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Mensaje de la Señora Ministra de Educación

Su Excelencia Doris R. de Mata

La actualización de las currículas para la Educación Media, constituye un valioso y significativo aporte del Ministerio de Educación, con la finalidad de mejorar el proceso de enseñanza-aprendizaje en todos los centros educativos.

Las mismas serán herramienta pedagógicas en los cambios que estamos realizando en este nivel, como parte de la transformación del Sistema Educativo Nacional.

Esta vía de trabajo contribuirá a la formación de seres productivos y ciudadanos dignos, cuyos conocimientos y habilidades les permitirán atender las demandas y exigencias que nos presenta la sociedad del siglo XXI.

Exhortamos al personal docente a poner en ejecución los nuevos programas orientados para lograr la educación integral del ser humano que necesita nuestro país, para su desarrollo.

DORIS ROSAS DE MATA

Ministra de Educación

JUSTIFICATION
The Board of Education, committed to offering quality education, recognizes that the demands placed en future graduates call for an individual with special characteristics. These characteristic include the ability to communicate in Spanish and English, the last one considered a universal language.
The learners will benefit from these communications skills as they face the challenges placed by the rapid technological and scientific changes, new and alarming event which Threaten world peace, the demands placed by globalization, and the need for updated, relevant and timely information, among others.

Our strategic location in the world map, makes our country a place for international business, businesses which require a broad variety of communication skills. Panama’s main economic activity is based on variety of services which include a strong banking sector, whose representatives from other countries, regardless o their place of origin, use either Spanish or English to conduct their transactions.

Panama is also considered a rich country, rich in its cultures diversity, as we are a melting pot of people from different ethnic background, who have found a place to develop their businesses and prosper. We can conclude that our social by these people, the strength of their beliefs and their abilities to succeed.

Undoubtedly, the ability speak English has become an important requirement for professional seeking positions in business, in scientific fields and others, as can be evidenced by job announcements.

The Board of Education in its constant evaluation of the Nation’s Curricular Program, has endeavoured to make changes necessary to provide future graduates with important tools as this, so they can face the challenge of tomorrow.

Course Description
This program allows the learner to further develop his/her abilities in reading, writing, speaking and listening, while carefully selecting major science and human concern themes.

Previous grammar topics are a starting point to further develops new concepts, which include verb tenses, parts of speech, informative and yes/no questions and answer and others.

Science themes have been carefully selected to allow students to use their communication skills in English, while developing the scientific method of gathering sorting and evaluating information to make judgments and decisions. Some of these themes are: Computer Science, Science and Technology, Health and Education and the Environment.
Other major themes are: Children’s Rights, Teenage social Life; Characteristics of Our Country, Useful Expressions, and Values, Special emphasis is given to Values as this program strives to develop social responsibility.

The program exposes the learner to new and relevant vocabulary, related to their field of studies. Proper grammar mechanics and techniques are applied in written and oral activities which place the learner at the center teaching learning process.
Methodology
The methodology to be followed should place the learner at the center of all the activities related to the teaching learning process. This will allow him/her to learn from significant experiences, which provide opportunities to demonstrate not only the acquisition of knowledge but the application of it to solve diverse problems.
The application of proper grammar techniques and mechanics will be validated by oral and written expressions of their ideas. The method recommended to develop the necessary language skills should find an equilibrium between the phonemic awareness method and the whole language approach. The recognition of sounds and the ability to blend them allow the student the possibility to read and pronounced new terms with greater ease, while the language approach allows the student to gather meaning from a context, even in 

situation where might be a series of unknown words.
The methodology should provide new and interesting situations, and take into account the interests and characteristics of the students. Group discussions and projects are important to enable the learner to develop their abilities to collaborate with others in the fulfillment of objectives or tasks. Equal importance should be placed on investigations, which will set the course for life long learning, as the student becomes an independent learner, capable of acquiring information, analyze it and makes important decisions with it.

The methodology should include the use of diverse forms of technology as working tools, providing richness of information and improved ways for processing it.

EVALIATION
Evaluation should not be seen as a separate process from daily activities or the simple task of placing a series of test after finishing a lesson. Authentic evaluation requires the continuous valorization of the learners achievements It is destined to improve the quality of education by focusing on the strengths of the learning and using these to further knowledge.

Diagnostic evaluation

Diagnostic evaluation determines previous knowledge the learner might posses, pin pointing a starting point to build future knowledge. It also gives a general characteristic of the group, as well as, ideas about the best strategy to use. Students can share their relevant experiences and knowledge related to the topics to be discussed. The instructor adds to the knowledge and experiences the learner already posses.

Formative Evaluation

This evaluation involves the continuous valorization of student performance. This type of evaluation should be done frequently to obtain constant feedback about the process. It tells which are the learning objectives

obtained, what motivates the students, how was the individual and group performance, which are some of the behavioral problems seen en the group and other important information needed to improve the process.

Summative Evaluation

Offers a measurement of how well the objectives were obtained. This type of evaluation should allow the learner to express opinions and value judgments, rather than giving only memorized answers.

