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Rationale/Statement of Purpose
Research writing is one of the most objective writing styles, yet its process and unique methods of citation cause much confusion for the average student.  Thus, it is imperative that teachers take time to fully explain the research process and also that students are exposed to it at a very young age so they might build from prior knowledge as they age and continue writing.  
As we enter into the 21st century, it is obvious that the line between autonomy and plagiarism is blurred, so it is also vitally important that students fully understand the pride of ownership in writing, the dangers of plagiarism, and the means to avoid committing this unnecessary crime as in a student’s future “a charge of plagiarism can have severe consequences, including expulsion from a university or loss of a job [in addition to] loss of credibility and professional standing” (Stolley, 2011). 

Research writing is an important part of the new Common Core standards which the Ohio Department of Education has adopted (“Common core,” 2011).  This unit plan addresses nearly all of the research writing standards, and the standards not addressed in this five day sample will be addressed in the activities that follow this introduction.  

Oftentimes writing is taught exclusively in English class, and an English teacher often chooses to focus topics on literary elements, themes, or other topics connected specifically to the English classroom.  It is imperative, however, that writing be taught across the curriculum and that students understand how to write in a variety of contexts. This unit plan is taught in correlation with the science department and this cross-curricular teaching “provides a meaningful way in which students can use knowledge learned in one context as a knowledge base in other contexts in and out of school” (“Values and benefits,” 1997). Cross curricular teaching increases both motivation and learning as it promotes the transfer of knowledge; in this case the transfer of research writing (“Values and benefits,” 1997).

This instructional plan utilizes a combination of three instructional models.  At the beginning of the unit as the concept of citations is introduced, the plans rely upon the concept attainment model.  As the students investigate types of sources, they hypothesize regarding which examples fit the standard as reliable sources.  This processes continues throughout the unit as students continue to determine which examples fit as new examples are presented.  The unit also relies on the inquiry model as the overarching goal of the unit is for students to be investigating a scientific topic of their choice.  Therefore they are learning about their concept and analyzing useful data as they research.  By the end of the unit, students are following the self-directed model as they work independently to determine sources needed for research and then implement the sources in their final project. Primarily I find that the overarching approach tends to be constructivist as students are learning concepts in context and are guiding their own learning through student generated research topics.  Scaffolding also takes place as format is explained and the teacher guides the process, providing individualized attention to student questions (Chairelott, 2006).

Prior to beginning this instructional plan, students have already worked in their science classes to identify a science fair topic that interests them.  The teacher approved this topic, students were placed into groups with students of similar subtopics and those groups identified key search terms or categories to easily begin the research process.

This instructional plan is developed for 7th grade students, but can be used to introduce the research process at any age.  To modify to meet the needs of students with learning disabilities, teachers should work one on one to clarify each step.  The individual steps are important for all students, and if language is skewed or tasks are completed quickly, the student will be unable to fully comprehend the larger assignment.  If the teacher finds that not enough time is given to fully explain or students are not understanding the information, it is much more important that the teacher re-explain and create additional supplementary lessons than it is to finish quickly to move on in the unit.  
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Measurable Subunit Learner Outcomes
NONFICTION: PERSUASION AND BIAS

· Students will support a claim with logical reasoning using accurate, credible sources and demonstrating and understanding of the topic or text.

· Students will establish and maintain a formal style

NONFICTION: ESSAYS

· Students will introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow.

· Students will develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, details, quotations, or examples

· Students will use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform or explain the topic

· Students will establish and maintain a formal style

NONFICTION: RESEARCH

· Students will conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions for further research and investigation

· Students will differentiate between relevant and non-relevant sources.

· Students will identify use of plagiarism and correct plagiarized material to give proper credit.  

· Students will locate and cite five relevant sources of at least three different types.

· Students will use a standard MLA format for citation.

Pre Assessment
Using the attached sources, decide if each source is reliable (and useful) or unreliable (and not useful) for an essay about The Beatles’ song “Here Comes the Sun.”

	SOURCE 1

Your assessment: 

Why?



	SOURCE 2

Your assessment: 

Why?



	SOURCE 3

Your assessment: 

Why?



	SOURCE 4

Your assessment: 

Why?



	SOURCE 5

Your assessment: 

Why?



	SOURCE 6

Your assessment: 

Why?



	SOURCE 7

Your assessment: 

Why?
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From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

"Here Comes the Sun" is a song by George
Harrison from The Beatles' 1969 album Abbey
Road.

The song, one of Harrison's best-known Beatles
contributions alongside "Something", originated
from a songwriting collaboration between Harrison
and close friend Eric Clapton called "Badge,"
recorded by Clapton's group Cream, and featuring
an arpeggiated guitar riff that is similar to the one
that forms the bridge of "Here Comes the Sun".
1969 was a difficult year for Harrison: he was
arrested for marijuana possession, he had his tonsils
removed, and he had temporarily quit the band. The
song was written while Harrison was away from all
of these troubles.

