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JUSTIFICATION

The Board of Education, committed to offering quality education, recognizes that the demands placed on future graduates cal¡ for an individual with special characteristics. These characteristics include the ability to communicate in Spanish and English, the last one considered a universal language.

The learners will benefit from these communications.skills as they face the challenges placed by the rapid technological and scientific changes, new and alarming event which threaten world peace, the demands placed by globaüzation, and the need for updated, relevant and timefy information, among others.

Our strategic location in the worid map, makes our country a place for international business, business-es which require a broad variety oí communication skiils. Panarna's main economic activity is based on variety of servíces which include a strong banking sector, whose repres Jntatives from other cour+tries, regardless of their piace of origin, use either Spanish or English to conduct their transactions.

Panama is also considered a rich country, rich in its cultural diversity, as we are a melting pot of people from différent ethníc background, who have found a place to develop their businesses and prosper. We can conclude that our social and cultural development has been influenced by these people, the strength of their beliefs and their abilities to succeed.​
Undoubtedfy, the ability to speak English has become <in important requirement for professional seeking positions in business, in scientific fields and others, as can be evidenced by job announcements.

The Board of Education in its constant evaluation of tf ie Nation's Curricular Program, has endeavoured to make changes necessary to provide future graduates with important tools as this, so they can face the challenge of tomorrow.

Course Description

This program allows the learner to further develop his/her abilities in reading, writing, speaking and üstening, while carefully selecting major science and human concern thernes.

Previous grammar kopics are a starting point to further develop new concepts, which include verb tenses: simple present, passive voice, present continuous, simple past, par-Es of the speech; nouns, adjectives, verbs, adverbs and articles, different types of questions ; informative, yes/,-,c questions.

Business themes have been carefully selected to allow students to use their communications skills in English, while gathering, sorting, analyzing and reporting information needed to make accounting decisions. Sorne of the themes presented are: Business opportunities, Basic Accounting, and General Business.

The program also takes into account other important themes such as Teenage Life, Characteristics of our Country and Values. Special ernphasis is given to "Va!ues" to encourage students to oractice them throughout the school year.

Methodology

.

The methodology to be followed should place the learner at the center of a!I the activities related to the teaching learning process.. This will a!!ow him/her to learn from significant experiences, which provide opportunities to demonstrate not only the acquisition of knowledge but the application of it to solve diverse problems.

The applica'tion of proper grammar techniques and mechanics will be validated by oral and written expressions of their ideas. The method recommended to develop the necessary language skills should find an equilibrium beíween the phonemic awareness method and the whole ldnguage approach. The recognition of sounds and the abüity to blend them allow the student the possibility to read and pronounce new terms with greater ease, while the whole language approach allows the student to gather meaning from a context, even in situations where Ihere might be a series of unknown words.

The methodology should provide new and interesting situations, and take into account the interests and characteristics of the students. Group a1 iscussions and projects are important to enable the learrier to develop their abilities to collaborate with others in the fulfillment of objectives or tasks. Equal importance should be placed on investigations, which will set the course for life long learning, as the student becomes an independent Iearner, capable of acquiring informátion, analyze it and make important decisions with it.

The methodology should include the use of diverse fornis of technology as working tools, providing richness oí information and improved ways for processing it.

Evasuation

Evaluation should not be seen as a separate process from daily activities or the simple task of placing a series of test after finishing a lesson. Authentic evaluation requires the continuous valorization of the learners achievements. !t is destined to improve the quality of education by focusing on the strengths of the learner and using these to further knowledge.

Diagnostic evaluation

Diagnostic evaluation determines previous knowledge the learner might posses, pin pointing a starting point to build future knowledge. It also gives a general characteristic of the group, as well as, ideas about the best strategy to use. Students can share their relevant experiences and knowledgE: related to the topics to be discussed. The instructor adds to the kncwledge and experiences the learner already posses.

Formative Evaluatícrn

· T his evaluation involves the continuous va!orization of student performance. This i:ype of evaluation should be done frequentiy to obtain constant feedback about the process.
It taus which are the learning objectives

obtained, what motivates the students, how was the individual and group performance, which are some of the behavioral problems seen in the group and offier

important information needed to improve the process.

Summative Evaluation

Offers a measurement of how well the objectives were obtained. This type of evaluation shou!d allow the leárner to express opinions and value judgments, rather than giving only memorized answers.

The resu!ts of this type of assessments are determined by comparing the total score with a selected scGle. The items in the evaluations are based on criteria lo determine if the objectives where obtained and how well they were obtained.. Tests, homeworks, investigations, and group work are some of the ways to obtain a summative evaluation

General Objectives

To achieve communicative skills: listening, speaking, reading and writing in an integrated way. while valuing and preserving their own cultural heritage.

To become good citizens by practicing values and good manners.

· To valuE: the importance of our natural resources finding ways to protect and conserve them.

· To become independent learners capable of furthering language skills.

· To acquire investigative and critica¡ thinking skil!s.

Leve¡ Objectives

1. To app.y tne fis"tening, speaking , reading and writing skilis correctly in everyday situations.

2. -ro strengthen the construction of new and detailed sentendes using proper grammatical structure. 3. To extend their knowiedge of technical vocabulary and its application.

4. To acquire information, related to their carsers from newspapers, magazines, texts, and others, following investigative process.
•

5. To appreciate ihe English language as a communicative tool and us it in real situations. 6. To engage in deriving rneaning by organizing language thematical!,,. 7. To practíce good manners and values.

8. To preserve our natural resources.

Theme 1 : Useful Exaressions
OBJETIVOS ESPECIFICOS

CONTENIDOS

To use useful expressions whenever required.

