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Curriculum Design and Map Project

Sequencing Rationale


At first glance, it appears that the Early Intervention differentiated instruction animal unit designed in this project is organized according to the concept-related sequencing model.  Children’s interests were first considered prior to the planning of the animal unit.  Next, the curriculum was then broken down into simple animal topics (ex. Pets, Farm Animals, Wild Animal, Ocean Animals).

Upon further examination, however, the actual organization of activities within the curriculum unit is not organized the same.  Children are not necessarily learning about animals from their experiences.  They are learning how to watch, listen, think, move, interact, communicate and understand during their experiences with animals.  This organizational sequence most closely resembles the learning-related sequence.  In this sequence, the unit and outcomes are based on what is familiar to the children.  The activities are organized according to difficultly, interest, development, and learning acquisition.

When considering the length of time each unit should be planned for, it seemed appropriate for each unit to last for six months, the minimum length of time between each child’s progress review.  Early Intervention classes meet only once a week for one hour.  While the unit is broken up into four individual animal lessons, each lesson topic is covered over a period of six sessions.  Children are continually exposed to a variety of animal-related activities throughout the unit that promote learning in all areas of the development (ex. cognition, social-emotional, self-help/adaptive, language, and motor). 

