Statement of Purpose


The following curriculum design is necessary because Micro-Pine Level Elementary School is a part of a school district that has forged ahead, and is following the Common Core Curriculum Standards earlier than many school districts in the state of North Carolina.  The students who will be engaged in this unit on Animal Adaptations are nine, ten, and eleven-year-old fourth graders in a small, Title-I school in a rural county in North Carolina.  The unit will follow the North Carolina Standard Course of Study’s recently updated essential standard, which is based on the Common Core Curriculum.  The standard (4.L.1) states that students will “understand the effects of environmental changes, adaptations and behaviors that enable animals (including humans) to survive in changing habitats” (Essential Standards Support Tools, 2011).  This unit builds off of the previous learning the fourth graders gained while in third grade.  While in third grade, students learned how plants survived in their habitats (Essential Standards Support Tools, 2011).   This unit will deepen students’ understanding of the effects humans have on the environment, as well as how animals adapt in order to survive.  Overall, this unit will encourage students to be critical thinkers and problem solvers, while building a foundation of knowledge about animal adaptations.  

Within this curriculum design, special attention will be paid to ensuring that this unit will include opportunities for contextualized learning.  Whenever appropriate, this unit will provide students with an opportunity to learn about animals that can be found in North Carolina.  This is necessary, so that the teachers will help the students “relate subject matter content to real world situations” (Chiarelott, 2006, p. 5).  Furthermore, other aspects of contextualized learning will be included within this unit of study, such as problem-based learning and learning after being exposed to real-life situations, both of which are of the utmost importance, to ensure that learning is meaningful and relevant to the students’ lives (Chiarelott, 2006, p. 5).  All in all, this curriculum design is appropriate at this time, in order to delineate the best approaches to covering the new standards and learning goals brought about by the state of North Carolina.  Most importantly, this unit will ensure that the learning that will take place is relevant to the students at all times, and it will prepare them for future learning about humans and animals, and their interdependent relationship with the environment. 
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