World Religion Scavenger Hunt
Melissa Brandewie 

Station 1
Standard: People in Societies

Benchmark A: Compare cultural practices, products and perspectives of past civilizations in order to understand commonality and diversity of cultures. 

Indicator 2: Compare world religions and belief systems focusing on geographic origins, founding leaders and teachings including: Buddhism, Christianity, Judaism, Hinduism, and Islam. 

Buddhism

Barrow, M. (2008, November). Buddhism religion. Retrieved from http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/Homework/religion/buddhism.htm
Buddhism was found by Siddhartha Gautama, who is also known as the Buddha. He developed and created many teachings of Buddhism. He lived in India during the 4th and 5th centuries B.C. Buddhists do not believe in a personal creator of God, instead they believe in a cycle of birth, life, death and rebirth. Buddha also found Enlightenment in which the Buddha was led from pain of suffering and went towards the Enlightenment of meditating and helping others. Buddhists can either worship the Buddha at home or in temples. If Buddhists are at home they can mediate, but if they are in a temple they can chant or use other ways to show love for Buddha. Buddhism includes three central beliefs: belief in Buddha, Dharma: teaching of Buddha, and Sangha: having a community of ordinary people, monks, and nuns who help each other. 
Resources:

1. Web Resource:  http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/india/religion/buddhism.htm
2. Online Video Resource: http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=1EE851F4-0FDF-4138-ADD5-7D611E5AAA3C&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US
3. Adolescent Literature: Barker, C. (1986). Ananda in sri lanka: a story of buddhism. Hamish Hamilton.
Christianity
Barrow, M. (2008, November). Information on christianity. Retrieved from http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/Homework/religion/christian.htm
Christianity is the world’s largest religion containing about 2.2 billion believers. Jesus Christ was the founder of Christianity. He was crucified 30 A.D. and he is the son of God who came to earth to teach about love and fellowship. Christians strive to be like Jesus and spread the word of love and humanity. Christians believe Jesus rose from the dead and appeared to his disciples to show that there is another life with one, ever-lasting God. Christians believe in one God that consists of three persons: God the Father, God the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Believers in Christianity worship in Church led by priests or ministers. Two main festivals and time of worship for Christians is Easter and Christmas. Christians read the Bible that consists of Jesus’ work and teachings. Christianity was developed as a part of Judaism, but these religions have differences. Christianity has different branches of worship: Roman Catholic, Baptists, Methodist, Orthodox and Seventh-day Adventist. 
Resources
1. Web Resource: http://www.uri.org/kids/world_chri.htm
2. Online Video Resource: http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=68379F12-7D04-424A-803F-01F0CC4C04D9&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US
3. Adolescent Literature: Stockton, L. (2003). God in a child's world and king catfish roonie and his neighbors. United Kingdom: Athena Press.
Hinduism
Barrow, M. (2008, November). Information on hinduism. Retrieved from http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/Homework/religion/hinduism.htm
Hinduism is the third most popular religion and it originated in Northern India. Hinduism is over 4,000 years old and is considered the world’s oldest existing religion. There is no founder of this religion because it developed from Brahmanism. The word “Hindu” came from the river Indus. Hindus believe religion is a matter of practice rather than beliefs. Hindus also believe in a universal soul or God called Brahman. Brahman can take many forms and a part of Brahman is in everyone. This idea of Brahman is called Atman. Hindus believe in reincarnation and karma is an idea in which your soul passes through a cycle of successive lives. Each cycle of life is determined from the previous cycle. One important spiritual goal of a Hindu is to become one with Brahman. Other goals of living a Hindu life consist of: Moksha (release of soul), Dharma (code for leading one’s life), Artha (material gain by lawful means), and Karma (reincarnation at a higher level). Three important Gods the Hindus worship include: Brahma (Creator), Vishnu (Preserver), and Shiva (Destroyer). Hindus can worship at home and many have a shrine there. A place of communal worship is the Mandir (Hindu temple). The Holy book of Hinduism is called the Sanskrit. Pilgrimage to rivers, temples, mountains and other sacred places is important to Hindus. 
Resources

