Instructional Design

Creating the United States Constitution
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By: Matt Beakas

Rationale


Students today need to have a sound understanding of what the United States Constitution is and how it functions. The Constitution provides us all with a blueprint of government operations and limitations placed upon the government. With the current state of the country, understanding and applying knowledge learned from the Constitution can help students better comprehend decisions made by elected officials. Examining the Constitution also helps to promote active civic engagement. Students learn the value of contributing to American society through voting, jury duty, and volunteering. This unit provides students with numerous ways to expand on the content through first hand experiences including our mock court trial, voting day, and the Generals initiative program.


This unit will include Tyler's Rationale for developing the curriculum (Chiarelott, 2006). The unit is designed to target educational purposes for the school and society. It has selected learning experiences that tie the activities directly to curriculum to enhance the students education. Lastly, the developed evaluation strategies help to measure the students overall learning experiences. This curriculum design helps to reinforce the constructivist approach. Utilizing the constructivist approach, learning becomes more interactive, hands-on, and meaningful for students. The unit also integrates various styles of lesson planning including the Basic Model, Project-and Problem Based Plans, and The 5-E Learning Cycle Model. Ultimately, each of the collective groups reaches a conclusion regarding individual rights about the U.S. Government's role in protecting the rights of all citizens (Chiarelott, 2006). As the unit progresses, students will be assessed in a variety of ways including formative, summative, and problem-solving activities.


The unit introduces the first government, the Articles of Confederation following the conclusion of the American Revolution. It helps students to understand how important effective and efficient government truly is. Following the collapse of the Articles of Confederation, students understand what the essential tools effective governments must use in order to survive. The Constitutional Convention helped to redefine what effective government looked like with the creation and draft of a new Constitution. Students dissect the new government and analyze its strengths and weaknesses compared to the Articles of Confederation. 


This unit entails more problem solving techniques and strategies than any other lesson we cover. The Constitution provides numerous opportunities for students to challenge one another through discussions, voting and campaigning activities, mock court trial, and creating new legislation. This allows students to experience how the Constitution manages the governments operations. Lastly, this unit follows the State of Ohio Academic Standards and mirrors the National Council for the Social Studies expectations. 

Unit Intended Learning Outcomes

Subunit One: Articles of Confederation Collapse

O.A.C.S Visited:  History 5 and 6, Government 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7

Major Objectives For Lesson:  

1.   SWBAT: explain some of the major issues associated with the Articles of Confederation.

2. SWBAT: analyze some of the weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation.

3. SWBAT: compare and contrast the Articles and Continental Congress.

Subunit Two: Creating a New Constitution

O.A.C.S Visited:  History 5 and 6, Government 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7

Major Objectives For Lesson:  

1.   SWBAT: explain what the Constitutional Convention represented

2. SWBAT: explain the importance of the Three-Fifths Compromise

3. SWBAT: analyze the importance of the Virginia Plan

Subunit Three: 

O.A.C.S Visited: History 5 and 6, Government 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7

Major Objectives For Lesson:  

      1.   SWBAT: Compare and contrast Federalists and Antifederalists

2. SWBAT: relate the Bill of Rights and the importance of it to their every day life.

3. SWBAT: Identify the 1st ten amendments as the Bill of Rights

Subunit Four: 

O.A.C.S Visited:   History 5 and 6, Government 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7

Major Objectives For Lesson:  

1. SWBAT: Identify the roles of different branches of government


   2. SWBAT: Identify how many Amendments and Articles there are.

3. SWBAT: Analyze information found in text and then summarize it.

Subunit Five: 

O.A.C.S Visited: History 5 and 6, Government 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7

Major Objectives For Lesson:  

   1. SWBAT: analyze the effects of the Constitution and why it is important


      2. SWBAT: explain the process of how a bill becomes a law

3. SWBAT: compose an argument on how the Bill of Rights protects their individual rights. 
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SOCIAL STUDIES PRE-TEST

Directions: For multiple-choice items, choose the best answer and fill in the corresponding letter on the blank at the left. When you respond to the short-answer and extended response items, use the grid paper and be sure that 



your answers are complete and all your work appears in the 







answer.


1). Which right found in the Magna Carta

4). The Articles of Confederation

      was also included in the United  States 

      allowed each state to determine

      Constitution?





      the tax on imported goods from 









      other nations. The national 


A. right to vote




      government had no power to 








     
      raise or lower taxes.


B. right to a trial by jury









      How did this situation affect the 


C. freedom of the press



      early economy of the country?


D. freedom of assembly




A. state governments were 









    
     overtaxed by the national










     government

2). The Northwest Ordinance was passed 

      in 1787 by the United States Congress.