The results of this type of assessments are determined by comparing the total score with a selected scale. The items en the evaluations are based on criteria to determine if the objectives where obtained and how well they were obtained. Test, homeworks, investigations, and group work are some of the ways to obtain a summative evaluation,

General Objectives
· To achieve communicate skills: listening, speaking, reading and writing in an integrated way, while valuing and preserving their own cultural heritage.

· To become good citizens by practicing values and good manners.

· To value the importance of our natural resources finding ways to protect and conserve them.
· To become independent learners capable of furthering language skills.
· To acquire investigative and critical thinking skills.
Level Objectives
1. To communicate, successfully through the use of listing, speaking, reading and writing skills in everyday situations.

2. To engage in constructing different kind of sentences using the grammatical structures presented.

3. To apply the use of scientific vocabulary to convey meaning.

4. To speak English making emphasis in sound, rhythm and intonation patterns.

5. To manage a variety of structures and experiences related to the use of the language, which they may face

6. To derive meaning by organizing languages study thematically.

7. To display good manners and values ion all their activities.

8. To preserve our natural resources.

Theme 1: Useful Expressions
	OBJETIVOS ESPECÍFICOS
	CONTENIDOS

	1. To use useful expressions whenever required.


	1. Useful Expressions

· That’s not fair

· Leave her/him alone

· That’s too bad

· She’s going out with…

· Thank God you’re all right




	ACTIVIDADES SUGERIDAS



	Students Will:

     1. Practice the useful expressions presented here and others (presented by the teachers), throughout the year, in dialogues, greetings, and conversation with students.

Note: Good values should be practiced throughout the year. See objective #29 at the end.




Theme 2: Children’s Rights

	OBJETIVOS ESPECÍFICOS
	CONTENIDOS

	2. To construct simple sentences related to children’s rights.


	2. Children’s Rights

· Child abuse

· Children’s needs



	3. To analyze different types of discrimination
	3. Discrimination



	4. To construct sentences with the correct verb tenses.


	4. Grammar

· Simple Present

· Passive Voice

· Present Continuous




	ACTIVIDADES SUGERIDAS



	Students Will:

1. Read the Universal Declaration of Human Rights or the Convention on the Rights for the Child and choose the articles that interest them most.

2. Exchanges their ideas in class.

3. Make posters explaining the importance of knowing and defending these rights.

4. Make questions and answers of child abuse, children needs, and children discrimination.
5. Write short paragraphs using the grammatical structures presented. (Simple present, passive voice, present continuous).




Theme 3: Teenage Social Life

	OBJETIVOS ESPECÍFICOS
	CONTENIDOS

	5. To describe teenage life.


	5. Teenage Life



	6. To compare classical music with modern music.


	6. Music

· Classical/modern



	7. To discuss about the work of famous singers.


	7. Favorite singers: Chayanne,

               Ulpiano Vergara,
               Rubén Blades, and others



	8. To describe their favorite sports.
	8. Sport

· Football, baseball, basketball, and others.

Favorite players:

· Roberto Kelly, Pelé,

                M. Jordan. D. Valdés, Roberto Durán and others.



	ACTIVIDADES SUGERIDAS



	Students Will:

     1. Interview parents, others family members and friends about how things were when they were teenagers.

     2. Discuss with classmates about the differences between teenage life during the seventies and eighties with the present time.

     3. Bring an example of their favorite song and talk about it in English. Instructor’s approval is required

     4. Speak about sports and players. Answer questions like: What are the rules of football, baseball, basketball, others? How are the lives of well-known players?  




Theme 4: Computer Science

	OBJETIVOS
	CONTENIDOS

	9. To identify the parts of computers.


	9. Computers

· Parts



	10. To write a composition detailing the importance of computers together with some cautions about its uses.


	10. Computers and Internet

· Everyday uses

· Advantages

· Cautions



	11. To list desired characteristics for computers of the future.


	11. Computers of the Future.



	12. To recognize the parts of speech.


	12. Grammar:

· Parts of Speech:

· Noun, adjective, verb, adverb, articles



	13. To ask question to gather specific information


	13. Questions

· Yes /no questions

· Information question

· Modals




	ACTIVIDADES SUGERIDAS



	Students Will:

     1. Name the parts of a computer.

     2. Write short paragraphs detailing the importance of computers and internet.

     3. Make a lost of everyday uses of computers. Work in groups.
     4. Name some cautions one must have when using a computer.

     5. Work in group predicting ideas of desired characteristics that computers of the future will have.

     6. Practice identifying parts of speech from lists of words written on the board. For example: beauty, beautiful, beautifully, you, give, say, but, the, at.




Theme 5: Science and Technology
	OBJETIVOS
	CONTENIDOS

	14. To analyze possible implications of the medical revolution.


	14. Medical Revolution

· Biotechnology.

· No pain tools.



