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Cicero said, "Within the character of the citizen lies the welfare of the nation." 
The importance of character education has moved off to the side as academic standards and standardized tests have become the most important component of the educational process. Today’s educational system and society is developing students who are excelling in academics, but lack the important traits of caring, honesty, responsibility, trustworthiness, respect, and how to handle emotions. 

The goal of character education is “To develop students socially, ethically, and academically by infusing character development into every aspect of the school culture and curriculum” (Haynes & Thomas, 2001).  Since the early 1990’s the federal government has embraced the idea of character education. They have developed grants to fund character education. Former First lady Laura Bush Stated “Reading and writing are not all we need to teach our children…. Respect and Responsibility are just as important”. Mrs. Bush continued with “we need to teach our children to be responsible citizens who have good values and ethics”.  

When character education is implemented there are multiple benefits that schools will see. The benefits will depend upon the level of implementation. Most schools will see an increase in attendance rates, an increase in graduation rates, and disciplinary referrals and actions will decrease. Teachers and parents will see an overall difference in work ethic and responsibility. 
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