B. state goverments refused to

      








    print money

      What did the Northwest Ordinance 

      make possible.






C. foreign countries had to 









 
     lend Congress money to 


A. the creation of several new states


     build roads and canals


B. discovery of gold




D. Inexpensive foreign goods 










     flooded the country hurting


C. establishment of pubic hospitals


     the American economy.


D. purchase of Oregon and 

    
     Washington




5) In what ways did Shay's Rebellion









    of 1786 lead to changes in the









    United States government?

3). What provisions of the Bill of Rights

      protected the rights of a person who is


A. it demonstrated a need for 

      accused of a crime?




   
     policies to adopt new 










     territories


A. federalism











B. disputes between states 


B. due process





    could be resolved


C. separation of powers




C. farmers needed the right to 










      vote in national elections


D. checks and balances











D. the rebellion showed how  










     weak the government was



6). Which Amendment found in the 


9). The Constitutional Convention 

      United States Constitution protects the

      had many different proposals 
      rights of freedom of speech, religion, 

      for the new government.

     and press?









      Under the Virginia Plan, it said


A. 1st Amendment



  
      the new government would have









      three branches of government 


B. 2nd Amendment



                  and what?


C. 4th Amendment





A. a monarchy


D. 29th Amendment




B. a new president










C. a two-house law making 

7). The man responisble for helping to 

  
     body called the Senate and

      rebuild the Articles of Confederation,


     House of Representatives

      our first national government, and is 

      also known as the “Father of the 



D. a new building

      Constitution”was who?


A. George Washington



10). How many of the states had to 









      approve a change to the United 


B. Ben Franklin




      Constitution or the Amendments?


C. James Madison




A. ¼ of the states


D. Harry Potter





B. ½ of the states










C. ¾ of the states

8). The first thing the newly formed 

      government called the Constitution 


D. all of them

      had to do was nominate someone to

      become president.









11). A government system where the

      Who did the they nominate as the 1st   

        powers are shared between the 

      American president?




        federal government and states 









        is called what?


A. Abraham Lincoln










A. communism


B. Robert E. Lee










B. federalism


C. George Washington










C. socialism


D. Thomas Jefferson










D. monarchy





12). People that thought the Constitution

15). How many amendments are 

        took to much power away from the

        found in the United States 

        states and did not guarantee rights for 

        Constitution?
        the people were called what?


A. Federalists





A. 7


B. Anti-federalists





B. 30


C. Patriots






C. 27


D. Loyalists






D. 10

13). The Constitutional Convention helped 

16). Where are the powers of each

        to create the foundation for our new 

        branch of government, the 

        government called the Constitution.

        President, Senate, House, and 









        other government laws found?

        What important addition was later 

        added the the Constitution that 



A. The 7 Articles

        guaranteed the rights of the people. 

        Rights the government could not take


B. Bill of Rights

        away.










C. The United States Supreme


A. Bill of Rights





      Court


B. the 7 Articles





D. The Senate Judiciary


C. the Supreme Court









17). Which branch of government is


D. the preamble




        responsible for creating and 









        establishing our national laws?

14). How many Articles are listed under the


A. legislative

        United States Constitution?










B. executive


A. 12










C. judicial 


B.  7










D. supreme court


C. 1


D. 27




18). What was an outcome of Shay's 


21). How many votes does the House
        Rebellion?





        of Representatives and Senate









        need for a bill to pass legislation?


A. The people realized the need to


A. 2/3rd 

                 maintain peace and order














B. 1/4 


B. people didn't want a strong






    government





C. all agree


C. people realized a strong 



D. 1/3


     government would take away 

 
     individual rights.









22). The President of the United States


D. none of the above



        gets elected through what 









        political system?

19). Where was the Declaration of 



A. by the Senate

        Independence and Constitution both

        signed at?






B. he is nominated


A. Independence Hall




C. Supreme Court


B. Boston






D. Electoral College


C. The White House





D. Gettysburg




23). What is the purpose of having 









        a federal government that has









        three branches of government,









        a two-house law making body, 

20). According to Article 1 of the United 

        and other rules outlined in the 

        States Constitution, after Congress 

        Constitution?

        passes a bill, how does the bill usually

        become a law?





A. so many delegates can 









 
     have jobs


A. the states ratify it










B. to split up the power, which 


B. the court upholds it




    prevented it from becoming









                similar to a monarchy


C. the president signs it










C. so the branches have more


D. the cabinet approves it



     power than another










D. to provide the government










     with more power






24). Protection from illegal search and 


BONUS QUESTIONS:

        seizure is granted by which 

        Amendment.


