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Rationale

In every classroom, one of the main issues teachers deal with is how they will teach the content in their class.  I believe that the methods used to teach the material is just as important as the material itself.  The methods that teachers use can also help the students develop as students and as people.  I believe that every aspect of the classroom should be beneficial to the students’ learning.  Because of this fact, I often question how I will teach a unit.  I also did this for this unit.  Though this unit is very long, and the students read many short stories and work with many different aspects of the short stories, this instructional design only contains the first week of the unit.  I think that the beginning of a unit is the most crucial because this is where the students learn all of the information they need to get through the rest of the unit.

Because students are learning most of the information they need to accurately learn each concept at the beginning of the unit, I believe that it is important to work with the concepts in different ways.  This is why I first start off with a pre assessment that allows me to realize if the students know the information or not. Chiarelott (2006) said, “Preassessments for CTL instructional design purposes generally occurs for two reasons: to assess students’ prerequisite experiences and to assess students’ entry-level knowledge of the concepts or skills to be learned” (p. 100). These are both reasons why it is important to do preassessments. It is also important for me to know because I know that the students have studied short stories before, and I need to know what they have learned.

After the preassessment, I am able to establish what the students need to learn.  I start with the information that the students will learn, so they can begin identifying the terms in the short stories and can begin developing the terms in their own work.  When sharing the terms with the students, I believe that it is important to share examples and have the students give examples of the concept.  In this manner, students are able to begin relating the information to other aspects of their lives.


I also believe that it is important for students to work together on the material being learned.  Throughout the unit, students will have a chance to work with partners and small groups.  Smyth (2010) stated, “The English language arts classroom lends itself to teaching collaborative skills through fostering meaningful discussion and encouraging group authorship, group inquiry, and cooperative problem solving.  Today’s students need not only to be able to understand and interpret what they read, but they also need to be able to create and negotiate meaning and realize that different backgrounds, cultures, orientations, and experiences shape their interpretations” (p. 1).  It is important for students to work together, so they can see others’ views on the same topic.  It is important for them to understand and appreciate others’ opinions.


Finally, the students are able to show their knowledge of the material in multiple ways.  Students are able to give presentations to the class that shows their mastering of a short story.  Students also will take a quiz to share the information that they have learned.  Ultimately, the students will create their own short stories to demonstrate their understanding of how these elements work.
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Unit Learner Outcomes
Elements
· Students will define plot structure and components- knowledge
· Students will identify components of plot in stories- analysis
· Students will demonstrate knowledge of plot components in their own writing- application
· Students will give examples of character, setting, and mood- comprehension
· Students will recognize chronological order, flashback, or in media res- knowledge
· Students will generate chronology in their own writing- synthesis
· Students will explain types of conflict- evaluation
Audience

· Students will create direct and indirect characterization- synthesis
· Students will write a well-structured plot- synthesis
· Students will interpret point of view in a story- evaluation
Literary Devices
· Students will know personification- knowledge
· Students will give an example of personification, simile, metaphor, and foreshadowing- comprehension
· Students will predict outcomes based on foreshadowing- application
· Students will distinguish differences between similes and metaphors- analysis
· Students will compose literary devices in their own writing- synthesis
Effect

· Students will know components of comedy, horror and suspense - knowledge
· Students will predict what will happen in short stories- comprehension
· Students will summarize the details of a short story- comprehension
· Students will comprehend the components of a suspense story- comprehension
· Students will compare and contrast elements of two suspense stories- evaluation
· Students will justify their opinion of the short stories- evaluation
· Students will write their own suspense story- synthesis
· Students will interpret meaning from stories- evaluation
Pre assessment

It is known that the students have previously covered short stories.  It is important to understand how much of the information they have learned and to find out the information that they remember from their past lessons on short stories.  To do this I will give a concept check list to see if the students have heard the terms that we will learn in this unit and how well they know the term.  This assessment will also be used at the end of the unit so students can see how much they have learned.  It will also help the teacher see if more information needs to be given to the students.
Short Stories: Concept Check and Assessment

Name:________________________________________Date:__________

Directions:  Before we begin learning about short stories, it is important to know the information that you already know.  Use a plus (+) if you believe you know a lot about the term.  Use a checkmark (√) if you have heard the word before, but you don’t know a lot of information about it. Use a zero (0) if the term is completely new to you.
Before 









After

Learning



Concept or Term



Learning
_________


Plot




            _________

_________


Exposition




_________


_________


Rising Action




_________

_________


Climax





_________

_________


Falling Action




_________

_________


Resolution




_________

_________


Protagonist




_________

_________


Antagonist




_________

_________


Setting





_________

_________


Chronological Order



_________

_________


Flashbacks




_________

_________


In media res




_________

_________


Conflict




_________

_________


Person vs Person



_________

_________


Person vs Society



_________

_________


Person vs Nature



_________

_________


Person vs Self




_________

_________


Personification



_________

_________


Simile





_________

_________


Metaphor




_________
_________


Foreshadowing



_________

Lesson Plan 

Day One

Concept: 

Short story elements

Objectives: 
Students will define plot structure and components.  Students will give examples of character, setting, mood, conflict, and plot.  Students will recognize chronological order, flashback, and in media res. Students will explain types of conflict.

