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Literature Circle Roles
Ring Master: The student in this role directs the group discussions. The Ring Master makes sure that everyone has an opportunity to share, discussions remain on target, and group members treat each other with respect as they work together. This student should come to Lit Circles with a page of notes and questions that he or she has prepared based on the pages assigned.  

Passage Master: The Passage Master will summarize the key points of the reading to make sure the group understands the main idea.  This student also helps the group recall earlier reading assignments for a selection.

Sketcher: The Sketcher captures the meaning of a passage or the entire selection in a visual form that can range from a stick-figure cartoon to a charcoal drawing. The emphasis is not on the Sketcher’s artistic skills, but on the image or concept he or she shares.

Literary Luminary: This student helps group members examine AT LEAST two or three passages from the selection that deserve a closer look. Read these passages out loud for the group discussion. For example, one passage might be puzzling, while another might be disturbing or memorable for some reason. A creative way to handle this role would be to team up with the Sketcher and help explain one of the passages they have selected. 

New Historicist: A New Historicist is one who believes that a literary work (i.e. our novel) should be seen as a product or direct reflection of the time period. They believe that the events of a time shaped the course of the writing and that a piece should not be forced to stand on its own.  The person who takes this role will be asked to study the novel for its historical context.  Clothing, events, and even people/places are a good indication of the shaping of a novel.  

Travel Tracer: This student researches and shares information about how the physical and cultural settings affect the selection’s characters or conflict.  The setting of our novel shifts at various points, so this should be interesting to see how it has impacted our story.  The Travel Tracer could work closely with the New Historicist to come up with creative ideas.  

Vocab Enhancer: This student focuses on (at least 8) unfamiliar words or words used in unusual ways. In order to fill this role you must think “outside” of yourself. There may be words that you understand, but your classmates may find strange or difficult. The goal is to help group members not only recognize and understand new words, but also begin to use them in their writing and speaking. WORDS MUST BE SCHOOL APPROPRIATE!

Metaphor Master: This novel is full of symbolism/metaphors, as well as themes. The Metaphor Master will guide each group member in the understanding of metaphors and/or themes throughout the novel. The Metaphor Master also compares events with the same theme and makes connections between a theme, a selection, and students’ own lives.
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Character Captain: This student is responsible for revealing specific personality traits of the character(s) within the novel. This means he/she will find examples in the assigned reading of behaviors/actions that help group members to know the character(s).  He/she will assist group members in filling out character charts.