Harrison stated in The Beatles Anthology:

"Here Comes The Sun" was written
at the time when Apple was getting
like school, where we had to go and
be businessmen: 'Sign this' and 'sign
that'. Anyway, it seems as if winter
in England goes on forever, by the
time spring comes-you really
deserve it. So one day I decided I
was going to sag off Apple and I
went over to Eric Clapton's house.
The relief of not having to go see all
those dopey accountants was
wonderful, and I walked around the
garden with one of Eric's acoustic
guitars and wrote "Here Comes The 29

Sun" [

66

Harrison sang lead vocals and played acoustic

“Here Comes the Sun”

Song by The Beatles
Album Abbey Road
Released 26 September 1969
Recorded 7 July-19 August 1969
Genre " Folk rock
Length 3505
Label Apple Records
Writer George Harrison
Producer George Martin

Music sample
"Here Comes the Sun"

E._DOnm

Problems? See media help.
Abbey Road track listing

Side one

"Come Together"

"Something"

"Maxwell's Silver Hammer"
"Oh! Darling"

"Octopus's Garden"

"I Want You (She's So Heavy)"

UL

Side two

"Here Comes the Sun"

"Because"

"You Never Give Me Your Money"
"Sun King"

"Mean Mr. Mustard"

"Polythene Pam"

"She Came In Through the Bathroom Window"
"Golden Slumbers"

"Carry That Weight"

"The End"

"Her Majesty"
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guitar, moog, and handclaps. Paul McCartney sang backing vocals, played bass guitar, and handclaps.
Ringo Starr played drums and handclaps. John Lennon did not contribute to the song as he was
recovering from a recent car crash (he was also absent from George Harrison's "Long, Long, Long™).
Unnamed musicians played violas, cellos, double bass, piccolos, flutes, alto flutes, and clarinets.

Harrison capoed his guitar on the 7th fret, resulting the final key of A major. He also used the same
technique on his 1965 song "If I Needed Someone," which shares a similar melodic pattern.
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Home Here Comes The Sun

by John T. Marck
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BEATLES TRIVIA! Test Your
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Infroduction
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With The Beatles
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Beatles For Sale
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Help!
With the dissolution of The Beatles in the works, they were require
Rubber Soul Apple Headquarters. When the meetings ended for the day, Georg
to be outside, in the sun. Having gone one day to visit his friend, E

Revolver garden, basking in the sun, this song came to him, and through it, re

Sgt. Pepper's Lonely Hearts SEw %
Club Band Here comes the sun, do do do .

Magical Mystery Tour Here comes the sun, and I sa

The §§92§§§€§ (H&& White it's all I‘ighf

Album, Part A)

The Beatles (The White Little darling,
Albom, Part B)

it's been a long cold lonely win
Yellow Submarine

Little darling,

Abbev Road

bt it feels like years since it's been
The Beatles 1 Here comes the sun, do do do .
Sessions

Here c¢omes the sun,

http://www.iamthebeatles.com/article1169.html 9/23/2008
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Win a free Moon Dust Pen
subscribe free today to a
Spacedaily Newsletter ...

Get Our Free Newsletters Via Email Search All Our Sites at SpaceBank

your email address

COSMOLOGY

Here Comes the Sun

Pasadena - Apr 02, 2004

Little did the Beatles know that their
metaphor "Here comes the sun" would be
taken literally one day. To the team behind
NASA's Genesis mission, it has been years
since they sent their "little darling," a small
spacecraft with a wingspan of 22 feet (6.8
meters), out to collect and bring back a
piece of the Sun.

Little darling, it's been a long cold
lonely winter;

Little darling, it feels like years “ rem:;}migid i

: ik : i : interested in Proje

"After more than two years of collecting solar wind Since its been here; " Wally 4
Here comes the sun; :

ions, we're thrilled that the Genesis spacecraft is Here comes the sun. and | say:
about to close up and come home," said Donald  jts all right; B oA
Sweetnam, Genesis project manager at NASA's _
Jet Propulsion Laboratory, Pasadena, Calif. o

On Thursday, April 1, NASA turned off the solar wind concentrator, stowed the
collector arrays, closed the science canister cover, and lock it tight. And on
Friday NASA will close the sample return capsule backshell and latch it in the

configuration necessary for entry through Earth's atmosphere five months later
on September 8.

www snacecraftfiims anr

Genesis is NASA's first sample return mission since the last Apollo mission in
1972, and the first ever to return material collected beyond the Moon. The
science collection began November 30, 2001, with the opening of the
spacecraft's science canister and the extension of special collector arrays to
catch atoms from the solar wind.

http://www.spacedaily.com/news/genesis-04a.html 9/23/2008
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The atoms it has collected, believed to have preserved the composition of the — ads by Google
solar nebula "cloud" from which our solar system developed, will help scientists
better understand conditions in the distant past before Earth and other planets  Here Comes Th
formed. ., Find more

- sources/options
"Genesis will return a small but precious amount of samples leading to data that:gv‘,’wmfei;:ﬁei‘g‘r
is crucial to our knowledge of the Sun and the formation of our solar system," : :
said Genesis principal investigator Dr. Donald Burnett of the California Institute

of Technology in Pasadena. ,
Here Comes Th

; e ; e Everything to do
To help carry out its mission, Genesis has four dynamic instruments on board:  Here Comes The

bicycle-tire-sized solar-wind collector arrays, made of pure materials such as items.
diamond, gold, silicon and sapphire, designed to entrap solar wind particles; an  Yahoo.com

ion monitor to record the speed, density, temperature and approximate 3’

composition of the solar wind ions; an electron monitor to make similar f :
measurements of electrons in the solar wind; and an ion concentrator to .?faerf;;';':/ R
separate and focus elements of the solar wind like oxygen and nitrogen into Nolenw

! Nationwide trans
special collectors. critical frozen sa

.and cell lines

"The science canister on the spacecraft contains the precious solar wind W BemLcon
particles in their original state, protected from breakage and contamination with
terrestrial matter during launch and recovery," Burnett said. 2009 Hyundai G

- Find out our Low

On May 2, 2004, the spacecraft will fly past Earth, positioning itself for daylight 'E°Ss'b'e e o
recovery. Four months later, the sample-return capsule will make a dramatic ”GZ\;\V:S?SQ i
Earth entrance by parachuting toward the ground at the Utah Testing and S O e e
Training Range of the U.S. Air Force. 5

: : : . : 1 Fuli Read Before BL
Specially trained helicopter pilots will catch the capsule in midair to prevent the  Every brand on

delicate samples from being disturbed by the impact of a landing. The samples Kangen-KYK-T
will then be preserved in a special laboratory at NASA's Johnson Space Center MMP-7070-Enag
in Houston, and allocated for scientific study over the next century. Jupiter-SALE

sitekreator.com/Symt

"Like all sample return missions, Genesis science really begins when the
spacecraft phase of the mission ends," Burnett said. "It's been a long coming,
but we can't wait to get to the analysis phase." Then, everything will be all right.

