Key Concepts:

The key concepts of this social studies unit are that students are learning through the venues of self-discovery and inquiry.  The students are not seen as blank slates, rather they are viewed as knowledgeable and respected individuals of the learning community.  They key is to build on the knowledge they already have in various ways to allow students to learn through multiple perspectives.  

Key Assessments:

The most frequently used assessment tool throughout the unit is the rubric.  Students will be graded on their timelines, Venn diagrams, journal entries and model projects with the use of rubrics.  Rubrics provide students with clear expectations and help guide them through their work while still allowing for creativity and students to use their unique talents and knowledge on each activity.  In addition to the rubric students will be assessed using questions of the day and participation in group discussion.  The questions of the day assess students’ prior knowledge as well as how they can apply their learning from the previous days to the current question.  This also applies to group discussion.  Assessments are done throughout the unit, as discussed in the Wiggens and McTighe backwards design article, not just towards the end of the unit.  This way learning goals are more sharply defined and students clearly understand the learning goals.    
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http://mayas.mrdonn.org/dailylife.html
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http://www.mythicjourneys.org/bigmyth/myths/english/eng_inca_culture.htm
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