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JUSTIFICATION

The Board of Education, committed to offering quality education, recognizes that the demands placed on future graduates cal[ for an individual with special characteristics. These characteristics include the ability to communicate in Spanish and English, the last one considered a universal language

The learners will benefit from these communication skills as they face the challenges placed by the rapid technological and scientific change, new and alarming event which threaten world peace, the demands placed by globalization, and the need for updated, relevant and timely information, among others.

Our strategic location in the world map, makes our country a place for international business, businesses which require a broad variety of communication skills. Panama's main economic activity is based on a variety of services which include a strong banking Sector, whose representatives from other

countries, regardless of their place of origin, use either Spanish or English to conduct their transactions.

Panama is also considered a rich country, rich in its cultural diversity, as we are a rnelting pot of people from different ethnic background, who have found a place to develop their businesses and prosper. We can conclude that our social and cultural development has been influenced by these people, the strength of their beliefs and their abilities to succeed.

Undoubtedly, the ability to speak English has become an important requirernent for professional seeking positions in business, in scientific fields and others, as can be evidenced by job announcements.

The Board of Education in its constant evaluation of the Nation's Curricular Program, has endeavored to make changes necessary to próvide future graduates with important tools as this, so they can face the challenge of tomorrow.

COURSE DESCRIPTION

Through the development of this program, students are encouraged to become independent learners and express their ideas and opinions in regards to relevant issues and current events.

The scope and sequence of the program consider previously acquired knowledge to develop the learners communication skills in English. This creates a powerful context for learning through a wide variety of themes such as: Useful Expressions, Accounting Procedure, General Business, Finance, and Values.

Grammar topics presented enhance the learner ability to build meaningful sentences emphasizing correct structure and mechanics. These grammar topics are: different kind of

sentences, noun and adjective suffixes, present perfect tense with: for, since, just, yet, already and still, two word verbs, first and second conditional, and logic organization of numbers.

Technology becomes a required tool for students to investigate and report information in a relevant, timely, and accurate manner. The material presented has as a main objective the learners ability to further develop their analytical skills, critica¡ thinking, and competence to make valuable judgements.

Special attention has been given to values so learners will recognize and apply socially accepted behavior.

Methodology

The methodology to be followed should place the learner at the center of al[ the activities related to the teaching learning process.. This will allow him/her to learn from significant experiences, which provide opportunities to demonstrate not only, the acquisition of knowledge but the application of it to solve diverse problerns.

The application of proper grammar techniques and mechanics will be validated by oral and written expressions of their ideas. The method recommended to develop the necessary language skills should find an equilibrium between the phonemic awareness method and the whole language approach. The recognition of sounds and the ability to blend them allów the student the possibility to read and pronounce new terms with greater ease, while the whole language approach allows the studerrt to gather meaning from a context,

even in situations where there might be a series of unknown words.

The methodology shoiald provide new and interesting situations, and take into account the interests and characteristics of the students. Group discussions and projects are important to enable the learrier to develop their abilities to collaborate with others in the fulfillment of objectives or tasks. Equal importance should be placed on investigations, which will set the course for life long learning, as the student becomes an independent learner, capable of acquiring information, analyze it and make important decisions with it.

The methodology should include the use of diverse forms of technology as working tools, providing richness of information and improved ways for processing ü:.

Evaluation

Evaluation should not be seen as a separate process from daily activities or the simple task of placing a series of test after finishing a lesson. Authentic evaluation requires the continuous valorization of the learners achievements. It is destined to improve the quality of education by focusing on the strengths of the learner and using these to further knowledge.

Diagnostic evaluation

Diagnostic evaluation determines previous knowledge the learner might posses, pin pointing a starting point to build future knowledge. It also gives a general characteristic of the group, as well as, ideas about the best strategy to use. Students can share their relevant experiences and knowledge related to the topics to be discussed. The instructor adds to the knowledge and experiences the learners already posses.

Formative Evaluation

This evaluation involves the continuous valorization of student performance. This type

of evaluation should be done frequently to obtain constant feedback about the process. It tells which are the learning objectives obtained, what motivates the students, how was the individual and group per(ormance, which are sorne of the behavioral problems seen in the group and other important information needed to improve the process.

