Sequencing Rationale
Grade 4 Geography


The curriculum design for the Geography course is sequenced according to the world-related mode.  The three main units are spatial thinking skills, places and regions, and finally human systems.  The world model includes space, time and physical attributes, which make the most logical sense to use in sequencing with elementary 4th graders.  The first unit “spatial thinking” will focus on map skills.  To understand features of a place geographers study maps and locations.  They can tell a great deal about people who lived long ago and those who live in different places today.  Maps can show where and how many people live in a particular region and how they lived.  Maps are evidence that help geographers describe the past, present and future, and how we are all connected.  For this reason sequencing is based on naturally occurring physical location.  


The second unit is places and regions.  Students will learn how economic development is influenced by manufacturing, agriculture, mining and forestry.  Students will also become familiar with regions including landforms, climates, population, vegetation and economic character.  Physical attributes are sequenced on the order in which physical characteristics occur.


Through the study of human systems, students can learn through a chronological order.  Geographers will look at people around the world.  When studying people in a place, it’s important to include points of view; how a person sees things.  People locate places, thrive and work in those areas.  Character traits such as responsibility, fairness, trustworthy, respect etc. can be interwoven into the curriculum.  

