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 Teaching about World Religions using the AAR Pedagogical Competencies 

“Scavenger Hunt”

The objective of this modified “Scavenger Hunt” is to familiarize you with the World Religions identified in the OACS, understand the key issues and challenges faced with teaching about this content in public schools, and identifying appropriate resources, best practices and skills to effectively teach about World religions.  We will use the Pedagogical Competencies outlined in the AAR document
	Pedagogical Competencies 


	Explore/Research/Reflect
	Application

	Station 1 (20 points)

· Identify the OACS that focus on World Religions

· Be able to find and recognize appropriate resources about religion when needed, on the Internet or in more traditional media.


	Identify the OACS. Then develop an annotated  bibliography: Identify 3 Resources for each of the world religions (incl. young adolescent literature): Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam, Christianity, Judaism
OACS – Standard:  People in Societies

               Indicator:  Cultures & Interaction

1.) Compare the cultural practices and products of the societies studied including: a.) Glass structure; b.) Gender roles; c.) Beliefs; d.) Customs and traditions.

2.) Compare world religions and belief systems focusing on geographic origins, founding leaders and teachings including:  a.) Buddhism; b.) Christianity; c.) Judaism; d.) Hinduism; e.) Islam.

3.) Explain factors that foster conflict or cooperation among countries:  a.) Language; b.) Religion; c.) Types of government; d.) Historic relationships; e.) Economic interests. 

Annotated Bibliography:

Buddhism:

http://www.omsakthi.org/religions.html - Discusses how the religion was founded and gives the main points of that religion.
Gethin, R.  (1998).  The Foundation of Buddhism (Opus).  Oxford University Press. -  This book concentrates on the ideas and practices, which constitute the common heritage of the different traditions of Buddhism.  

Hesse, H.  (1981).  Siddhartha.  Bantam Classics.  – This is a novel of a young man that leaves his family for a contemplative life, and then restless discards it for one of the flesh.  
Hinduism:

http://www.omsakthi.org/religions.html - Discusses how the religion was founded and gives the main points of that religion.
Flood, G. D.  (1996).  An Introduction to Hinduism (Introduction to Religion).  Cambridge University Press. -  This book provides a much-needed thematic and historical introduction to Hinduism, the religion of the majority of people in India.  

http://www.religionfacts.com/hinduism/index.htm - Provides learners with basics, beliefs, history, practices, symbols, texts, and much more of the Hinduism religion.
Islam:

http://www.omsakthi.org/religions.html - Discusses how the religion was founded and gives the main points of that religion.
http://www.islam.com/ - Gives articles on Islam, as well as their sacred texts, philosophy, way of life, history, and many more aspects.  

Armstrong, K.  (2002).  Islam: A Short History (Modern Library Chronicles).  Modern Library; Rev Upd Su edition. – This book produces Islam in the modern world.  It puts an emphasis on their right living instead of right belief.  
Christianity:

http://www.omsakthi.org/religions.html - Discusses how the religion was founded and gives the main points of that religion.
Borg, M. J.  (2004).  The Heart of Christianity: Rediscovering a Life of Faith.  HaperOne. -  In this book, Borg discusses the old paradigm with the new paradigm.  He makes a distinction between both.  

http://www.christianity.com/ - This website provides the reader with the faith of Christians, the history, leadership, living, and community.  There are quizzes and games that can be used to help students understand more about Christianity.
Judaism:  

http://www.omsakthi.org/religions.html - Discusses how the religion was founded and gives the main points of that religion.
Schoen, R.  (2004).  What I Wish My Christian Friends Knew about Judaism.  Loyola Press; First Edition. – This book lists facts, lore, and opinions that are intended to help Christians become more knowledgeable about the issue of what it means to be a Jew.  

http://www.religionfacts.com/judaism/index.htm - This website provides the learner with many facts about Judaism including their beliefs, holidays, practices, and much more.  

