Evaluation Strategies


In order to assess the effectiveness of a unit various snapshots of student progress must be taken along the way. Naturally there are many ways to gauge the progress of students throughout the course of a unit, which lasts three or four weeks. One of the simplest forms of formative assessments would involve having students complete exit slip activities at the end of a lesson. This end of class assignment can be as simple as asking students to tell you two things they learned in that lesson and one thing that they are still confused about. A quick look at these exit slips will reveal what areas of a lesson cause the most confusion and require re-teaching. Another easy way to assess progress is through the use of Focused Free Writes, in which students are given a set period of time to write what they know about a topic. The more detailed the answer the more a student understands the topic. 


Other formative assessments at the teacher’s disposal would be the venerable pop quiz and your standard homework assignments. Additionally, much can be learned about a student’s comprehension of a topic by asking questions during class or listening to classroom discussions. Whatever method is used there are multiple ways to gather formative assessment information to help better prepare students for success. 


For this particular unit there are two summative evaluations that will be used. The first is the end of unit test designed by the classroom teacher. This test has been created based upon the information taught during the unit and the teacher can use the test results to target areas, which need to be taught in more depth. The second summative assessment is the AP US Government and Politics Exam that students will take at the end of the school year. According to the College Board the information covered in this unit will comprise anywhere from 5 to 15% of the questions on the AP Exam. (http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/ap/usgov/topics.html?usgovpol) 
