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Curriculum Map

Sequencing Rationale

The curriculum design for this Anti-Bullying Unit focuses on the three main pieces that are most involved when bullying occurs; the staff, the students, and the parents.  The outline is categorized with these three groups but each group has a similar process to go through to reach the ultimate goal of eliminating bullying.  Each unit focuses on making sure each group is well informed on what to do in situations involving bullying.
First, each of the three groups will be informed as to what the definition of bullying is.  It is important to for each party to understand what bullying is before we can identify it, work with it, and eliminate it.  I think this is important task, because too many times people mistake poor peer relations as a bullying issue.  
The first subunit involves the staff.  The training must involve the entire staff, including cafeteria workers, aides, bus drivers, and custodians.  It is important for the entire staff to be knowledgeable about all the issues surrounding bullying before it is presented to the students.  It is also important for the staff to be properly trained before they are taught to deal with the students or parents regarding this issue.  The first topic to be studied will be bullying and that will lead to cyber-bullying and dating violence.  The staff members must set the example for the students in the building.  Staff members must exhibit positive character traits outlined in the unit.  
The second and most important subunit focuses on the students. It is a grand task to stop bullying in schools and the students must be interested and care about the project before it will ever work.  This is why I think it is important to start with the Rachel’s Challenge Assembly.  This assembly will show the real life effects of bullying and illustrate what kindness can do to people.  After being involved in the assembly, students will be able to identify what bullying is and know ways to deal with situations that involve bullying.  Once students are comfortable in dealing with bullying, then the focus will shift to cyber-bullying and then on to dating violence.  All three issues (bullying, cyber-bullying, dating violence) are very important issues for our students today and all three must be dealt with, and I feel they all build off of each other very well.  
The third subunit involves the parents.  Bullying is a hot button issue with parents.  They want to know that their child is going to be safe when their son or daughter comes to school.  It is the school’s job to fulfill this promise to parents.  Parents will need to be made aware of the signs of bullying, method for dealing with bullying, and the school’s policy for dealing with bullying incidents.  The school will inform the parents by a lecture series, newsletters, and the school’s website.  Also parents will see the focus of the anti-bullying campaign by participating in the viewing of the Rachel’s Challenge Presentation in an evening presentation.  
This sequencing rationale provides an in-depth look at a method of preventing one of the most pressing concerns in schools today, bullying.  In order for this problem to get better, students, staff, and parents all must be on the same page for dealing with the issue.  