	Write a short description highlighting key points of each religion
Buddhism:  Buddhism developed out of the teachings of Siddhartha Gautama who reached enlightenment and assumed the title Buddha.  After his death, his teachings were written down and this collection is called the Tripitaka.  Buddhists believe in reincarnation and that one must go through cycles of birth, life, and death.  In general, Buddhists do not believe in any type of God, the need for a savior, prayer, or eternal life after death.  However, since the time of the Buddha, Buddhism has integrated many regional religious rituals, beliefs and customs into it as it had spread throughout Asia.  
Hinduism:  The origins of Hinduism can be traced to the Indus Valley civilization between 4000 and 2500 BCE.  The basis of Hinduism is that one had belief in the unity of everything.  The purpose of this religion and of life is to realize that one is part of God and by doing so one can leave this plane of existence and rejoin with God.  This religion believes in reincarnation and the way one progresses towards enlightenment is measured by his karma.  Being selfless and thoughtful help one to be born at a higher level, whereas bad acts and thoughts will cause one to be born at a lower level or even an animal.    
Islam:  Islam was founded in 622 CE, by Muhammad the Prophet, in Mecca.  There are two sacred texts of Islam: the Qur’an, which are the words of Allah ‘the One True God’ as given to Muhammad, and the Hadith, which is a collection of Muhammad’s sayings.  The duties of all Muslims are known as the Five Pillars of Islam.  Muslims follow a strict monotheism with one creator who is just, omnipotent and merciful.  They also believe in Satan who drives people to sin, and that all unbelievers and sinners will spend eternity in Hell.  Muslims who sincerely repent and submit to God will return to a state of sinlessness and go to Paradise after death.  Alcohol, drugs, and gambling should be avoided and they reject racism.  
Christianity:  Christianity started out as a breakaway sect of Judaism nearly 2000 years ago.  Christians believe in original sin and the fact that Jesus died in our place to save us from that sin.  They also believe that Jesus was fully human and fully God and as the Son of God is part of the Holy Trinity:  God the Father, His Son, and the Holy Spirit.  All Christians believe in heaven and that those who sincerely repent their sins before God will be saved and join Him in heaven.  Their sacred book is the Bible.  
Judaism:  Within Judaism, Jews believe in one creator who alone is to be worshiped as absolute ruler of the universe.  He monitors people’s activities and gives rewards to good deeds and punishes evil.  The Torah is the book Jewish people live by and this book cannot be changed.  Although this book cannot be changed, God does communicate with the Jewish people through prophets.  Jews believe in the inherent goodness of the world and its inhabitants as creations of God and do not require a savior to save them from original sin.    

	Station 2 (15 points)

· Develop skills in leading students in discussion regarding their religious beliefs and practices, as well as the beliefs and practices of others. 
· Be aware of examples of best practices in teaching about religion. 
· Develop the ability to present multiple religious perspectives in a fair or neutral way.

	Highlight at least 2 key points from the reading that addresses each of these competencies
1.) One of the first challenges for teachers and students alike is to examine what assumptions they harbor about religion generally and religious traditions in particular. 

2.)  The school informs students about various beliefs; it does not seek to conform students to any particular belief.  

1.) A best practice used during teaching is reflective thinking.  In one of the snapshots, students are read to by the teacher, and then asked to go back to their seats and write or draw a picture of something they just learned.  

2.) Authentic learning is also used.  In another snapshot students brainstorm information and then use this new information to make connections with the past.  

1.) Religious practices or texts are taught without historical context, it is easy for students to view the rituals or stories as having one meaning that persists for all times and places.  

2.) Whether explicit or implicit, religious influences can virtually always be found when one asks “the religion question” of any given social/historical experience.  
	How can incorporate this into your teaching of world religions? Provide at least 1 example for each competency
There are many ways that these competencies can be incorporated into the teachings of world religions.  The best practices come into play everyday during teaching.  There are many ways to teach students about religion, and using several best practices gives students a variety of ways to learn.  Teaching students that there are multiple perspectives will help students not be bias towards other religions.  A way to make sure these competencies are accounted for while teaching is to use authentic learning and make connections between religions and what they already know.  Students should know and be able to state what the main differences are between religions and what some of their similarities are as well.  

	Station 3 (15 points)

· Understand the difference between the secular academic and devotional approaches to religion, and consistently use the secular academic approach. 

· Be able to address in a constructive way religious disagreements and conflicts that arise in the classroom. 