Related Links

Genesis Mission

SpaceDaily

Search SpaceDaily

Subscribe To SpaceDaily Express

SPACEDAILY
Genesis Scooping Up Solar Wind

Pasadena - Dec 01, 2003

The Genesis spacecraft continues its mission collecting
solar wind material expelled from the Sun. Telemetry
from the Genesis spacecraft indicates that all spacecraft § &
subsystems are reporting nominal operation.

Lt L e e o [ i e e o B oy | s R, | aQ/NA/NDNNQ




[image: image10.jpg]THE BEATLES lyrics - Here Comes The Sun

Rapel of 2

Is your credit score al

Ads by Google ¥

Here Comes The Sun
Find more
sources/options for Here

Comes The Sun
www webcrawler.com

The Beatles Lyrics
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Free
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Beatles Quiz & prove it.
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THE BEATLES lyrics - "Here Comes The Sun”

THE BEATLES lyrics - Here Comes The Sun

Music & Song Lyrics
Find the Lyrics to your Favorite Music and Songs. Try it for Free!
Free-Lyrics-Online.com/Search

Download Oldies Music Now

Your Favorite Artists. 100% Legal. Nothing to buy. Get your
music now.

www.MyMusicRewards.com

Lyrics Song -

Find great deals and save! Compare products, prices & stores
www.Shopping.com

The Paul Mccartney Quiz
Think you know Paul Mccartney? Take the Paul Mccartney Quiz
PaulMccartney.quizrewards4u.com
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AN

"Here Comes The Sun" ringtone
(Harrison)

Here comes the sun, here comes the sun
And I say it's all right

Little darling, it's been a long cold lonely winter
Little darling, it feels like years since it's been here
Here comes the sun, here comes the sun
And I say it's all right

Little darling, the smiles returning to the faces

Little darling, it seems like years since it's been here

Here comes the sun, here comes the sun
And I say it's all right

Sun, sun, sun, here it comes
Sun, sun, sun, here it comes
Sun, sun, sun, here it comes
Sun, sun, sun, here it comes
Sun, sun, sun, here it comes

http://www.oldielyrics.com/lyrics/the_beatles/here comes the sun.html 9/23/2008
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Charukeshi in Lahaina: An Evening with George Harrison
By Michael Robinson

Most of these recollections and thoughts were written the week following George
Harrison's tragic passing in November 2001. From time-to-time, I make additions to
the text because the Beatles, whose music is among the greatest in world history
irrespective of genre, are a source of inexhaustible fascination.

From across the restaurant he appeared youthful, tall and thin, and his stride was
unusually smooth, almost seeming to glide across the floor. Now he was sitting across
the table, and I was struck by hundreds of little lines on his face, suggesting an
extraordinary map of experience.

He expressed enthusiasm for a raga he was currently studying, and was planning to
create a song based upon it. What attracted him to Raga Charukeshi, the twenty-sixth
mela of the South Indian classical music grouping of ragas, was the juxtaposition of a
major modality in the purvanga with a minor modality in the uttaranga. Before
singing the melodic shape of Charukeshi for me, the Englishman hesitated, remarking
that maybe it wasn't a good idea for him to share this musical knowledge with another
composer who might steal his idea! But that was only a half-serious thought, and he
went ahead, and sang the swaras of Charukeshi. The resulting sound brought a shock
of recognition to my ears, and I thought to myself that his voice was rather good. After
all, he had held his own singing shoulder-to-shoulder with John Lennon and Paul
McCartney!

In-between living in my native New York City, and my current home in Los Angeles, 1
spent one year in Kapalua, Maui. I loved jogging on the hillside at noon alongside the
Captain Cook pines, their intense dark green hue contrasted by the deep azure sky.
From my home, I could see the Pacific, and the island of Lanai while composing. My
part-time job playing a white, baby grand Yamaha piano in an upscale clothing
boutique was within walking distance.

It was a Saturday evening in January 1990, and my girlfriend and I decided to have
dinner in Lahaina. Soon after sitting down to eat, we learned that George Harrison
was visiting the restaurant owner, Bob Longhi, at his home a few miles down the road.
George and Bob were good friends, and George had dedicated the song, "Soft-Hearted
Hana," to his buddy in the liner notes. It is not my style to chase after celebrities, and
so I mused that maybe if Bob brought George to the restaurant, there might be a
chance to meet him.

http://www.azuremilesrecords.com/ georgeharrisonarticle.html aQ/2°2/97°00K
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Lesson Plans
Lesson 1 – Reliability of Sources

Materials Needed:

· pretest materials
· pen/pencils

Objective:

· Students will differentiate between relevant and non-relevant sources.