1. Useful Expressions

· That's not fair

· Leave hr/him afone.

· That's too bad.

· She's going out with

· Thank God you're all right


ACTIVIDADES SUGERIDAS

Students Ir1liil:

1. Practice the usefui expressions presented here and others (presented by the teachers ), throughout the year, in dialogues, greetings, and conversation with fellow students.

Note: Good values should be practiced throughout the year. See objective # 15 at the end.


	OBJETIVOS ESPECIFICO
	CONTENIDOS

	2. To demonstrate the do's and don'ts of applying for a Job.

	2. Applying for a Job
How to prepare a curriculum
 A job interview.

 Job hunting

	3. To illustrate the proper use of equipment in an office.

	3. Working in an office.
      • Office equipment.
      • Sending a fax

	4. To construcf sentences with the correct verb tenses.

	4. Grammar

• Simple Present.

       ( Passive Voice.
• Present Continuous

	5. To understand the basic acadernic requirements necessary for the different careers in business.
	5. Careers in Business
 (     Description

 (    Academic Requirements


ACTIVIDADES SUGERIDAS

Students will;
Interview people in business about the criteria they follow when selecting new personnel. ;

Prepare their own curriculum.

Cut newspaper adds requesting personnel for accounting positions. Make a list of basic requirernents for each of ~ these positions.

  Invite a representative of a major office equipment company to demonstrate how to operate a fax machine and their I
newest equipment.

Interview peopie who work in an office and summarize their activities. List aspects to consider when selecting the appropriate wardrobe to work in an office.

Investigate about different careers in business. I

Make a list oí basic requirements for the different careers. I 8. Talk about tiíe career they feel more inclined to follotion

	OBJETIVOS ESPECIPIFICOS
	CONTENIDOS

	6. Describe principles, terminoiogy,and practice of bassic accounting.


	6. Basic Accounting

· Terminology

· Principies

e Practices



	7. To use comparafive and superlative adjectives orally and in written forrn

	7. Grammar

0 Comparative and Superlative Adjectives.


Theme 4: General Business

OBJETIVOS ESPECIFICOS
CONTENIDOS
8. To ideniify different elemeñts used in banking.

Banking

· Elements.

9. To construct a!Nritten composition on the advantages ;
and disadvantages of the different forrns of money. í

!
- i

~~ 10. To analyze ihe effects of globalization.

Money

· Cash

· Automatic taller machines

· Credit cards

10. Globalization

· Definition Effects

i I

i 11.To recognize the par<s of sNeech

11. Grammar

· Parts of Speech.: 
Noun, adjective, verb, adverb, articles.

Í Students wiii:

1

i 1
Bring bank forms used to make deposits, withdrawals or obtain other bank services.

i

2
Investígate about activities conducted by banks.

 ACTIVIDADES SUGERIDAS
3
Prepare a written report comparing the services provided by banks. (include different interest rates).

14
Participate in a discussion about advantages and disadvantages of the different forms of money. (cash, credit cards, j
checks and debit cards)

I i

¡ 5
Participate in a group investigatíon about safety precautions for holders of credit cards, checking accounts, debit ,
cards and cash.

i 6
Investigate the advantages and disadvantages of globalization and how it affects our country.

18

Prepare an article about globalization.

illustrate which Panamanian products are sold internationally.

Bring products made in Panarna and their competitive products from other countries. stand against the competition.

Talk about how our products ~


Theme 5: Sports
OBJETIVOS ESPECiEiC05
1
CONTENIDOS
f
12. Sports
•

~ 12. To describe their favorite sports
• Footbalf, baseball, basketbafl, and others.

1
Favorite players: I

Roberto Kelly, Pelé,
'

 
M. Jordan, D. Valdés, Roberto Durán and others

ACTIVIDADES SUGERIDAS

i

.

I i

1. Speak about sports and players.

2. Answer questions iike: What are the rules of football, baseball, basketball, others? How are the ¡¡ves of well-known nlavers.


Thewte 6: Characteristics of Our Country 
	

	OBJETIVOS ESPECIFICOS
	CONTENIDOS

	1. To construct short dialogues about popufation,

pol¡tical structure, climate, and Industries
	13-. Our Country.

	
	•
	Populatíon

	
	•
	Political Structure

	
	•
	Climate

	
	•
	Industries
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1 4. Ta write sentences related to simple past and past continucus

14. Verb Forms

o Simple Past

. Past Continuous.


ACTIVIDADES SUGERIDAS

1. Write ten sentences describing our country.

2. Exchangz sentences with their classmates to gather more inforrnation.

3. Practice making short dialogues about political structure, climate and industries.

Make simple sentences about major events from the past which had an impact in Panama. 5. Practice changing sentences from the simple past to the past continuous.


Theme 7: Vaiues

	
	
	

	
	
	OSJE-TiVOS ESPECÍFICOS
	CONTENIDOS

	
	~ 1
	i~ Practice values in tFieir profession
	15. Values

	
	
	•
	Honesty

	
	•
	Responsibility

	.
	
	

	
	,
•
	Loyalty

	
	Í
•
	Courtesy

	
	•
	Love for their country

	
	•
	Others



Students will:

1. Write 10 wcrds related to the foliowing; honesty, responsibi{ity, loyalty, courtesy, and love for their country. Theri, they will write sentences pointing out the importance of those va!ues in every activity they perform. •

Form a"Values Club" and prepare a weekfy poster or cartoon promoting values or il{ustrating situations which 

show lack o" them. (steafing, httering, lying...).
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