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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE
           In the Diocese of Cleveland schools, science is taught in third grade over the course of the entire school year.  In our diocese we follow something called a Graded Course of Study, or GCS.  Our GCS is the curriculum the Office of Catholic Education in our diocese writes that directly coincides with the state and common core standards.    As suggested in the state common core website (2010), meeting these standards with the students, parents and teachers all on the same page and working together for shared goals, we can ensure that students make progress each year and graduate from school prepared to succeed in college and in a modern workforce.  
        Being in the Catholic Diocese does not dismiss us from having an obligation to meet the standards that are set forth in the public system.  We not only meet the standards but add the main GCS component of very extensive interweaving of each subject area and our religious beliefs.  In the case of science, it is a priority to teach these children to value and respect life and earth.  In our view, it is a primary human responsibility to do so.  “There is a solidarity among all creatures arising from the fact that all have the same Creator and are all ordered to (God’s) glory” (Catechism #344).  
        Life Science is one of four strands of science in our graded course of study.  The other three strands include Scientific Inquiry, Earth and Space Sciences, and Physical Sciences.  In the area of Life Sciences, I believe it is important for the students to be required to demonstrate an understanding of how living organisms function and how they interact within the ecosystem.         This course is designed to introduce the third graders to the actual basis of life, the life cycles of living things, the structure and behavior patterns of organisms and their ability to survive, as well as how living things obtain and use energy.  All of these teachings will encourage their understanding of not only the world around them, but of themselves as well.
        Moreover, this curriculum will educate the children on how we can come to appreciate and know the natural world and our place in it.   All students need to know this so they will be more inclined to take care of our world.  Societal needs are met by creating citizens who can make choices and take responsibility for their actions (Chiarelott, 2006). With the declining state of our environment over the past several decades, it is a known fact that this should be one of our main priorities as educated and responsible citizens of the United States.
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