Sequencing Rationale

Advanced Placement English 12: Literature and Composition

Critical Analysis Unit: Using Literary Theory/Criticism to Defend a Thesis

Issues of Morality

The concepts addressed in this unit are organized according to methods of inquiry.  Although this particular unit might also be logically designed following the utilization-related pattern of procedure, this unit is not focused entirely on the process of writing an analytical essay, but rather on the development of the ideas contained within that written artifact.  While all students, when the unit is completed, will have composed an analytical essay, the method or inquiry framework each student will have applied will be unique to each individual student.  In other words, it makes more sense to organize the unit around the introduction and use of the literary criticisms as they apply to the pieces of literature chosen independently by the students, rather than to focus on the writing process, which they have already practiced.  Furthermore, it is these literary viewpoints that will direct the research aspect of each student’s learning experience as he or she searches for reliable critical sources.  To keep from “putting the cart before the horse,” the critical theories have to be introduced and studied before they can be put into practice in the research and writing phase of the unit.


The first subunit, “Reading Applications,” sets the groundwork for the learning experience.  First, students must read, analyze and evaluate a piece of literature; then they must review the literary critical theories and choose a framework from which to interpret the novel they read.  Although both elements include reading, one is rooted in literature while the other is reliant on persuasive and informational texts; these different forms of prose require different comprehension and evaluation skills.  The entire process of the first subunit, then, is inquiry-based and student-led: students read novels of their choice, work with the literary criticisms to which they most easily relate, and develop individual paths of inquiry regarding what kind of arguments they want to make in response to the literature.


The second subunit, “Writing Applications,” is the next logical step because it moves the students’ inquiries from the theoretical into the practical.  Students must now answer the questions they have posed, defend the arguments they have presented, and support their claims with evidence from the research they have independently collected.  This unit also incorporates the drafting/rewriting aspect of the writing process, so students will have the opportunity to polish their writing and prepare it for publication in my classroom “journal” as well.  As the final learning artifact is created throughout this process, it is rational to conclude with these concepts.