· Be aware of, and manage effectively, religious diversity in the classroom.
· Create an environment of respect and tolerance—a safe environment in which students feel free to talk about religion.


	The AAR guidelines outlines 4 Approaches to teaching religion (see pages 10-11).  Which approach do you think you will follow?  Why?
The approach I believe I will follow is the literary approach.  I like this approach the best out of the four of them because I feel that it will hook students.  There is a lot to this approach that can engage students and focus them on a theme.  Another reason I like this approach is for the fact that it can be a great interdisciplinary unit for teaching.  If me as the social studies teacher is teaching religion, then I can also crossover into language arts by developing a theme and reading books that relate to that theme.  Students will be reading religious novels that will correspond to the material being taught in social studies.  
What do you understand by the competencies in Station 3?
From reading over these competencies in station 3, I learned that when one goes to teach religion to their students, they need to teach it in an academic manner.  They cannot teach religions to the class and have favoritism to one religion over the others.  Students need to learn about these different religions, no matter what their religious beliefs are.  I also learned to be ready for any disagreements that may come upon classmates while learning about religions.  I have to be prepared to discuss these religions with an open mind and ready for conflictions.  Another thing I understand is that there could be many different religions practiced in my classroom alone.  The diversity of students in my classroom could lead to a diverse religious practice.  Not all students may practice the same religion and all students need to know that if another student does not practice the same religion, that that is ok. Finally, I need to make my classroom a friendly, opening environment, where all students are free to discuss their religion without being singled out by other students.  


	How will you implement your approach/understanding of competencies into practice? Provide at least 2-3 specific examples.
When implementing my approach and understandings of these competencies into my classroom, there will be many guidelines for students to follow.  First off and for most, I will talk with the Language Arts teacher and discuss an interdisciplinary unit we could make on different religions.  I would want students to be reading books in their language arts class that correspond with the material and facts they are learning in social studies.  A way to implement these competencies would be to have discussions when disagreements arise.  I would divide students into groups (five groups), let each group research a different religion, then present their information to the class.  Students need to learn to work together, present, and discuss.  Disagreements may come upon students when learning about religions, but discussing all of them together could help clear some of these disagreements students may have.  Finally, my classroom would be an environment where students will be able to discuss and say what they believe.  They will all be able to talk about religions and ask questions, and be comfortable doing it.  

	Station 4 : Final Reflection

10 points


	Reflect on the AAR document –what impact did these guidelines have on your professional development and pedagogy?
This AAR document was very interesting to read.  I never thought of having to teach religion through social studies.  I knew the standards talked about different religions, but I didn’t think of it to be hard, until reading this document.  Teaching religion can be a touchy subject to any student in today’s world.  Religion has become a huge discrepancy over the past few years.  There is a lot to do and understand when teaching religion to young children.  You have to make sure that you are actually teaching them the material, and not trying to convince them that one religion is better than another.  I also realized that there are different ways in which one can teach religion to students.  The four approaches: historical, literary, traditions-based, and cultural, are all very useful techniques and can help any teacher get through the hardship of teaching religion.  This article gave me new perspectives on teaching religion to my students and has helped me gain some new insight on how to better teach religion to young children.  

	How will you take all of the information you have gained from AAR and your research and make it comprehensible to your 6th graders? This is your “snapshot of practice” - provide at least 1 specific example of practice.

In order to make all this information learned in the AAR comprehensible to my 6th grade students, I will first need to communicate with my team of teachers.  I will need to make certain that the teachers are okay with using this lesson as an interdisciplinary lesson (or at least the language arts teacher).  When I have developed an interdisciplinary unit, I will begin to discuss the different world religions with my students.  As I begin to discuss this information, students will create questions they have and write them down.  To brainstorm, we will go around the classroom and have students explain what they know about a religion, or if they can name several religions.  From here, we will move on and use the website, http://www.omsakthi.org/religions.html, to begin learning about these different religions.  As we begin this learning process, the language arts teacher and I will discuss a book that is appropriate from my annotated bibliography for students to read.  The beginning of this lesson will get students hooked and interested in learning about several religions.  


	Total: 60 points
	
	


