Unit and Unit Outcomes

The Unit:

 “The Constitution of the United States” is to be taught in the AP United States Government and Politics course at Perrysburg High School.

Subunit 1 Outcomes: The English Tradition

1. Students will be able to explain the historical context, which led to the creation of the Magna Carta, Petition of Right and the English Bill of Rights.

2. Students will be able to cite various rights that were granted to Englishmen by these documents.

3. Students will be able to compare and contrast the right granted in the English documents with the rights granted to the American people by the Constitution.

Subunit 2 Outcomes: The Colonial Period

4. Students will be able to cite the various ways in which British practices angered American colonists and pushed them towards revolution.

5. Students will be able to cite the significance of the phrase “taxation without representation”.

6. Students will be able to explain the reasons for the passage of various taxes by the British (Stamp Act, Tea Act, Intolerable Acts) and the ensuing colonial reaction.

7. Students will analyze how British military action led to colonial resistance and to later Constitutional protections against military actions against the American people. 

Subunit 3 Outcomes: The American Revolution

8. Students will be able to list the chronology of events, which precipitated the firing of the first shots in the American Revolution.

9. Students will explain what role the Second Continental Congress played in helping to guide the country through the Revolutionary War.

10. Students will be able to cite significant passages from the Declaration of Independence including: what natural rights all men have, the purpose of government, the rights of the people under a government, and various grievances against the king of England.

11. Students will be able to explain the structure of the US government under the Articles of Confederation.

Subunit 4 Outcomes: The Constitutional Convention

12. Students will be able to cite the weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation including: the lack of the power to tax, inability to pass amendments, the lack of an executive officer, and the failure to keep order (Shay’s Rebellion).

13. Students will be able to explain how the weakness of the Articles led to various calls for change.

14. Students will be able to compare and contrast the Virginia Plan and the New Jersey Plan.

15. Students will analyze how the competing New Jersey and Virginia Plans led to various compromises including the Great Compromise.

16. Students will be able to cite the viewpoints of the Federalists and Anti-Federalists.

Subunit 5 Outcomes: The Articles of the Constitution

17. Students will cite the purpose behind each Article of the Constitution.

18. Students will explain how various powers are divided among the three branches of the Federal government.

19. Students will define: the Supremacy Clause, Full Faith and Credit Clause, and Privileges and Immunities Clause.

20. Students will list the various ways the Constitution can be formally amended.

Subunit 6 Outcomes: The Amendments

21. Students will cite the various protections under the Bill of Rights, including: Free Speech, Protection from unreasonable search and seizure, the rights of those accused of a crime, the right to privacy, and state’s rights.

22. Students will explain how voting rights have been extended to different groups over time.

23. Students will describe the importance of the 14th Amendment to all Americans.