Materials:  

Pre assessment: concept check, PowerPoint show, exit ticket sheets
Duration: 

This lesson will take one class period (about 45 minutes).

Procedures:

Introductory Activity (seven minutes)
· When the students enter the classroom, hand them a Short Stories: Concept Check and Assessment. 

· Explain to the students that it is important to understand the information that they already know about this topic because they have talked about the topic before.  

· Have the students fill out the worksheet.

· When students are finished with the sheet, read each term to the class.  Have the students use a thumbs up if they know a lot about the term, a middle thumb if they have heard about it before, and thumbs down if they have never heard the term before.

· Take notes on the results from the assessment.

Developmental Activity (thirty-five minutes)
· Tell the students that we will have a PowerPoint show explaining the elements of short stories.

· Explain that it would be important for the students to take notes on the information they find important in the show.
· Begin presenting the show to the students.  

· Pause to give examples from books and movies that they students would know to show your point.

· Ask the students to give their own examples of each of the elements from books or short stories that they have read.

Closure (three minutes)

· Hand out exit slips to the students and ask them to write down one thing that they learned today. Have students hand slip in when walking out the door.

PowerPoint Show for Short Story Elements
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Plots can be told in

Chronological order

Flashback

In media res (in the middle of things) 

when the story starts in the middle of the 

action without exposition
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Exposition: the start of the 

story, the situation before the 

action starts

Rising Action: the series of 

conflicts and crisis in the story 

that lead to the climax

Climax: the turning point, the 

most intense moment—either 

mentally or in action

Falling Action: all of the 

action which follows the 

climax

Resolution: the conclusion, 

the tying together of all of 

the threads
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Conflict is the 

dramatic struggle 

between two 

forces in a story.  

Without conflict, 

there is no plot.
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              Lesson Plan

Day Two

Concept:

Plot Components

Objectives:
Students will be able to define plot components.  Students will be able to identify plot components from short stories.

Materials:

Computer, sympodium, short stories

Duration:

This lesson will take one class period (45 minutes).

Procedures:

Introductory Activity (five minutes)
· When students enter into the classroom, have a plot diagram drawn on the sympodium.

· Randomly draw students’ names from cards to come up to the board and label the different components of plot.
· Continue to call on students to explain what each component does.

Developmental Activity (twenty-five minutes)
· Ask the students if they remember the story of Jack and the beanstalk.

· Tell the students the story, “Jack and the Beanstalk”.

· When finished telling the story to the students, open up the plot components already created on the sympodium.

· Because “Jack and the Beanstalk” has a simple plot, there are only a few plot lines for the story. The plot lines should be in a random order. Have a plot structure drawn below the plot lines.

· Randomly call on students by picking cards to begin putting the plot lines in the correct spots on the plot structure.

· When the students tell where each plot line should be, drag that plot line to correct spot on the plot structure.
· When students are finished putting the plot lines in order, read over all of the plot in correct order.

Concluding Activity (fifteen minutes)

· Ask the students to move into their partners and have one person per pair get out a piece of paper.

· Ask the students to decide on a common children’s story that each pair knows well.  If students need help, give them more examples of children stories.

· Have the students draw a plot structure and have them plot the major events on the structure.

Assessement:

Have the students be prepared to share their plot structures with the class in tomorrow’s class.

Plot Diagram for “Jack and the Beanstalk”

[image: image5]
· Jack cuts down the beanstalk to save himself from the giant
· Jack’s mom sends him to town to sell their cow

· Jack climbs the giant beanstalk and discovers a giant’s home

· Jack plants the beans and a giant beanstalk grows to the sky

· Jack and his mother live in poverty 

· Jack trades the cow for magic beans

· Jack steals the giant’s goose that lays golden eggs

· Jack and his mother live happily ever after because of the golden eggs

        Lesson Plan

Day Three

Concept:

Short story elements

Objectives:
The students will be able to identify plot components of a story.  Students will be able to identify setting, mood, characters, conflict, and order of a short story.
Materials:
Short stories, poster boards, markers, short story elements worksheets
Duration:
This lesson will take two periods (90 minutes).

Procedures:

Introductory Activity (fifteen minutes)
· Have students get out their plot diagrams from yesterday’s class.

· Ask each pair to stand up and explain their plot diagram to the class.  Make sure that they explain each of the five components.

Developmental Activity (fifty-five minutes)
· Split students into small groups and assign a short story to each group.
· Have the students read their short stories in their small groups.

· When students are finished reading their stories, pass out the Short Story Elements worksheet.

· Have students begin filling out the worksheet by finding the elements from their short story.

