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	The expansion and advancement of technology has greatly amplified the ability to communicate in ways that were mostly found in science-fiction films.  With the development of innovative modes of communication comes the need to be able to communicate effectively with people from around the world from foreign countries and cultures.  Students in the future are going to need the skills necessary to be successful in an ever-changing society and environment.  Because of this, students need to be exposed to opportunities that will provide them with experiences that will not only help them to develop the desired communication skills, but that will also provide them with real-life situations that they will encounter in the real world.  This new design will hopefully create a contextualized learning experience that “helps teachers relate subject matter content to real world situations” and will encourage “students to make connections between knowledge and its applications to their lives” (Chiarelott, 2006, p. 5).  Chiarelott (2006) clarifies that a curriculum should be contextualized “to provide a context for the content or the learning will be largely meaningless for the student” (p. 14).
[bookmark: _GoBack]	As the students begin their journey through learning a foreign language, they are exposed to other cultures and values.  The Ohio Foreign Language Academic Content Standards explain the importance of understanding other cultures through investigating their traditions, their celebrations, their behaviors and their attitudes and values.  This new curriculum design will give students these opportunities to change society’s outlook and preconceived stereotypes about certain people groups and cultures ("Academic content standards:," 2003).  Chiarelott (2006) states that the purpose of a contextualized curriculum, such as this proposed design, “is to change societal views, not to adapt to them” (p. 24).  Through this curriculum design, students will make their own comparisons of other languages and cultures and will develop an understanding of other cultures through personal participation in the target community.  Knowing oneself and being able to describe the character of others will also be explored as students learn to communicate in the target language.  
	The significance of this course is evident in its impact upon other disciplines and its effects upon student learning and achievement.  Bastian (1980) found that students who successfully complete two years of a foreign language consistently perform better on the SAT and ACT and other achievement tests as compared to students who have no foreign language study background.  Making connections to other disciplines, such as mathematics, social studies, language arts and art will provide the student’s with the well-rounded experiences needed in the future.   
When learning a foreign language, students cultivate their reading, listening, speaking and reading skills.  According to the National Education Association, children who are exposed to a second language demonstrate higher cognitive flexibility and show greater abilities to solving problems and possess higher order thinking skills ("The benefits of," 2007).  The purpose of this course is to provide an opportunity for students to not only further themselves academically, but socially as well.  A goal of this course is to assist students to obtain skills to be competitive in today’s global marketplace.  This course looks to mold students into adults that are tolerant and participants of other cultures.   
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