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Instructional Goals

	· Students will watch a short video clip to build their background knowledge of the Maya civilization.  After the video clip students will fill out a K-W-L organizer about the Mayan civilization.  



Standards, Indicators, Objectives

	· OACS  History 6.5. Describe the characteristics of Maya, Inca, Aztec and Mississippian civilizations including: location, government, religion, agriculture and cultural and scientific contributions.



Resources

	· Video: http://www.neok12.com/php/watch.php?v=zX594140420175017b544f02&t=Maya-Civilization 
· Projector/laptop to show video

· K-W-L Maya Organizer




Procedures  

	I.  Readiness/Motivation for Lesson  ( Engage)                Allotted Time: 10 Min.
· Introduce new topic to students.  Let them know we will be studying more ancient civilizations.  We will be focusing on the Maya, Inca and Aztec civilizations.  “Today we will begin with the Maya civilization.  Maya settlements began as early as 2000 B.C. They flourished in the eastern part of Mesoamerica, in what is now southern Mexico and Central America. The Maya were very religious and built vast temples for their gods. They also had sophisticated systems of arithmetic, writing, astronomy, and calendars. They shared a common culture, but did not have a single capital or ruler. Instead, each city governed itself. The decline of the Maya was gradual, accelerating with the arrival of the Spanish in the 16th century.”

· Show video to students. http://www.neok12.com/php/watch.php?v=zX594140420175017b544f02&t=Maya-Civilization
· Pass out K-W-L organizer and have students work on it for about 5 minutes.
· Collect the organizer so I can review what students want to know.  

II.  Lesson Focus:  (Explore, Explain, Extend)                    Allotted Time: 20 Min.
· Visit the following website on the smart board or projector.  Show students around the map.  Focus on the Mayan Empire. http://www.mayankids.com/mmkplaces/mapregion.htm 
· Next click on Chichen Itza.  Describe the pictures on the page and summarize the information on the page for students.  Highlight why the Maya thought it was important.  

· Next click on Beliefs and then Calendar.  The Mayan calendar is explained in detail and show students using the picture

· Allow students to ask questions along the way.  
III.  Closure to Lesson                                                           Allotted Time: 10 Min.
· Ask students to share what they learned today.  What did they think was interesting about the Mayan culture?  What are they still curious about?
· Have students fill out an exit slip before they leave class.

· Exit slip questions:

· True or false: The Mayan Calendar was a very simple system.

· True or false: The Mayan Empire was located on the continent of North America. 

· List one thing you learned from the video at the beginning of class.
IV.  Assessment / Evaluation: Assessment here and embedded in plan.

· Informally assess students’ prior knowledge by looking at their K-W-L organizer to see what they know.  
· Informally assess what students learned from the lesson by listening to their responses to the questions in the closure.
· Formally assess students’ knowledge by reviewing the exit slip to see what information needs to be revisited.  
V.  Evaluation – How will you score your assessment?

· The exit slip will be formally assessed and the score will be taken out of 3 points.  