Procedure:

1. Opening Activity: Ask students to act out a scenario in which a son/daughter is not reliable. Act out another scenario in which a teenager is reliable.  Explain that similarly, when writing papers, we have both reliable and unreliable sources.  Ask students to share prior knowledge regarding reliable sources.  (5 minutes)
2. Pass out pretest materials.  Tell students they have 7 sources in front of them for a paper about the Beatles song “Here Comes the Song” (teacher can choose to play the song during the beginning of class) and only one is considered reliable or useful.  Ask students to work in groups to fill out the worksheet and come to a conclusion regarding which source is reliable. (10-15 minutes)

3. As a class, review each source and discuss the problems (or benefits) of each using the notes below:

(15 minutes)


Source 1 – unreliable (Wikipedia)


Source 2 – unreliable (no information)

Source 3 – unreliable (off topic)


Source 4 – unreliable (just lyrics; no information)


Source 5 – reliable (interesting facts)


Source 6 – unreliable (forum/opinions – not credible)


Source 7 – unreliable (notice copyright; his thoughts)

4. Closure/Evaluation: For homework (or before the bell rings), students should fill out a t-chart titled reliable and unreliable sources and make a list of the traits of each.  They should identify at least 5 traits in each column. (10 minutes)
Instructional Model: Concept Attainment – numerous examples given, students classify and determine if examples fit

Lesson 2 – Searching for Sources

Materials Needed:

· Student computers (computer lab)
· Teacher overhead/projector
· Approved student topics and key terms (from Science teacher)

· Searching for Sources WS

· Pen/paper

Objective:

· Students will differentiate between relevant and non-relevant sources.

· Students will develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, details, quotations, or examples

· Students will locate and cite five relevant sources of at least three different types.

Procedure:

1. Opening Activity: Ask students to recall what reliable sources are.  Then ask stduents to brainstorm in small groups where they can find sources.  Share as a class.  (Answers should include encyclopedias, websites databases, books, magazines, videos, interviews, etc.)  Explain to the students that each of these are considered different types of sources. (5 minutes)
2. Explain to students that they will begin looking for sources today.  Websites are the most accessible sources for them, but every group needs to find at least three different types of sources, so it’s important that they don’t just look for websites. (5 minutes)
3. Hand out the searching for sources worksheet.  Tell students they must look for books first and request from the library.  

a. Teacher should explain the instructions on the worksheet and demonstrate on the overhead projector before students begin searching. (10 minutes)
4. Teacher should walk around the computer lab to ensure students are finding a variety of reliable sources. (25 minutes)
5. Closure: By the end of the period students should find at least two different types of sources.  They should find the remainder of the sources by the end of the week.  (5 minutes)
Instructional Model: Concept Attainment – numerous examples available, students indentify examples that fit topic and are appropriate AND inquiry – students investigate topic of choice while generating hypotheses and organizing data

Science Fair

Searching for Sources

My name:

My topic:

My keywords:

1. Libraries

· Pettisville

·  http://blackbirds.pettisville.k12.oh.us/
· click library

· Wauseon (and other Ohio libraries)

· http://library.norweld.lib.oh.us/Wauseon/
· click library catalog (at the top of the page)

· If there is a book you are interested in, print the page and I can request it.  
2. Websites

· Google, as you know, is a great search engine

· avoid sites like Wikipedia, “answers,” or anything with a forum

· check to validate – is it reliable?

3. Databases

· http://www.infohio.org/
· click 9-12
· Science Online might be a great database to try

· scroll down to look at “other resources.” 

· click Ebscohost
· click “all database search”

· select databases that seem pertinent and click continue (the more you choose, the more options you have)

· enter keyword in “find” and select full text in the “narrow your search” box.  Click search

· results appear – note the ways to narrow your search on the left side of the page

· IF ONE KEYWORD DOESN’T WORK, TRY ANOTHER.  

· click pdf full text or html full text to view document

· THIS IS IMPORTANT: Be sure to retrieve citation information also.  Once the pdf or html page appears, there is a citation link at the top.   You need this information!

· All resources from infohio require an “online article (database)” pink sheet

Lesson 3 – Plagiarism/Citing Sources (MLA)

Materials Needed:

· pen/paper
· Reader’s Digest article

· Works Cited notes sheet

· Pink Sheets

· Miscellaneous sources for students to use

Objectives:

· Students will identify use of plagiarism and correct plagiarized material to give proper credit.  

· Students will use a standard MLA format for citation.

Procedure:

1. Opening: Ask students to read the Reader’s Digest article and discuss in small groups (10 minutes)
2. Discuss the article as a class: (10 minutes)
a. What are the ethical issues presented in this article?  Do you think what this author did was wrong? What other ethical issues are involved in the writing process?
b. What is plagiarism?

i. How can it be avoided?
ii. Is it plagiarism to put something in your own words and not give the source credit? (yes!)

iii. How do we give a source credit?

3. Introduce the concept of citation.  Show sample citations from MLA, APA, and Chicago style manuals.  

a. Explain that we will follow the MLA format.  Pass out the Works Cited sheet and explain notes. (10 minutes)
4. Explain the pink sheets handouts.  (Students identify the type of source they have, select a pink sheet that matches the type of source, fill out the necessary information, then create the citation. (5 minutes)
5. Lead the class by citing a book together.  Teacher should demonstrate by projecting onto the board so that all students can follow.  (10 minutes)
6. Closure: Students should take two different pink sheets and find two sources to cite for homework.  For example, a student could take a book and a website pink sheet.  They should then find a book and a website and fill out the citation. They should bring the sources with them to class tomorrow.
Instructional Model: Concept Attainment – numerous examples given, students classify and determine if examples fit AND inquiry – students continue to separate the useful data from the useless or unrelated data as they work on finding sources
SAMPLE PINK SHEET
(Pink sheets also provided for books with one author, books with multiple authors, reference book, and database) 

Website (.gov, .org, .edu)
Author’s name (last name, first name): ________________________________________
Title of Document : _______________________________________________________
Title of Website: _________________________________________________________

Date of Update: __________________________________________________________
Name of institution/organization affiliated with the site: __________________________
Date of Publication: _______________________________________________________ 

Publication Medium: ______________________________________________________

Date of Access: __________________________________________________________
Format:

Author(s). “Title of Document.” Title of Website. Date of Update. Name of 

institution/organization. Date of Publication. Publication Medium. Date of Access.  