	15. To identify possible outcomes of different genetic combinations.


	15. Genetic Traits

· Inherited traits

· Dominant genes

· Recessive genes



	16. To debate on the advantages and disadvantages of genetic engineering and its implications.


	16. Genetic Engineering

· Preventing disease

	17. To use comparative and superlative adjectives.


	17. Grammar:

· Comparative and Superlative Adjectives



	18. To write sentences related to simple past and past continuous.


	18. Verb Forms

· Simple Past 

· Past Continuous.



	19. To write an essay on their views about advantages versus moral implications of “cloning”
	19. Cloning




	ACTIVIDADES SUGERIDAS



	Student Will:

     1. Invite a doctor and interview him/her about “biotechnology” and “no pain tools”.

     2. Take notes for further oral and written short compositions.

     3. Make his/her own conclusions.

     4. Investigate about “genetic traits” and their uses in: human health, industry, and agriculture. Give their oral and written conclusions.

     5. Make a research on “genetic engineering”.

     6. List ways to prevent diseases e.g. The predicted diseases in unborn babies.

     7. Make descriptions using comparative and superlative adjectives.

     8. Apply comparative and superlative adjectives in the development of the different topics provided.

     9. Make simple sentences about major events from the past which had an impact in Panama.

     10. Practice changing sentences from simple past to the past continuous.




Theme 6: Health and Education

	OBJETIVOS
	CONTENIDOS

	20. To describe characteristic of anorexia nervosa and bulimia.


	20. Eating Disorders.

· Anorexia nervosa

· Bulimia



	21. To synthesize information on AIDS, ways to prevent it.

	21. Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS)



	22. To write sentences using noun clauses and conditional sentences when required.
	22. Grammar:

· Noun Clauses:

Who, that, which, what

· Conditional Sentences




	ACTIVIDADES SUGERIDAS



	Students Will:

     1. Go to hospitals and libraries to investigate “eating disorders” such as anorexia nervosa and bulimia.

     2. Exchanges information with classmates to make a composition.

     3. Recommend ways to help their friends who are suffering from these disorders.

     4. Read medical magazines, newspapers, and other sources to gather information about acquired immune deficiency syndrome (AIDS).

     5. Do role playing with the information gathered.

     6. Read the instructions and examples of noun clauses from the board.

     7. Figure out the rules for who, which, that, and what.

     8. Write noun clauses using who, which, that, and what.

     9. Answer some questions to make out conditional sentences. Example: What will David do if he sees Robert?

     10. Combine two sentences into one sentence.

     11. Practice writing and reading teacher’s and classmates examples with correct pronunciation and intonation.




Theme 7: Characteristics of Our Country
	OBJETIVOS
	CONTENIDOS

	23. To describe main characteristics of our country.


	23. Our Country.

	24. To construct short essays about population, political structure, climate, and others.


	24. Population

· Political Structure

· Climate

· Industries

· Animals and plats that visitors might see

· Tourist Sites

	25. To write simple sentences with the present and past perfect.


	25. Grammar:

· Present Perfect

· Needs (to), ought, to, should, must, can

· Past Perfect

· Prepositions


	ACTIVIDADES SUGERIDAS



	Students Will:

     1. Write ten sentences describing our country.

     2. Exchanges sentences with their classmates to gather more information.

     3. Practice making short dialogues about political structure, climate and industries.

     4. Visit local zoos like Zummit, El Níspero del Valle de Antón and make a report on: How are animals treated there? What do the majority of people think of animals in captivity?

     5. Get information to write a composition about the plants and animals visitors might see.

     6. Write a report of turist sites we have in Panama.

     7. Practice writing sentences about prior topics using the correct form of the present and past perfect tense, as well as, modals, and prepositions.

  


Theme 8: Environment

	OBJETIVOS
	CONTENIDOS

	26. To debate about environmental issues.

	26. Environmental Problems

· Pollution

· Loss of biodiversity

	27. To become aware of endangered animals in Panama and in the world.

	27. Endangered Animals

· In Panama

· In the world

	28. To recognize the consequences of the improver use of natural resources.


	28. The Exhaustion of Natural Resources

· Green house effect


	ACTIVIDADES SUGERIDAS



	Students will:

     1. Discuss common environmental problems, such as, pollution and loss of biodiversity and give possible solutions.

     2. Get information about the wrong use of natural resources (global warming).

     3. Investigate the alternative sources of energy.

     4. Make a list of endangered animals in Panama and in the world.

     5. Make an album of endangered species and gives a brief description of each.

     6. Gather information about “the exhaustion of natural resources”.

     7. Make a short composition on “the green house effect”.




Theme 9: Values

	OBJETIVOS
	CONTENIDOS

	Practice values in their profession
	29. Values

· Honesty
· Responsibility

· Loyalty

· Courtesy

· Love for their country

· Others




	ACTIVIDADES SUGERIDAS



	Students will:

1. Prepare posters to promote values.

2. Write 10 words related to the following: honesty, responsibility, loyalty courtesy, and love for their country. Then, they will write sentences pointing out the importance of those values in every activity they perform.

3. From a “Values Club” and prepare a weekly poster or carton promoting values or illustrating situations which show lack of them. (stealing, littering, lying…).
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