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Statement of Purpose


Why should one study geography? Many people do not understand the benefits of studying geography. It is often thought there are no career options because we have never heard of anyone who has the title of “geographer”.  Children are growing up with little exposure or knowledge about the geography world.  The United States Department of Education (Helping Your Child Learn Geography) states “if youngsters are to acquire an appreciation of geography and ultimately learn to think geographically, parents and communities must insist that local schools restore it to prominence in the curriculum.”  At the elementary level, the main focuses are math and reading, while those subject areas are of great importance; geography could easily be integrated into those subject areas.  According to the National Council for Social Studies (NCSS), “The basic goal of social studies education is to prepare young people to be humane, rational, participating citizens in a world that is increasingly becoming interdependent” (1979).      


Geography trains students to understand an interconnected world in which they live and must take responsibility through their work and actions and covers many of our world challenges today.  Studying geography can lead to a better understanding of our planets and its systems.  Those who study geography are better prepared to understand issues regarding climate change, global warming, water resources, and political geography (Rosenberg). Students are able to explain global problems between countries and other cultures.  Those who study geography are able to comprehend world regions and disasters and perhaps become an expert in particular areas of the world.  Learners who are not interested in a focus in this area are still being exposed to becoming a well educated global citizen.

This course is designed to influence students to become thoughtful citizens, who recognize and value a multicultural society.  It will also promote good character in the decision making process by making informed choices.  The emphasis will be on the individual learner and the process of learning.  Through the study of this geography course the learner will be able to think critically, use research and communicate knowledge of learner outcomes.
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