1. Web Resource: http://www.hindukids.org/
2. Online Video Resource: http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=9690B222-AEDB-4CD7-9D1E-2FA8719D1F19&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US
3. Adolescent Literature: Sperling, V. (2006). Hanuman's journey to the medicine mountain. Bear Cub Books.
Islam/Muslim
Barrow, M. (2008, November). Information on islam. Retrieved from http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/Homework/religion/Islam.htm
Islam is the second most popular religion and it is considered a complete way of life rather than a religion. Islam began in Arabia and was shown to humankind by the Prophet Muhammad. People who follow the Islamic way of life are called Muslims. Muslims believe in only one God, called Allah. This religion is mostly found in Middle East, Asia and north of Africa. Islam originated in Saudi Arabia and was developed by Muhammad, the last prophet to be sent by Allah. This religion is based upon the ministry of Muhammad, and Muslims utter “peace be upon him” after saying his name. Islam is a way of life that means submission and obedience and comes from a word meaning “peace.” Muslims are required and encouraged to follow six main beliefs; 1) Allah is one and only God, 2) belief in angels, 3) read Holy Books including the Holy Qur’an, 4) belief in Prophets, 5) Day of Judgment, and 6) belief of Predestination which is determined by Allah. Muslims believe prayer is very important and they pray a minimum of five times a day. They also worship in a communal place called mosque and services are held Fridays at noon. Muslims have other duties that include: Shahadah (declaration of faith), Salah (prayer), Zakat (giving a fixed portion of income to charity), Saum (fasting during the month of Ramadan on the Islamic calendar) and Hajj (pilgrimage to Mecca).  
Resources

1. Web Resource: http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/islam/religion/
2. Online Video Resource: http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=8BA4C427-4B9F-4CFC-9BFE-404C9F122FB7&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US
3. Adolescent Literature: Brown, F. (2001). Street boy. Authentic Company.
Judaism

Barrow, M. (2008, November). Information on the jewish religion. Retrieved from http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/Homework/religion/jewish.htm
The Jewish religion originated in Israel about 4,000 years ago. People who follow Judaism are called Jews. Jews believe that there is a single God who created the universe and Jewish people can have a personal relationship with God. Jewish history begins with the covenant between God and Abraham in 1812 B.C. Abraham is considered as the father of family of Jews. He is also the symbol of trusting and obeying God. Abraham is also important to followers of Christianity and of Islam. Many Jewish people wear and show the Star of David which is considered the symbol of Jewish people. Another symbol of the Jewish religion is the Menorah which is a candelabrum displayed in synagogues. This symbolizes the burning bush as seen by Moses on Mount Sinai. One last symbol of the Jewish religion is called the Mezuzah. This is usually displayed on the doorposts in Jewish homes. It is a case with tiny scroll that has writing from the bible. Spiritual leaders of the Jewish religion are called Rabbi, and even though they are the leaders, rabbis do not have any special religious status. People of the Jewish religion have two holy books to follow. One is called the Torah, which is the Holy Jewish book, and the other is called the Tanach, which is a collection of Jewish scriptures. The day of the Sabbath is the most important day in the Jewish religion. Sabbath day is a holy day in which Jews are to refrain from weekday work. Special ceremonies for children to become a part of the Jewish faith are called bar mitzvahs (boys) and bat mitzvahs (girls). The Jewish religion has three groups: Orthodox, Reform and Liberal. Jewish people are to also sustain from eating certain foods. Jews are to refrain from mixing dairy and meat, no pork or pork products, and no shell fish. 
Resources

1. Web Resource: http://www.uri.org/kids/world_juda.htm
2. Online Video Resource: http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=FB47D28C-EAD8-43AB-BFEC-3EEA945DBFE3&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US
3. Adolescent Literature:  Matas, C. (2003). Rosie in new york city: gotcha!. Perfection Learning.
Station 2

1. Develop skills in leading students in discussion regarding their religious beliefs and practices as well as the beliefs and practices of others. 

