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• Concept mapping is a technique for representing 
knowledge in graphs

• Developed by Prof. Joseph D. Novak in the 1970's 
at Cornell University

• Concept mapping can be done for several 
purposes:

1. to generate ideas
2. to design a complex structure 
3. to communicate complex ideas
4. for brain-storming



Download from: http://cmap.ihmc.us/download



http://cmap.ihmc.us/Index.html



http://cmap.ihmc.us/download



C-Maps have many
applications like 
its use
in textbooks:



Each Chapter is 
provided
with a C-Map 
summary



Each Chapter has
a C-Map Summary



From the program menu select 
CMap Tools





Using C-Maps Tools



Create a New C-Map
Click on File
New Cmap



A new Untitled Window Map will be open



Right click the mouse on 
“New Concept” to get a Concept on the window



The Concept box will show up on the screen



Type a label or concept inside the box, and left click outside the concept.



Left-click on the concept and drag from the arrows to add a concept 



Type a “linking phrase” inside the rectangle.

Click on the box with ??? and type the 
Concept.  Then, left-click outside the
box to end.



Add other concepts left-click on the connection “Logic Gates”



Type the new concept and Continue adding more boxes as needed.





Save the Map

• After the map is complete or just or want 
to save it, click on File and save it with a 
name that you selected.

• Watch the movie





Adding Resources to the C-Map

• Save the resource  you want to add on the 
desktop and drag it to the C-Map.

• Figures, documents and other resources 
can be added to each concept.







How to Look at the Resources

• Left click on the resource symbol
• Left click on the resource title





Change Line Colors 

• Left click on the line 
• Look at the Styles Window
• Left click on colors and select one









Change Background

• To place an image on the background
• Right click on the clear portion of the  

background
• Then left click on “Add Background”
• Look at the movie





Student working on his C-Map



View C-Map as a Web Page





Using Auto Layout

• Change the layout of the map



Click on Polylines and
Generate New Layout



New Layout



Adding Annotation or
Comments to a C-Map



Type the annotation or comment you want to add.

<--Minimize it



After minimizing and moving to the 
desired position.



Watch the movie



General information and Links to C-Maps



Practice to Draw a C-Map

• Select your own topic
• Open the C-Map window
• Start building your own C-Map