A. 1st Amendment



      *Each question you get write will add








        1 point to your final score. You do not


B. 28th Amendment


        have to answer all three correctly to 









 
    receive credit.


C. 4th Amendment


D. 11 Amendment




1. Governments interact with one 









     another in many different ways.

25). This agreement between the northern

     Which is a formal agreement 

        and southern states over the issue of 

     between two countries?

        slavery became know as what?










A. treaty 


A. Missouri Compromise




B. charter


B. Three-Fifths Compromise



C. constitution


C. Treaty of Paris





D. proclamation


D. Treaty of Ghent




2). What is the sacred book of the 









      Islamic religion?










A. Bible










B. Torah










C. Koran










D. Vedas









3). Why did European nations build









      colonies in the America?










A. markets and goods to 









     support trade










B. for new inventions










C.  laborers for factories










D. to fight a war with the 










     Native Americans










Student Name: _________________________________________________________

American History
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Chapter 8: Establishing a National Government

Pre-Test


Answer Document

Mr. Beakas

Mr. Beakas

Daily Plan Sheet: Anthony Wayne Junior High

Course:  8th Grade History: Early American History

Unit Title:   The Creation of an American Constitution

Number of Sessions In Unit: 

5


Session #:   1

O.A.C.S Visited:  History 5 and 6, Government 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7

Major Objectives For Lesson:  

1. SWBAT: explain some of the major issues associated with the Articles of the Confederation.

2. SWBAT: analyze some of the weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation.

3. SWBAT: compare and contrast the Articles and Continental Congress.

Class Organization:




      Time: 5 Minutes

Attendance, Morning Announcements, and Collect Homework

Recap and Introduction:



      Time: 5-10 Minutes 

Pass out the test from Chapter 7 and discuss them with the students

Content Presentation:



                Time: 10-15 Minutes

Lecture over Section 1: Chapter 8

Content Expansion:



                Time: Remainder

Mr. Beakas

Daily Plan Sheet: Anthony Wayne Junior High

Course:  8th Grade History: Early American History

Unit Title: The Creation of an American Constitution

Number of Sessions In Unit: 

5


Session #:   2

O.A.C.S Visited:  History 5 and 6, Government 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7

Major Objectives For Lesson:  

1. SWBAT: explain what the Constitutional Convention represented


2. SWBAT: explain the importance of the Three-Fifths Compromise

3. SWBAT: analyze the importance of the Virginia Plan

Class Organization:




      Time: 5 Minutes

Attendance, Morning Announcements, and Collect Homework

Recap and Introduction:



      Time: 5-10 Minutes 

Review yesterday’s homework on the board

Content Presentation:



                Time: 10-15 Minutes

Lecture over Section 2: Chapter 8

Content Expansion:



                Time: 10 Minutes

Have students use today’s lecture material to discuss amongst small groups whether or not the Three-Fifths Compromise was worth it


Mr. Beakas

Daily Plan Sheet: Anthony Wayne Junior High

Course:  8th Grade History: Early American History

Unit Title: The Creation of an American Constitution

Number of Sessions In Unit: 

5


Session #:   3

O.A.C.S Visited: History 5 and 6, Government 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7

Major Objectives For Lesson:  

1. SWBAT: Compare and contrast Federalists and Antifederalists


2. SWBAT: relate the Bill of Rights and the importance of it to their every day life.

3. SWBAT: Identify the 1st ten amendments as the Bill of Rights

Class Organization:




      Time: 5 Minutes

Attendance, Morning Announcements, and Collect Homework

Recap and Introduction:



      Time: 10-15 Minutes 

Have students present their homework to me and that way we can get started immediately. Questions answered on board over Section 1 and 2.

Content Presentation:



                Time: 10-15 Minutes

Lecture over Section 3: Chapter 8

Content Expansion:



                Time: Remainder

Students can work with partners on their homework covering Section 3 Main Idea questions.


Name: __________________________________

Period:__________________________________

Short Answer and Extended Response Questions

Please answer the following questions in complete sentences or

YOU WILL NOT RECEIVE CREDIT!!!!!!!!

Why is a government that has a separation of powers and a system of checks and balances important? (2pts)

Explain the importance of the Northwest Ordinance? (2pts)

Why is the Bill of Rights such an important part of our daily life? (4pts)

How did the Northern and Southern states agree to deal with the issue of slavery at the Constitutional Convention? (4pts).