Example:

Zeki, Semir. “Artistic Creativity and the Brain.” Science 6 July 2001. American 


Association for the Advancement of Society.  2002. Web. 24 Sept. 2002

.My Entry:

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Source Analysis – Evaluating the Evidence

   Student Name ____________________

	1.
	Can the evidence be verified?.......................................................................
	Yes / No



	2. 
	Is the evidence based on first-hand information?.........................................


	Yes / No

	3.
	Is the evidence based on personal belief or preference?..............................


	Yes / No

	4. 
	Does the evidence come from a reliable, qualified, unbiased source?.........


	Yes / No

	5. 
	Do you believe the evidence to be factual?..................................................
	Yes / No



	6. 
	Does it agree with what authorities in that subject are saying?....................
	Yes / No



	7. 
	Does the evidence address all sides of the issue?.........................................
	Yes / No



	8.
	Does it take into account all kinds of objections?........................................
	Yes / No



	9. 
	Is the evidence up-to-date? (Date of source:________________)………
	Yes / No




	10.
	How does this piece of evidence enhance your paper? In other words, why did you choose this piece of evidence?



	11. 
	Summarize the specific information that this source provides concerning your topic/problem.  Include key points, definition of terminology, explanation of processes, etc. that explain the science behind your problem.
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Liz McMillen,
editor, The
Chronicle of
Higher Education

“Colleges have
known about new
ways of cheating
for years. But this
article by ‘Ed
Dante’ resonated
well beyond the
ivory tower. Dante
, describes in star-
I tling detail how
I students in college,
graduate school,
and even nursing
and law schools are
willing to pay thou-
sands of dollars to
get someone else
to write papers or
complete course
work for them.
! It’s the most-read
. article published in
& the Chronicle’s

P historyand a

; w must-read for
f

anyone concerned
about the quality of
higher education.”
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C L
Cheatin

Epidemic

A paid academic ghostwriter
explains how thousands of students
cheat—and why

BY ED DANTE?*
@ rrom The Chronicle of Higher Education

he request came in by e-mail around two

in the afternoon. It was from a previous

customer, and she had urgent business. I

quote her message here verbatim (if I had

to put up with it, so should you): “You did
me business ethics propsal for me I need propsal got
approved pls can you will write me paper?”

I've gotten pretty good at interpreting this kind of cor-
respondence. The client had attached a document from
her professor with details about the paper. She needed
the first section in a week. Seventy-five pages.

*Editor’s note: Ed Dante is a pseudonym. The Chronicle reviewed Dante’s
correspondence with clients and some of the papers he had been paid to
write. Some details have been altered to protect the identity of the student.

ILLUSTRATED BY TOMER HANUKA

TOP LEFT: ILLUSTRATED BY GRAFILU
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In the past year, I've written roughly
5,000 pages of scholarly literature,
most on very tight deadlines. I've
written toward a master’s degree in
cognitive psychology, a PhD in soci-
ology, and a handful of postgraduate
credits in international diplomacy.
I've worked on bachelor’s degrees
in hospitality, business administra-
tion, and accounting. I’ve written for
courses in history, cinema, labor rela-
tions, pharmacology, theology, sports
management, maritime security, air-
line services, sustainability, munici-
pal budgeting, marketing, philosophy,
ethics, Eastern religion, postmodern
architecture, anthropology, literature,
and public administration. I've com-
pleted 12 graduate theses of 50 pages
or more. But you won’t find my name
on a single paper.

I work at an online company that
generates tens of thousands of dollars
a month by creating original essays
for cheating students. I've- worked
there full-time since 2004. On any day
of the academic year, I am working on
upward of 20 assigninents.

In the midst of this great reces-
sion, business is booming. During
midterms and finals, my company’s
staff of roughly 50 writers is not large
enough to satisfy the demand.

You would be amazed by the in-
competence of “college level” writing.
I have seen the word desperate mis-
spelled every way you can imagine.
-And these students truly are desper-
ate. Some couldn’t write a convincing
grocery list, yet they are in graduate

school. They need help learning, and,
separately, they need help passing
their courses. But they aren’t getting it.

I live well on the desperation, mis-
ery, and incompetence the educa-
tional system has created. This year,
I will make roughly $66,000. Not a
king’s ransom, but higher than what
many actual educators are paid.

Last summer, the New York Times
reported that 61 percent of under-
graduates have admitted to some
form of cheating on assignments and
exams. Yet there is little discussion
about custom papers and how they
differ from more-detectable forms
of plagiarism or about why students
cheat in the first place. It is my hope
that this essay will initiate such a con-
versation. As for me, I'm planning to
retire. I'm tired of helping make
America’s students look competent.

t is late in the semester when
the business student contacts
me, a time when I typically
juggle deadlines and push out
20 to 40 pages a day. I had

written a short research proposal for

her a few weeks before, suggesting
a project that connected a surge of
unethical business practices to the
patterns of trade liberalization. The
proposal was approved, and now I
had mmx.am&\m to complete the assign-
ment. This was not quite a rush or-
der, which we get top dollar to write.
This assignment would be priced at
a standard $2,000, half of which goes
in my pocket.
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A few hours after I had agreed to
write the paper, I received the follow-
ing e-mail: “sending sorces for ur to
use thanx.”