According to the Teacher’s Guide to Religion in the Public Schools, teachers should strive for students to be aware of religions, but we should not pressure students to accept any certain religion. In other words, we should expose students as many religions and religious beliefs as possible so each student can decide what beliefs they believe. Another idea that suits this competency is that teachers should inform students about multiple beliefs and they do not try to get students to try any particular beliefs. It is our goal as teachers to provide as much accurate and reliable information as possible, but then we need to allow our students to form and express their opinions and beliefs in a comfortable setting. I would incorporate this strategy after studying each important world religion, and allow the students to complete research on the religion he or she finds most interesting. After the students have completed research, I would lead the students in a friendly debate of religions, while comparing and contrasting the world religions. 
2. Be aware of examples of best practices in teaching about religion. 
One important aspect for teachers to remember is that teaching about religion is academic, and not devotional. Teachers should promote the history and cultural beliefs of world religions and not bring in their individual devotional practices. I feel teachers can inform students of their devotional beliefs because many middle school students are curious, but they should not press their personal beliefs onto the students. Also, teachers should focus on the study of world religions and not so the practice of the religions. A good way to remember this is to stick to the facts of the religions and allow students to research the practices of religions on their own. Using this competency in my teaching would be to reread the examples in the Guidelines for Teaching About Religion and also to remember to provide students with the facts and promote students to inquire the practices of different religions. I would allow my students to view the online videos I have listed above for each religion, and then I would have the students write about one religion that they would like to see in real life and why. Using this as a writing prompt can help the students to form their own opinion, as well as show them which one they are interested in seeing the practice of that religion. 
3. Develop the ability to present multiple religious perspectives in a fair or neutral way. 

I think this is the easiest competency to understand and incorporate in the social studies classroom because teachers are used to hearing the word “fair.” In other words, teachers need to make sure they present each religion equally. What we discuss about one religion is what we will present about the other religions. According to the guidelines, teachers can expose students to a diversity of religious views, but that teachers should not impose one particular view. Also, teachers should educate students about all religions, but teachers should not promote or put down any religion.  One way to incorporate this strategy is to find reliable resources of each world religion and in groups the students would research an assigned religion. The groups would create a PowerPoint or other visual display to teach the class about their assigned religion.
Station 3

1. Which approach do you think you will follow? Why?
After reviewing the four approaches, I will probably follow the historical approach. The historical approach is the one most commonly used in a social studies class, so it makes sense to follow this strategy. Also, following this strategy can help me as a teacher focus on the historical and cultural aspects of each religion and not get too in-depth with which religion is preferred over the other. This approach also helps students realized that all religions are complex with different practices and values. While using this strategy I can also discuss the political and cultural influences of each religion. I would have to do a lot of background research in order to have factual information about each religion. It is also important to note changes over time of each religion.  
2. What do you understand about the competencies in station 3?

The first competency states for “teachers to understand the difference between secular academic and devotional approaches to religion and consistently use the secular academic approach.” I feel this competency means to focus more on the history of world religions and discuss the cultural influences of the religions, instead of going in-depth about how each religion expresses their beliefs. Teachers sticking to the secular academic approach will be less likely to persuade one religion over another. The second competency is to “be able to address in a constructive way religious disagreements and conflicts that arise in the classroom.” When discussing and learning about world religions disagreements and conflicts will occur, but how teachers handle them is the key to active learning. Allowing students to openly discuss religions is a good strategy as long as you model how they are to behave. Having students practice friendly debates on another topic would be a great idea. Also teachers should be sensitive and careful when discussing world religions. The third competency wants teachers to “be aware of and manage effectively, religious diversity in the classroom.” Again this states for teachers to realize that their students will come into the classroom with many different religious backgrounds and beliefs. Teachers should be aware of this and remember it throughout the unit. A good idea to understand students’ background knowledge is to prepare a pre-assessment about each religion to see what students understand. The fourth and final competency states for teachers to “create an environment of respect and tolerance-a safe environment in which students feel free to talk about religion.”  Creating an environment of respect and tolerance should be a standard for all public classrooms. Every student should feel safe when they enter their classrooms. Teachers can do this by setting classroom rules and procedures and reminding students of these rules on a daily basis. Teachers can also create a comfortable classroom setting by modeling respect and tolerance. I feel this is one of the most important competencies because once your students are comfortable and feel safe in the classroom they should be more active participants and be engaged in the lesson. 
3. How will you implement your approach/understanding of competencies into practice?