Mr. Beakas

Daily Plan Sheet: Anthony Wayne Junior High

Course:  8th Grade History: Early American History

Unit Title: The Creation of an American Constitution

Number of Sessions In Unit: 

5
Session #:   2-Day Research

O.A.C.S Visited:   History 5 and 6, Government 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7

Major Objectives For Lesson:  

1. SWBAT: Identify the roles of different branches of government


2. SWBAT: Identify how many Amendments and Articles there are.

3. SWBAT: Analyze information found in text and then summarize it.

Class Organization:




      Time: 5 Minutes

Attendance, Morning Announcements, and Collect Homework

Recap and Introduction:



      Time: 10-15 Minutes 

Have students gather the packet and Constitution booklets and then explain where they will be able to find information.

Content Presentation:



                Time: 2- Full Days

Students will be able to work with a partner on completing this packet. There are 50 questions that they will have to be completed by the 2nd full day.

Name: ___________________________________

Period: ___________________________________

Directions: For this activity you will be given a copy of the United States Constitution and the Amendments. The answers to the questions will be found in the Constitution. For each question you are to write the answer and indicate where the answer was found in the Constitution.

Example: Which Amendment prohibits slavery?

Answer: The 13th Amendment prohibits slavery in the United States.

Questions:

1. How many articles does the Constitution contain?

2. Article I of the Constitution regulates what branch of government? 

3. The Executive branch is regulated by which article in the Constitution?

4. What branch does Article III of the Constitution explain?

5. Relationships of the states are regulated by which Article?

6. To what does the VI Article explain?

7. The right to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury in the state and district where the crime was alleged, is outlined by what amendment?

8. What amendment describes a trial by jury?

9. Which amendment prohibits excessive finds and inflicting cruel and unusual punishment?

10. Which amendment states that the rights guaranteed in the Constitution may not be denied?

11. What amendment contains the laws governing the Electoral College?

12. Which amendment prohibits the sale of alcohol?

13. Which amendment gave women the right to vote?

14. When is Congress sworn in?

15. Which Congressional body was the sole power to try impeachments?

16. Which amendment protects the rights of an American citizen to petition the government for redress of grievances?

17. Freedom of the press is protected in which amendment?

18. What amendment guarantees freedom of speech and the right to assemble peacefully?

19. What amendment guarantees the freedoms of religion?

20. Which amendment protects the rights to bear arms?

21. Which amendment prohibits soldiers from moving into the home without consent of the owners?

22. Which amendment protects Americans from unreasonable search and seizure?

23. Which amendment protects and individual from being charged with the same crime twice?

24. Which amendment forbids the government from compelling a person accused of a crime to testify against himself?

25. Which amendment protects against the government from taking private property for public use without just compensation?

26. Which amendment reversed Prohibition?

27. How many states had to ratify the Constitution before it could be put into effect?

28. Which article in the Constitution defines all the powers and duties of the Congress?

29. Which article defines the duties of the president?

30. Which article in the Constitution defines the Judicial Branch?

31. Which article in the Constitution defines a states rights?

32. Which article in the Constitution defines the process of amending the Constitution?

33. Which article in the Constitution defines the Constitution as the law of the land?

34. Which of the three branches of government does the Constitution give power to define and punish piracies committed on the high seas?

35. Which three branches of government does the Constitution give power to punish citizens for treason?

36. How long does a patent protect an inventor for the exclusive right or benefit to that product?

37. How many states must approve a change in the Constitution before it becomes a law?

38. Where in the Constitution does it refer to the Constitution as the Supreme Law of the land.

39. How often are elections held for members of the House of Representatives?

40. How long must a person be a citizen of the U.S before he/she can become a member of the House of Representatives?

41. How old must a person be before they can become a member of the House of Representatives?

42. How long is a Senators term in office?

43. Who serves as President of the Senate?

44. How often are senators elected?

45. How old must a person be before they can be elected to serve in the Senate?

46. How long must a person be a citizen of the U.S before he/she can become a member of the Senate?

47. How many Senators must be present for the Senate to conduct business?

48. Who is the commander in chief of our armed forces?

49. Which branch of government is charged with the development of the military?

50. Can the commander in chief call the states militia to active duty?

Names:___________________________________

House Bill # ________________________

Bill Title: ___________________________________________________________________

Proposed By Congressmen or Congresswomen:____________________________________________

Summary of Bill:

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

Mr. Beakas

Daily Plan Sheet: Anthony Wayne Junior High

Course:  8th Grade History: Early American History

Unit Title: The Creation of an American Constitution

Number of Sessions In Unit: 

5


Session #:   5

O.A.C.S Visited: History 5 and 6, Government 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7

Major Objectives For Lesson:  

1. SWBAT: analyze the effects of the Constitution and why it is important


2. SWBAT: explain the process of how a bill becomes a law

3. SWBAT: compose an argument on how the Bill of Rights protects their individual rights. 

Class Organization:




      Time: 5 Minutes

Attendance, Morning Announcements, and Collect Homework

Recap and Introduction:



      Time: 5 Minutes 

Review the main ideas from the Constitution packet and then explain to the students that they will be taking a practice test over the material

Content Presentation:



                Time: 10-15 Minutes

Students will be able to take the practice test and have an opportunity to view similar questions to the test.