I did not reply immediately. One
hour later, I received another message:

“did u get the sorce I send

please where you are now?

Desprit to pass spring projict”

Not only was this student going
to be a thorn in my side but she also

communicated in haiku, each less de- -

cipherable than the one before. I let
her know that I was giving her work
the utmost attention, that I had re-

student will know exactly what he
wants. He is poised for a life of paying
others and telling them what to do.
Indeed, he is acquiring all the skills
he needs to stay on top.

As for the first two types of stu-
dents—the ESL and the hopelessly
deficient—colleges are utterly fail-
ing them. Students who come to
American universities from other
countries find that their efforts
to learn a new language are con-
founded not only by cultural dif-
ficulties but also by the pressures
of grading. The focus on evaluation

Three demographics seek my services:
English-as-second-language students, hope-
lessly deficient students, and lazy rich kids.

ceived her sources, and that I would
be in touch if I had any questions.
Then I put it aside.

From my experience, three demo-
graphic groups seek out my services:
the English-as-second-language stu-
dent, the hopelessly deficient student,
and the lazy rich kid.

For the last, colleges are a perfect
launching ground—they are built to
reward the rich and to forgive them
their laziness. Let’s be honest: The
successful among us are not always
the best and the brightest and cer-
tainly not the most ethical. While the
deficient student will generally not
know how to ask for what he wants
until he doesn’t get it, the lazy rich

rather than education means that
those who haven’t mastered Eng-
lish must do so quickly or suffer the
consequences. My service provides
a particularly quick way to “master”
English. And those who are hope-
lessly deficient struggle with com-
munication in general.

Two days had passed since I last
heard from the business student.
Then, overnight, I received 14 e-mails
from her. She had additional instruc-
tions, such as “but more again please
make sure they are a good link betwee
the leticture review and all the chap-
ter and the benfet of my paper. finally
do you think the level of this work?
how match i can get it?”
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that one.

It was followed by some clarifica-
tion: “where u are can you get my
messages? Please I pay a lot and dont
have ao to faile I strated to get very
worry.”

Again I assured her I had the matter
under control.

It was true. At this point, there are
few academic challenges that I find
intimidating. Customers’ orders are
endlessly different yet strangely all
the same. No matter what the sub-
ject, clients want to be assured that

and user names so I can access key
documents and exams. In some in-
stances, I have even contributed to
weekly online discussions. I have be-
come a master of the admissions essay
for undergraduate, master’s, and doc-
toral programs. I can explain exactly
why you’re Brown material, why the
Wharton MBA program would benefit
from your presence, how certain life
experiences have prepared you for the
rigors of your chosen course of study.
I do not mean to be insensitive, but
I can’t tell you how many times I've
been paid to write about somebody

I've ghostwritten legal briefs, military-strategy
assessments, poems, lab reports, and, yes,
even papers on academic integrity.

their assignment is in capable hands.
It would be terrible to think that your
Ivy League graduate thesis was riding
on the work ethic and perspicacity of
a public-university slacker. So part of
my job is to be whatever my clients
want me to be. I say yes when I am
asked if I have a PhD in sociology.
I say yes when I am asked if I have
professional training in industrial/
organizational psychology. I say yes
when asked if I have ever designed a
perpetual-motion-powered time ma-
chine and documented my efforts in
a peer-reviewed journal.

I have completed countless courses
at three dozen online universities.
Students provide me with passwords
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helping a loved one battle cancer. I've
written essays that could be adapted
into Meryl Streep movies.

I do a lot of work for seminary
students. I like seminary students.
They seem so blissfully unaware of
the inherent contradiction in pay-
ing somebody to help them cheat in
courses that are largely about walk-
ing in the light of God and providing
an ethical model for others to follow.
I have been commissioned to write
many a passionate condemnation of
America’s moral decay as exempli-
fied by abortion, gay marriage, or the
teaching of evolution. All in all, we
may presume that clerical authori-
ties see these as a greater threat than
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the plagiarism committed by the fu-
ture frocked.

With respect to America’s nurses,
fear not. Our lives are in capable
hands—just hands that can’t write a
lick. Nursing students account for one
of my company’s biggest customer
bases. I’ve written case-management
plans, reports on nursing ethics, and
essays on why nurse-practitioners are
lighting the way to the future of medi-
cine. I've even written pharmaceutical-
treatment courses for patients who I
hope were hypothetical. .

I, who have no name, no opin-
ions, and no style, have written so
many papers, including legal briefs,
military-strategy assessments, poems,
lab reports, and, yes, even papers on
academic integrity, that it’s hard to
determine which course of study is
most infested with cheating. But I'd
say education is the worst. I've writ-
ten papers for students in elementary-
education programs and lesson plans
for aspiring high school teachers. I've
written essays for those studying to
become school administrators and
theses for those on course to become
principals. In the enormous conspiracy
that is student cheating, the frontline
intelligence community is infiltrated
by double agents. (Future educators of
America, I know who you are.)

As the deadline for the business-
ethics paper approaches, I think about
what'’s ahead of me. Whenever I take
on an assignment this large, my body
says: Are you sure you want to do
this again? You know that for the
48 hours you dedicate to writing

this paper, you will cease all human
functions but typing, you will Google
until the term has lost all meaning,
and you will drink enough coffee to
fuel a revolution in a small Central
American country.