Sumrrrative Evaluation

Offers a measurement of how well the objectives were obtained. This type of evaluation should allow the learner to express opinions and value judgments, rather than giving only memorized answers.

The results of this type of assessments are determined by comparing the total score with a selected scale. The items in the evaluations are based on criteria to determine if the objectives where obtained and how well they were obtained. Tests, hornework, investigations, and group work are some of the ways to obtain a surnmative evaluation.

SUBJECT GENERAL OBJECTIVES

1. To achieve communicative skills: listening; speaking, reading and writing in an integrated way, while valuing and preserving their own cultural heritage.

2. To become good citizens by practicing values and good manners.

3. To value the importance of our natural resources finding ways to protect and conserve them. 4. To become independent learners capable of furthering language skills. 5. To acquire investigative and critica¡ thinking skills.

GRADE OBJECTIVES

1. To communicate effectively through the proper use of listening, readinq, writing, and speaking.

2. To develop the skills necessary for structuring sentences correctly, following proper grammar usage and mechanics.

o3. To become independent learners by using the tools provided by technology. 4. To reproduce and develop phonemic awareness. . To derive meaning from context clues and inferences.

6. To display values and good manners, as well as, socially accepted behiavior. .

OBJETIVOS ESPECIFICOS

CONTENIDOS *

1. To apply 'Useful expressions" effectively in communication.

1. Useful expressions.

1 got the message.

1 wouldn't be surprised if ....

I don't know if I should say this. Don "t keep me in suspense.

- What's been going on%' You'll never guess. Others.

*Los aprendizajes conceptuales, procedimentales y actitudinales subyacen en los objetivos específicos, contenidos y actividades de aprendizaje y de evaluación,


ACTIVIDADES SUGERIDAS

STUDENTS WILL:

1. Prepare a list of Useful expressions.

2. Practice a dialogue which includes "Useful expressions".

3. Practice the use of these expressions throughout the year in dialogues, greetings, and conversations.

Note: Good values should be practiced throughout the year. See objective # 24 at the end.


THEME 2: ACCOUNTING PROCEDURES.

	OBJETIVOS ESPECÍFICOS
	
	
	CONTENIDOS*

	2. To define basic accounting
	
	2. Accounting Terminology.

	terminology.
	
	-
	Endorsement, entries journalizing,

	3. To summarize the benefits offered by

designed for
	
	3.

.
	posting, trial balance, worksheet,

adjustment, others.

Computers in Accounting.

	programs

accounting purposes.
	
	-
	Benefits.

	
	
	-
	Programs.

	4. To construct declarative, imperative,
	
	4.

.
	Different kind of sentence:>.

	e
and interrogative

se ntences.
	
	-
	Declarative.

	
	
	-
	Imperative.

Exclamatory.

Interrogative.

	
	
	
	


*Los aprendizajes conceptuales, procedimentales y actitudinales subyace,n en los objetivos específicos, contenidos y actividades de aprendizaje y de evaluacícín.

OBJETIVOS ESPECIFICOS

CONTENIDOS*

5. To describe the benefits and responsibilities of owning a sole property.

6. To determine an employee's earning and its deductions.

5. Accounting for a property owner.

-Description

-Owner's Responsibilities.

-Advantages.

-Examples.

6. Payroll.

-Employee's Taxes. -Employer's Taxes. -Recording Taxes. -Paying Taxes.


ACTIVIDADES SUGERIDAS

STUDENTS WILL:

1. Make á biography dictionary of accounting terminology.

2. Research through internet and other source of information about the benefits

offered by accounting related to computer programs. 3. Exchange information with classmates.

4. Practice writing different types of sentence. Work in pairs.

5. List and discuss the benefits and responsibilities of owning a sole proprietorship. 6. Calculate an employee's earnings and its deductions . 7. Prepare a Company's Monthly Payroll deduction. 8. Work in, groups. Present their findings individually.


	THEME 3: GENERAL BUSINESS.
	
	

	OBJETIVOS ESPECÍFICOS
	
	
	CONTENIDOS*

	7. To make educated consumer choices.
	
	7.
	Your Place as a Consumer.

	8.To identify noun and adjective suffixes.
	
	8.
	-Becoming a Shar¡) Shopper.

-Finding Consumer Information.

-Comparing Prices.

-ldentifying a Fake Dollar.