Closure Activity:                                                            Time: Remainder


Students will get review sheets over test material and will have to study the questions on their time.

Chapter 8 Review Sheet

How many Articles are in the Constitution?

How many Amendments are there in the Constitution?

What was the name of our first government called?

Name 3 reasons the Articles of Confederation failed?


1.


2.


3.

What does the term due process mean?

Which right found in the Magna Carta is also included in the United States Constitution?

The Northwest Ordinance allowed for the future creation of several new what?

Shay's Rebellion showed the country needed what?

How many states had to approve a Constitutional or Amendment change?

A system of government where the powers are shared between the national and state government is called what?

Name the three branches of government and their responsibilities.


1.


2.


3.

What is the last step before a bill becomes a law?

How many votes does the House of Representatives and Senate need to pass a bill?

A separation of powers and checks and balances was proposed by which plan?

Freedom of speech, religion, and press are all protected under which amendment?

Who is the father of the Constitution?

People that thought the Constitution did not guarantee rights for the people were called what?

The first 10 Amendments to the Constitution are called what?

How did the Northern and Southern states deal with the issue of slavery at the Constitutional Convention? What did agree on?

Where are the powers of the President, House of Representatives, Senate, and three branches of government all listed?

If you wanted to introduce a new bill into the United States Congress, but you weren't a House member or Senator, how would you get your bill proposal into Congress?

Name: __________________________________


Score _________/ 72 

Period: _________________________________





Chapter 8 Essay Test

Directions: For the following questions listed below, please answer them in complete sentences unless it states otherwise. 

1. Please complete the graph below that shows the two law making bodies of the United States Congress. (Question 1 is worth 16 Points)

Congress


________________________





________________________

Has __________   members





Has _______ members

Serves a _________ year term




Serves a __________ year term

Each state gets _________ members



Each states numbers are determined

per state.







by their states _________________

2. The Northwest Ordinance helped settle all the territory the new United States won during the Revolutionary War. This new territory would eventually become new ________________________ and allowed the country to expand west. (2pts)

3. Name the three branches of government proposed by the Virginia Plan and what each branches responsibilities are. (6pts)

1. _________________________  -

2. _________________________  -

3. _________________________  -

4. When a bill goes through Congress it has several stops is has to make. The last step before a bill becomes a law is that it must go before the President. The president can do two things with this bill, he or she can either _________________________ and it becomes a law, or they can _____________ it and it will be sent back to House and Senate for changes and re-approval.


(4 Points)

5. The powers of the President, House and Senate, the three branches of government are all listed in the __________________________ , where as the rights of the people including freedom of speech, right to a trial by jury are all found listed in the ______________________


The are how many Amendments in the United States Constitution? _______________


How many Articles are there listed in the Constitution? ______________


(Question 5 is worth 8pts)

6. When a bill is passed in the House of Representatives and the Senate it needs ______/_____ rds majority to pass and go to the President for approval? On the other hand, when a constitutional amendment needs approved by the states, it must have ______/_______ ths majority for that amendment to become part of the Constitution.


(Question is worth 4 Points)

7. Draw a chart or graph that shows how power is shared among the national, state, and local governments.


The term __________________________________ refers to the powers shared between the 
national and state government. (Question 7 is worth 4pts)

8. Explain what the Three-Fifths Compromise. (4pts)

9. The first ten amendments to the United States Constitution were called the what? (2pts)

10. Shays Rebellion showed that the Articles of Confederation our first failed government was weak. The new national government needed to be ____________________ and have the ability to enforce laws. (2pts)

11. If you wanted a new law to be created, explain or draw the process of how that idea and bill becomes a law. It must include the 6 steps to receive full credit. (20pts)

1. Contact your _____________________________________

2. Bill is created an introduced to the _____________________________________

3. The ________________________________ debates, votes, and if it receives ____/_____rds majority, it passes.

4. Bill is introduced to the ______________________________

5. The ________________________________ debates, votes, and if it receives ____/_____rds majority, it passes. 

6. After a bill passes in Congress, the last step before a bill becomes a law is it goes before the president. They can either ___________ or ____________ the bill. If they sign the  bill, the bill  now becomes a _________________.
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