· When students are finished filling out the worksheet, hand groups a poster.

· Have students visually represent each element of their story on their poster.

Concluding Activity (twenty minutes)

· Have groups present their posters to the class.  

· Explain that each person in the group must talk during the presentation.

· Each element must be talked about in their presentation.
Assessment: Have students hand in their worksheet to be graded on accuracy.  Also grade students on their poster and presentation.
Short Story Elements Worksheet
Names: ____________________________________________________Date:_________

Directions: On a separate piece of paper, answer the following questions in complete sentences.
1. What is the conflict in the story?  How does the author present the problem?  Who are the protagonist and antagonist?
2. What is the mood of the story?  How does the author set this mood?

3. What do you learn in the exposition of the story? What is the setting?  What do you know about the characters in the beginning of the essay?

4. What events are included in the rising action of the story?

5. What is the climax of the story?

6.  What events are in the falling action of the story?

7. What happens in the resolution of the story?

Lesson Plan

Day Five

Concept:

Short story elements

Objectives:
Students will demonstrate knowledge of plot components in their own writing.  Students will generate chronology, setting, mood, and conflict in their own writing.
Duration:
This lesson will take one class period (45 minutes).

Procedures:

Introductory Activity

· Have students get out a piece of paper.

· Have students close their eyes.  Begin by setting a scene for the students.  Have them walk into a public place where they meet someone new.

· Have the students open there eyes and write down what that person looked like.  Have them think about gender, age, and race.  Have them explain the person in as much detail as possible.  Also have the students write down what that person was wearing.

· Have the students close their eyes again.  Inform them that they accidentally run into them. How does that person act?  They begin to have a conversation.  What details about the person’s life did they find out?

· Have the students open their eyes and write down what they found out from the stranger. Have them write down their personality traits and what they do for a living.

· Ask for volunteers to share the information about their character.

Developmental Activity

· Explain to the students that they have just created the character to the short story that they are going to create.

· Explain that they will have a couple minutes to start thinking of ideas for a short story.

· Explain that this is just planning stages, so if they don’t like something they will be able to change it at another time.  It is just important to begin getting ideas down on paper.
· Begin by asking the students to write down the setting of their story.  Ask them to use details about where this is set.

· Next tell the students that they must develop a main conflict in the story.  A conflict of a story drives the story. Have them write down their conflict.

· Next have the students begin writing out events that happen in the story.  Explain that they will need to have every plot component in their paper.

Concluding Activity

· Have the students turn to their partner and explain the information they developed during the period.  

· Have the students share their opinions about each other's work.

Assessment:  Have the students write their short story.  Explain that they need to make sure that they develop every part of their story.  They need to focus on creating mood while fully explaining their setting, characters, conflict, and plot.

Post Assessment

When this subunit is finished, students will be given an assessment to see if they learned the information from the unit.  First, students will fill out the concept check sheet that they filled out as a preassessment.  This will give me a good understanding if the students need to review any material.  If the students do not have a plus on each of the lines for after learning, then some of the material needs to be approached in a different way.  I would then have to re-evaluate the methods being taught.  After I am sure that the students know the information, I will give them a test based on the information learned.  This way I will know for sure if they learned the information and not just that they think they learned the information.

Short Story Quiz

Name:________________________________________Date:_____________________

Matching

A. Protagonist

H. Conflict

B. Antagonist

I. Symbolism


C. Genre


J. Sensuous Imagery

D. Setting


K. Figurative Imagery

E. Plot


L. Hyperbole

F. Atmosphere

M. Suspense

G. Style

1. ______The ways the author expresses himself conveys his ideas and central purpose.

2. ______ Means something itself in the story but also suggests a wealth of meaning beyond what it actually is

3. ______The main character in a work

4. ______ An exaggeration used in order to make a point or to emphasize

5. ______The physical background of the story- where and when the story takes place

6. ______A class or category of artistic work having a particular form, content, technique, and distinct characteristics

7. ______The growing of excitement felt by an audience or individual while awaiting the climax of a movie, book, or play due mainly to its concern for the welfare of a character they sympathize with or the anticipation of a violent act

8. ______The mood or tone of the story.  Physical surroundings affect a character and determine his mood.

9. ______The character or force in conflict with the main character

10. ______metaphor, simile, personification

11. ______The arrangement of events in a story

12. ______the dramatic struggle between two forces in a story.  

13. ______Images that appeal to the 5 senses

14. What are the three types of linear plot?

1. _________________________

2. _________________________

3. _________________________

15. What are the four types of conflict we have in a story?

1. _________________________

2. _________________________

3. _________________________

4. _________________________

36. What are the following plot components?
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1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

16. What are two things that are introduced in the exposition?

1. ______________________________________

2. ______________________________________

17. What are two ways that we learn about a character?

1. ______________________________________

2. ______________________________________

Extra Credit: Give examples of 4 books with one of the four different types of conflict in them. (You need to use the four different types of conflict).
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