The Federalist and Anti-Federalist Debate 1788
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The federalists believed in a strong central government



The Anti-Federalists thought the 
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power away from the states and that it also














did not provide any guaranteed rights for the 











people.

The Problem:

The U.S. Constitution contained no guarantee that government would protect the rights of the people, or let alone the states. This meant U.S. citizens would have no protection from the government.

This was the whole reason why the Americans fought the Revolutionary War. They wanted to get individual rights, representation, protection from the government, etc....

Fixing the Problem:

Thanks to Patriots like Patrick Henry and George Mason, a Bill of Rights was included in the new U.S. government and became the known as the Bill of Rights, or the first 10 amendments.


That gives you freedom of speech, religion, press, assembly, right to legal representation, fair trial, right to bear arms, protection from illegal search and seizure, just to name a few.