Noun and Adjective Suffixes.


9. To list the necessary steps to open a business.

9. The Ownership of a Business.

-Requirements. -Legal Aspects. -Budgeting.

-Studying the Market.


	OBJETIVOS ESPECÍFICOS
	ACTIVIDADES SUGERIDAS*

	10. To identify price changes in products
	11.Meeting Economic Needs and wants.

	as a result of changes in demand,
	-Economic Resources.

	resources available, and consumer
	-Needs and Wanis.

	preferences.
	-Unlimited Wants.

	11. To construct sentences in the present
	-Limited Resources.

-Changes in Cost.
•

11. Present Perfect.

	perfect tense using: for, since, just,

yet, already, and still.
	-Simple and Continuous with:

	12. To identify the required skills for
	for, since, just, yet, already,

still.

12. Business Skills

	professionals in the different fields

of business.
	-Necessary skills for different

	13. To explain effectively the role played
	positions.

13. Women versus Men in the Labor

	by women and men in the Labor
	Force.

	Force.
	


*Los aprendizajes conceptuales, procedimentales y actitudinales subyacen en los objetivos específicos, contenidos y actividades de aprendizaje y de evaluación.

THEME 4: FINANCE

	OBJETIVOS ESPECÍFICOS
	CONTENIDOS*

	14. To explain effectively the logic

organization of numbers.

15. Describe the characteristics of bank

accounts.
	14. Logic Organization of Numbers.

- Cardinal-Ordinal

-Even

-Odd

15. Bank Accourits

	16. To use two word verbs effectively
	-Saving Accounts.

-Opening an account.

-Deposits.

-Withdrawals.

-Best interest rates.

- Checking Accounts.

-Opening an account.

-Deposits.

-Withdrawals.

-Best interest rates.

16 Two Word Verbs.

	in communicafion.
	.

	
	-Go out, split up, get engaged,

others.


*Los aprendizajes conceptuales, procedimentales y actitudinales subyacen en los objetivos específicos, contenidos y actividades de aprendizaje y de evaluación.

	OBJETIVOS ESPECÍFICOS
	CONTENIDOS*

	17. To prepare personal budgets based

on expected income and expenses.

18. To construct correct sentences with

the first conditional.
	17. Personal Money Managernent

-Weekly budget.

-Saving for Big Expenses

-Incrementing Incorne.

18. First Conditional

-If + present simple, will + infinitive.

	19. To compare the advantages and
	19. The Credü: Card.

	disadvantages of using a credit card.
	-ApPIYin9 for a Credit Card.

	
	-Types of Credit Cards.

-Reasons for acquiring a Credit

Card.

-Advantages.

,
-Disadvantages.


os apren izajes conceptuales, procedimentales y actitudinales subyacen en los objetivos específicos, contenidos y actividades de aprendizaje y de evaluación.

ACTIVIDADES SUGERIDAS

STUDENTS WILL:

1. Make an oral and written report about "logical organization of numbers".

3. Visit a bank , feel out forms to open accounts .

4. Investigate the characteristics of savings and checking accounts. 4. Give the meaning of each two word verbs. Play charades. 5. Prepare a weekly budget based on actual allowances. 6 Prepare a budget based on his/her expected salary.

7. Take into account cost of living expenses away from their parents home.

7. Practice constructing sentences with the first conditional. Work with a partner. 8. Work in groups studying cases to determine when it is most appropriate to use

a credit card when acquiring a product.

9. Prepare a chart listing different currencies and comparing their

acquisition with that of the dollar.

10. Visit a sen,ice business and prepare a report describing ita nature. 11. List the accounting books used in this kind of business. 12. Briefly discuss an accounting cycle for this type of business

13. Practice writing sentences using the second conditional. Work in pairs.


 THEME 5: VALUES
_
OBJETIVOS ESPECÍFICOS

CONTENIDOS*

24. To recognize the importance of values.

25. Values.

-Honesty. -Responsibility. -Loyalty.​-Courtesy.

-Love for their country. -Others.

*Los aprendizajes conceptuales, procedimentales y actitudinales subyacen en los objetivos específicos, contenidos y actividades de aprendizaje y de evaluación.


STUDENTS WILL:

Dramatize situations depicting lack of values. 2. Make a list of important values to follow.
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