
The Constitution of the United States is the backbone of the American system of government and yet many Americans are ignorant of its contents. A survey by The Center for the Constitution at James Madison revealed that less than one third of Americans had actually read the document. Additionally most Americans are unsure of who holds the power in our system of government and what our natural rights are as citizens. (http://www.newsplex.com/home/headlines/103081684.html) This unit seeks to provide students with knowledge of the Constitution that will allow them to become active and knowledgeable citizens. 


Becoming familiar with the contents of the Constitution, is the overriding purpose behind this unit; however, another goal will be to mold students into life-long learners. Throughout the unit students will be engaged in a variety of strategies, which will require them to read, discuss and debate the meanings behind the words of the Constitution. Through the use of a variety of primary and secondary sources students will be exposed to differing points of view on the meanings of the Constitution. By engaging in partner and small group activities students will become active participants in the learning process and develop the skill to make themselves lifelong learners. 


This unit will begin by examining the historical roots of the Constitution by tracing its origins back into the English tradition of the Magna Carta, Petition of Right and the English Bill of Rights. The unit will continue to follow an historical/ chronological pattern by taking the learner through the tumultuous years of the American Revolution, the Critical Period under the Articles of Confederation, and Constitutional Convention. The unit will culminate by examining the contents of the Constitution and exploring the various interpretations of its provisions.


Democracy can only be successful when citizens are engaged in the process. By understanding how our government is organized and operates citizens can more easily take part in the process. In a time when voter turnout continues to be low it is important to find ways to encourage more active participation among citizens. A lack of knowledge concerning the Constitution leads to an uninformed populace and that is a danger to democracy itself.

