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Why teach character education? What difference will it make?  These questions are ones that pop up when the subject of character education is brought up. Many teachers feel that there are many other more important things to teach, there is not enough time to spend on character education. That is why the assessment and evaluation part of this will be essential. It will need to produce data to prove to some teachers that character education is important and does affect our students.

For this unit there will be a pre-test. The pretest will be used to determine what the student’s knowledge level is of the character traits. It is important for them to understand that there is so much to be learned through this unit. This assessment will be a paper/ pencil test asking students to write the definitions of the traits, list qualities for each character, and using essay questions demonstrate their knowledge of the traits we will be learning about. There will also be data collected from the principal showing the attendance patterns and discipline referrals prior to the teaching of the unit.

Once the unit is completed, another formative assessment will be given. This assessment will use essay questions, multiple choice questions, and will use day-to-day situations with “what if” questions. This will help them to be prepared for situations that may occur in the future. A few weeks after the completion of the unit, the data from attendance and disciplinary referrals will once again be collected and compared to the pre-unit data. 

Evaluation of this unit will also include a survey to be filled out by students and teachers. This will help to measure observable conduct of the students. 