But then there’s the money, the
sense that I must capitalize on op-
portunity, and even a bit of a thrill in
seeing whether I can do it.

nd I can. It’s not im-

plausible to write a

75-page paper in two

days. It’s just mis-

. erable. When I get

cranking, I can churn out four or five

pages an hour. First I lay out the sec-

tions of an assignment—introduction,

problem statement, methodology, lit-

erature review, findings, conclusion.
Then I start Googling.

Thaven't been to a library once since
I started doing this job. Amazon is
quite generous about free samples. If
I can find a single page from a particu-
lar text, I can cobble that into a report,
deducing what I don’t know from cus-
tomer reviews and publisher blurbs.
Google Scholar is a great source,
providing the abstract of nearly any
journal article. And of course, there’s
Wikipedia, which is often my first
stop. Naturally, one must verify such
material, but I've taken hundreds of
crash courses this way.

After I've gathered my sources, I
pull out usable quotes, cite them, and
distribute them among the sections
of the assignment. Just give me one
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[image: image5.jpg]phrase of quotable text, and I'll pro-
duce two pages of ponderous expla-
nation. I can say in ten pages what
most normal people could say in a

paragraph.

I've also got a mental library of

stock academic phrases: “A close
consideration of the events which oc-
curred in during the dem-
onstrate that had entered into a
phase of widespread cultural, social,
and economic change that would de-
fine for decades to come.” Fill
in the blanks using words provided
by the professor-in the instructions.

How dispiriting to find out that col-
lege was just another place where
grades were grubbed, competition
overshadowed personal growth, and
the threat of failure was used to en-
courage learning. ;

I was raised in an upper-middle-
class family, but I went to col-
lege in a poor neighborhood. I fit in
really well: After paying my tuition,
I didn’t have a cent to my name. I
had nothing but a meal plan and my
roommate’s computer. But I was de-
termined to write for a living and,
moreover, to spend these extremely

I’ve never had a client complain that the origi-
nality of his work was questioned. Asfaras|
know, not one customer has been caught.

How good is the product? That de-
pends—on the day, my mood, how
many other assignments I am work-
ing on. I don’t ever edit my assign-
ments, That way I get fewer customer
requests to “dumb it down.” I've actu-
ally had customers thank me for being
clever enough to insert typos. “Nice
touch,” they’ll say.

The story of how I got into this job
may be instructive. It is mostly about
the tremendous disappointment that
awaited me in college. My distaste for
the early hours and regimented na-
ture of high school was tempered by
the promise of the-educational com-
munity ahead, with its free exchange

of ideas and access to great minds.

expensive years learning how to do
s0. When I completed my first novel,
I contacted the English department
about creating an independent study
around editing and publishing it. I
was received like a mental patient. I
was told, “There’s nothing like that
here.” I was told that I could go back
to my classes and fill out Scantron
tests until I graduated.

I didn’t much care for my classes,
though. I slept late and spent the
afternodns working on my own
material. Then a funny thing hap-
pened. My classmates saw my abili-
ties and my abundance of free time.
They saw a value that the university
did not.
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It turned out that my lazy Xanax-
snorting, Miller-swilling classmates
were thrilled to pay me to write their
papers. And I was thrilled to take
their money. Word of my services
spread quickly, especially through
the fraternities. Soon I was receiving
calls from strangers who wanted to
commission my work. I was a writer!

Nearly a decade later, students, not
publishers, still come from every-
where to find me.

I understand that in simple terms,
I'm the bad guy. But pointing the fin-
ger at me is too easy. Say what you
want about me, but I am not the rea-
son students cheat.

You know what’s never happened?
I've never had a client complain that
the originality of his work had been
questioned, that some disciplinary
action had been taken. As far as I
know, not one of my customers has
ever been caught.

With just two days to go, I was fi-
nally ready to throw myself into the
business assignment. I caged myself
in my office and went through the
purgatory of cramming the summa-
tion of a student’s alleged education
into a weekend. Try it sometime.
After the 20th hour on a single sub-
ject, you have an almost-out-of-body
experience.

My client was thrilled with my
work. She told me that she would
present the chapter to her mentor
and get back to me with our next
steps. Two weeks passed, by which
time the assignment was but a dis-

tant memory, obscured by the several
hundred pages I had written since. On
a Wednesday evening, I received the
following e-mail:

“Thanx u so much for the chapter
is going very good the porfesser likes
it but wants the folloing suggestions
please what do you thing?:

“ “The hypothesis is interesting, but
I'd like to see it a bit more focused.
Choose a specific connection and try
to prove it.’

“What shoudwe say?”

This happens a lot. I get paid per
assignment. But with longer papers,
the student starts to think of me as a
personal educational counselor. She
paid me to write a one-page response
to her professor, and then she paid
me to revise her paper. I completed
each of these assignments, sustaining
the voice that the student had estab-
lished and maintaining the front of
competence.

The 75-page paper on business
ethics ultimately expanded into a
160-page graduate thesis, every word
written by me. I can’t remember the
name of my client, but it’s her name
on my work. We collaborated for
months. As with so many other topics
I tackle, the connection between un-
ethical business practices and trade
liberalization became a subtext to my
everyday life.