One way I will implement the historical approach and my understanding of the competencies is to do a lot of background research on the world religions. I would need to research the historical background of each religion, and help the students understand the timelines of each religion. I could also have the students create a timeline on the walls in the classroom of each world religion. Another way to show my understanding in the classroom is to allow students to have their own reflection time and write about the different world religions, and have free writing time. This strategy will help the students feel safe and comfortable when discussing religion because their only audience of their writing is the student and the teacher. Students who have this time might think more deeply about the different religions because they know another student will not view their writing. One last creative idea to promote diversity of religions is to have different world religion days. For example, one day the students learn all about Christianity and the next day the students learn about Buddhism. Also allowing students to explore other religions can help teachers avoid be biased towards certain religions. Then students can work in jigsaw groups to reflect on important ideas about each religion. 
Station 4

1. Reflect on the AAR document-what impact did these guidelines have on your professional development and pedagogy?

These guidelines really opened my eyes to teaching religion in a public school setting. The article reminded me about school and religion guidelines that are in the constitution and it is important for teachers to understand the sensitivity of religion. As teachers, these guidelines provided great approaches to teaching religion. All four approaches also adhere to the idea of focusing on the academics and history of world religions, and do not discuss too much of the devotional practices of the religions. The guidelines also provided great examples and bulleted points on pedagogy. These examples showed that teaching religion can be fun, while still being aware not to conform to one particular religion. 
2. How will you take all of the information you have gained from AAR and your research and make it comprehensible to your 6th graders?
To present Buddhism and make a Language Arts connection, I would have my students read and analyze different Buddhist folktales and determine their relevance to everyday life. To begin the lesson, I would have a quick background PowerPoint of background knowledge about the geographic origins and founding leaders of Buddhism. Then we would read “The Steadfast Parrot” that focuses on working together through tough times. Another folktale we would read is “The Banyan Deer” that uses Buddha himself to show rulers how selflessness and sacrifice to guide their dealings with others. After reading “The Steadfast Parrot” together we would identify what type of folktale it is. We would also discuss symbolism in the story and what lesson it teaches. I would also ask the students some real life situations when steadfastness in the time of difficulties would be crucial to those involved.  Then we would read “The Banyan Deer” and discuss details of the folktale, and the lessons learned. We would talk about present-day relevance as well. To end the lesson, I would divide the students into groups of 2 or 3 students and using the word “steadfast,” they would form words that reveal the lesson of the folktales we read together. I feel this would be a great way to discuss Buddhism because these folktales discuss the importance of the religion, as well as, how it would relate to the students’ lives. 
"The Banyan Deer." Martin, Rafe. The Hungry Tigress: Buddhist Legends and Jataka Tales. Berkeley, California: Parallax Press, © 1990. Used with the permission of Parallax Press. www.parallax.org "Reprinted from The Hungry Tigress (1990) by Rafe Martin with permission of Parallax Press, Berkeley, California."
"The Steadfast Parrot." Martin, Rafe. The Hungry Tigress: Buddhist Legends and Jataka Tales. Berkeley, California: Parallax Press, © 1990. Used with the permission of Parallax Press. www.parallax.org "Reprinted from The Hungry Tigress (1990) by Rafe Martin with permission of Parallax Press, Berkeley, California." 

