School Clusters in Australia

VIC

Mordialloc Cluster

http://www.mordialloccluster.vic.edu.au/ 

Eight schools: Aspendale Primary, Aspendale Gardens Primary, Chelsea Primary, Chelsea Heights Primary, Edithvale Primary, Mordialloc Primary, Mordialloc College and Yarrabah School, joining together to create a vibrant, learning community in which achieving student and school connectedness through quality teaching and learning is the focus.

Mt Waverley Innovation and Excellence Cluster

http://www.mwsc.vic.edu.au/iande.htm 

Four primary schools and one high school.

Vision 
To establish a productive and sustainable cluster learning community that is recognized locally, nationally and internationally for its teaching and learning culture. 
Mission 
To model best practice from current educational research that enables the Cluster to provide intellectually rigorous, challenging and engaging programs that meet the needs of students.

Deer Park/Albanvale Cluster

http://knowledge.education.vic.gov.au/sites/knowledgebank/Teacher%20Professional%20Leave/TPL_PL_DeerParkNorthPS_SandraTreloar.doc 

This document reflects the learning of a teacher on Professional Leave.  It is titled Democratic Learning: Building a Learning Cluster and focuses on: 

· pedagogy and assessment

· transition practices

· creation of a shared learning network among cluster middle years teachers

· how the curriculum connects the goals of democratic learning and VELS
· school connectiveness - development of professional networks for shared understanding and improved practice.
Broken Creek Cluster: Innovation and Excellence School 

http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/bcreek05/index.html 
Phase 3 (2005 - 2007 ) 


Schools involve: 
SECONDARY SCHOOLS - 3 
Cobram Secondary College 
Nathalia Secondary College 
Numurkah Secondary College 
PRIMARY SCHOOLS - 11 
Cobram Primary School 
Cobram Special Development School 
Invergordon Primary School 
Katamatite Primary School 
Katunga Primary School 
Katunga South Primary School 
Nathalia Primary School 
Numurkah Primary School 
Strathmerton Primary School 
Waaia Yalca South Primary School 
Wunghnu Primary Schoool

Tallangatta and Corryong Innovations and Excellence Cluster

http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/tcinnexc/web/index.html 

We are a group of 11 school sites who all share a passion for our rural communities and a belief that by working together we can create a seamless education for our students. Our vision is to create a multi-campus seamless P – 12 education community which includes a Middle Years program which is efficient, coherent and continuous – rather than our current program which has an exemplary transition program and some shared programs but is still a “Primary then Secondary” model.

Flight Path Cluster

Gladstone Park Secondary College, Gladstone Park Primary School, Gladstone Views Primary School, Greenvale Primary School and Westmeadows Primary School.
Northern Territory

Central Storm Cluster

http://www.schools.nt.edu.au/cstorm/index.html
The cluster arrangement is a consultation model designed to ensure active and positive relationships between and among schools and all sectors of the Department of Employment, Education and Training. The model enables Principals to actively contribute to education at a policy/advice level beyond their own school.

Clusters are based on a geographical grouping of schools in order to provide localised support and cross sector fertilisation.

The introduction of a cluster model has provided a formal capacity for increased collegiality. Through the portfolio arrangement, principals have an opportunity to gain recognition for their knowledge, skills and experience, to influence Departmental priorities and directions and to increase their understandings of the Department as a whole.

Within clear and explicit parameters, clusters maximise opportunities for establishing local education priorities. Principals have the opportunity to be creative an to take high levels of local initiative in developing programs that best meet the needs of the students and teachers within their cluster. The detail is worked out locally, within clusters and at the school level.

Central Storm is one of two education Clusters in Central Australia, the other being Desert Oaks. Members of the cluster come from a wide geographical area including Borroloola and Elliott in the north to a number of urban rural schools in the Alice Springs area. Schools in this Cluster are involved in educating students from predominately rural settings to students from an urban context.

The aims of the cluster schools operational model are:
· increase the effectiveness of educational leadership in Northern Territory Schools. 

· increase linkages between the schools and office sectors of the Department. 

· expand opportunities for principals to develop educational leadership skills, knowledge of the Northern territory Public Sector and management skills. 

Cluster schools (in NT)

http://www.mceetya.edu.au/verve/_resources/chap014_nt.pdf 

To provide a flatter management structure and direct educational support and leadership to schools, the position

of superintendents was replaced by a cluster school arrangement.  

This model also enabled closer links between schools and the department executive and provided opportunities for principals to develop educational leadership skills, knowledge of the Northern Territory public sector and management skills. Based on a geographical cross-sector grouping of schools, the model maximises opportunities for local decisions about priorities and enables schools to be creative and take high levels of initiative in tailoring their school programs to best meet the needs of their students. There is provision for the future development of crosscluster groups with a particular sector interest, such as early childhood education, secondary education or open learning. 

Seven clusters were created across the NT, and within each cluster, some principals take on Portfolio Principal roles which are linked to a director from each branch of the department. This concept is designed to improve principals' level of understanding of operational parameters and to allow them to have input into the decision-making of the department as a whole. Group school arrangements generally apply to small schools and Group School Principals are appointed to provide additional support to these schools.

During 1999, the Cluster Schools model was designed and implemented on an interim basis. Full implementation and evaluation will occur in 2000.
Queensland

Kenmore Cluster of Schools

http://www.learningplace.com.au/deliver/content.asp?pid=14956 

The Kenmore Cluster is an alliance of the following schools:

Brookfield SS; Chapel Hill SS; Fig Tree Pocket SS; Kenmore SHS; Kenmore South SS; Kenmore SS; Moggill SS; Pullenvale EEC; Pullenvale SS and Upper Brookfield SS.

Corinda District contains 4 main clusters- Centenary, Inala, Kenmore and Western Alliance.

Tasmania

School Clusters

http://www.ltag.education.tas.gov.au/Proflearn/commlearn/beyond.htm 

Many schools involved in the curriculum consultation process worked closely with associated schools and within school clusters to develop shared understandings and practices. This enabled a number of non-project schools to begin their journey with the Essential Learnings.

Circular Head Cluster
Esk Coast


 HYPERLINK "http://www.ltag.education.tas.gov.au/Proflearn/commlearn/" \l "queechy" Queechy Cluster


 HYPERLINK "http://www.ltag.education.tas.gov.au/Proflearn/commlearn/" \l "huon" Huon Cluster 