So, of course, you can imagine my
excitement when I received the good
news:

“thanx so much for uhelp ican go-
ing to graduate to now.” |

© 2010 BY ED DANTE. THE CHRONICLE OF HIGHER EDUCATION (NOVEMBER 2010), WASHINGTON, D.C. 20037.
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Lesson 4 – Internal Citations

Materials Needed:

· pen/pencil
· paper

· Source 5 from preassessment

· Pink Sheets

· Course Style Guide

Objectives:

· Students will develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, details, quotations, or examples

· Students will establish and maintain a formal style

· Students will use a standard MLA format for citation.

Procedure:
1. Opening: Check homework in small groups.  Then give source five from preassesment activity to groups.  Ask them what type of source it is (database) then ask them to cite on a pink sheet.  Check as a class. (10 minutes)
2. Ask students what we do with the source in the writing process.  Explain that there are three ways to use information from a source in a paper: quoting, paraphrasing, and summarizing. Explain the differences with the class. (5 minutes)
3. Ask students to write down a quote, paraphrase, and summary from the source on a sheet of paper. (5 minutes)
4. Explain to students that we need to immediately give a source credit when we use it in our paper.  To do that we must include an internal citation.  This internal citation let’s the reader know that a source was used and points the reader to the Works Cited page in case they want to find the source themselves. (10 minutes)

5. Read through the internal citation rules in the course Style Guide. (10 minutes)
6. Closure:  Create an internal citation for the source five together as a class.  Show students how the citation would come after their quote, paraphrase, and summary. (5 minutes)
Instructional Model: Concept Attainment – numerous examples given, students classify and determine if examples fit while students continue to develop their own examples AND inquiry – students continue to separate the useful data from the useless or unrelated data as they work on finding sources and now taking notes
Lesson 5 – Pop-up Video Assignment with MLA Submission
*Note: This lesson is an introduction to an activity that will spend several days and will serve as the final assessment for the unit. The introduction/explanation will need to be explained several times and depending on the class, the teacher might choose to introduce small portions at a time so as to not overwhelm students.
Materials Needed:

· Pop-up video handout
· Computer with internet access and projection

· pen/pencil

· poster board (9+ per group)

Objectives:

· Students will support a claim with logical reasoning using accurate, credible sources and demonstrating and understanding of the topic or text.

· Students will establish and maintain a formal style
· Students will introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow.

· Students will develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, details, quotations, or examples

· Students will use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform or explain the topic

· Students will establish and maintain a formal style

· Students will conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions for further research and investigation

· Students will locate and cite five relevant sources of at least three different types.

· Students will use a standard MLA format for citation.

Procedure:

1. Opening: Explain to students what a pop-up video is and show a sample (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ITt639SPxSQ) (10 minutes)
2. Hand out the pop-up video worksheet and explain to students that they will create  live pop-up video about their Science Fair topic using poster board and will perform to music.  The pop-ups will be quotes, summaries, or paraphrased material about their topic.  They must include 9 facts from at least 5 sources (3 different types).  The information must include an internal citation and each group will submit a Works Cited page that includes the full citations for all sources.  To demonstrate their understanding of reliable sources, one of their 9 posters must be unreliable or irrelevant. (20 minutes)
3. Closure: Students should begin working on their projects.  Teacher can announce a due date approximately one week later. (10+ minutes)
Instructional Model: Self-directed – students work independently to determine sources needed for research and then implement the sources in their final project and creation of video
POP-UP VIDEOS

Using the 5 sources you have identified and cited, you will create a live pop-up video about your Science Fair topic using poster board and acting.

Your pop-up video must:

· Include 8 pieces of RELEVANT information from all five of your sources.

· Include 1 piece of IRRELEVANT or UNRELIABLE information.

· Be put to music (This is your choice as long as it’s school appropriate! Perhaps there is a song that fits your topic.)

Your posters must:

· be written as quotes, summaries, or paraphrases

· include internal citations which are punctuated properly

While you will work in your science fair groups on this project, on the day of your presentation, each individual must submit a copy of the Works Cited sheet.

	Subtopic 1: 
	

	Find one-three interesting pieces of information about this topic.  Be sure to include the internal citation at the end of your quote, paraphrase or summary.

*

*

*



	Subtopic 2:
	

	Find one-three interesting pieces of information about this topic.  Be sure to include the internal citation at the end of your quote, paraphrase or summary.

*

*

*



	Subtopic 3:
	

	Find one-three interesting pieces of information about this topic.  Be sure to include the internal citation at the end of your quote, paraphrase or summary.

*

*

*



	Subtopic 4:
	

	Find one-three interesting pieces of information about this topic.  Be sure to include the internal citation at the end of your quote, paraphrase or summary.

*

*

*




Post Assessment

Pop-Up Video Assessment
Works Cited Sheet (Individual)
	Source #
	Type
	MLA
	Source Analysis

	1


	
	1      2      3      4      5
	1      2      3      4      5



	2


	
	1      2      3      4      5
	1      2      3      4      5



	3


	
	1      2      3      4      5
	1      2      3      4      5



	4


	
	1      2      3      4      5
	1      2      3      4      5



	5


	
	1      2      3      4      5
	1      2      3      4      5



	
	_______/10
	Total: ______/25
	Total: ______/25


MLA Score: _________/60
Presentation (Group)
	Content

· posters include examples of quotation, summary, and paraphrase

· information is academically sound

· at least 9 posters are presented
	________/25

	Internal Citations

· all information is cited

· citations match Works Cited page provided

· citations follow proper format
	________/25

	Reliability

· 8 posters are relevant

· 1 poster is not relevant
	________/25

	Creativity of Performance

· group shows evidence of preparation

· music is incorporated into performance

· all group members participate
	________/25

	Total Score
	________/100


