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Bullying is a school issue that has gained a tremendous amount of national media coverage over the last decade.  It is a situation that plagues students of all ages at schools.  A study done in 2007 on a group of 6th Graders found that 89% of kids had experienced some form of bullying and 59% of the students had participated in some form of bullying (Baras, 2010).
Schools in Ohio have been called upon to have a plan in place to investigate a bullying incident when it occurs.  Each school district’s board of education must adopt a policy prohibiting harassment, intimidation, or bullying of any student on school property or at a school sponsored activity (HB 276, 2006).  House Bill 276 also authorizes school districts to form bullying prevention initiatives and requires them to provide training and education on student harassment, intimidation, or bullying if funds are available for that purpose.  
A person is bullied when he or she is exposed, repeatedly and over time, to negative actions on the part of one or more other persons, and he or she has difficulty defending himself or herself.  Bullying can occur directly in the form of hitting, kicking shoving, taunting, or threatening.  Bullying can also occur indirectly by spreading rumors, social isolation, cyber-bullying, or getting another person to bully someone (Olweus, 2007).  
As a result of the bullying crisis in schools, my curriculum design will focus on the educating of staff members, students, and parents in a variety of methods.  The goal is to end bullying and maintain a positive, safe, and nurturing environment for all of our students.  
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