Statement of Purpose


The United States Constitution provides so many unique opportunities for students to explore how our government runs, operates, and maintains peace and order. However, students seem to struggle with this concept due to the complexity and scale surrounding the Constitution. The purpose behind this curriculum design is establish meaningful lessons, activities, and assessments that target areas of weaknesses. Students need to have a general understanding of  government operations if we expect them to become actively involved in community civics.


The United States Constitution provides a variety of unique hands-on learning opportunities for students and teachers alike. I propose to enhance student learning through numerous activities such as dissect voting campaigns and elections, mock trials and our court system, how new legislation becomes a law, and presidential powers and limitations. Unique activities like these allow students to become directly involved in the same practices our elected and appointed officials are engaged in. I want my students to be able to make connections between our government today and how that elected government directly impacts their lives. If students are aware of how government can positively and negatively impact their lives, they're more likely to practice civic involvement when they become adults.


This Constitution Unit will also introduce how the founding fathers worked to establish a new government that ensured the rights of the people through a Bill of Rights. These ten initial amendments were rights given to the people and deemed untouchable by the creation of the Constitution in 1787. This unit will make students aware of how important these individual rights are and how they impact their lives on a daily basis. However, even though this unit challenges ones taught in the past, it will still be aligned with state and national standards.


The implementation of this new unit will give students a better understanding of the United States Constitution through valuable learning activities. These activities are designed so that students can take with them beyond the classroom. If we expect students to become life long learners and active participants in civic involvement, they need to have the foundation, tools, and background into why they should stay involved and connected to their government.

