of teaching the students, and lack of special education teachers and aides to help. To relieve the stress of teaching special education students, teachers need to look at Howard Gardner’s Theory of Multiple Intelligences that he created in 1983. Each child’s strengths can be identified through the multiple intelligences, which can help teachers accommodate their teaching styles to meet the needs of each individual child. This will help emphasis the learner to have maximum social success by establishing how the child learns best and accommodating to the needs of the child. McCoog states that if an individual realize each child’s strengths and weaknesses, then teacher and special education teacher can integrate technology into their teaching. Also, by allowing students to make choices is the most important aspect of this model, which allows for the child to be a well-balanced person. 
Abraham Maslow has six needs of human emotions to implement into teaching and learning. These six are physiological needs, safety needs, belonging needs, esteem needs, knowing and understanding needs, and self-actualization needs. Maslow feels that to help students grow and accomplish goals, they need to be happy and healthy and a well-balanced person. The hierarchy of needs offers a model for supervision and management of students (Best 2008). Inclusion into a classroom with a student’s friends is crucial in the well-being of each individual student on an IEP. By researching Maslow’s six needs, this can help a teacher realize what each individual child needs to succeed whether it is a general education student or a student on an IEP. 
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By evaluating and studying Howard Gardner’s and Abraham Maslow’s needs of an individual, teachers can realize and emphasize reaching maximum social and economic success within a child as well a developing them as a well-rounded person for the future.
Needs of the Society

This curriculum design is geared towards making every student achieve success not only in school, but in society as well no matter if they are on an IEP or not, which is why inclusion needs to be incorporated into the regular education classes or a daily basis and not just occasionally. By incorporating inclusion into the regular education classroom, this will help all students socialize and cooperate with their peers, which they will need in society when they are in the real-world. Also, it allows for the students to deal with racial differences, social responsibilities/constraints, and preparing to be a citizen when they graduate from high school. School is used to prepare students for real-life occurrences that will make them a well-rounded person, and what better way to start practicing, but by inclusion into the classroom, and cooperative learning not only by the teachers but by the students as well.
Values of the Subject Matter


The fifth grade science content is very rigorous and crucial to a child’s learning. Every student learns differently and by incorporating differentiated instruction into the classroom with inclusion students, the material/units can be taught in numerous different ways to address all styles of individual learning. Many times during the fifth grade curriculum, some units are stressed more than others, and that is because many of the units have been introduced in the lower grade levels, and they just need reinforced. As for new content material, that is the material that takes precedence over others so the students can retain as much as possible for the Ohio Achievement Assessments in April. All of the content in fifth grade is crucial for a child to learn and hopefully master, which will make them a well-rounded individual for the future.
The Educational Goal


The overall educational goal for this curriculum design is to integrate more inclusion into the classroom. Inclusion is a very strong word to use in a school system, and it seems like more and more teachers, students, administrators, and staff and willing to try anything to see students (especially special education students) succeed. Teachers need to take the time to really get to know their students and their needs, they will be able to see what is best for his or her classroom, whether it involve inclusion or not! A teacher’s job is to meet the needs of student’s no matter what the obstacles, and I feel that inclusion is a step in the right direction to achieve this goal.
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