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SEQUENCING RATIONALE

I have sequenced my life science third grade curriculum using the Concept Related sequencing pattern, specifically focusing on class relations.  I have found that many of the concepts in this unit can be grouped according to class relations because they have similar criteria within a category.  I use many graphic organizers in my teaching.  Some are pre-made, and others are those that the children create on their own using  Kidspiration.  These tools help to make groupings of this sort much easier to manipulate and visualize for the children.    

My first heredity sub-unit will involve cells.  I suppose this is also concept related, but focusing more on the logical prerequisite pattern because I do believe in starting  from the most basic and moving up to the more complex.  We don’t get much more basic than studying cells in the third grade.  In this unit I will focus on plant and animal cell components.

My second heredity sub-unit will involve life cycles.  I will concentrate on the sequence of birth, adulthood, reproduction, and death of animals.  I will then move on to the complete and incomplete metamorphosis of animals, namely insects.    I think that this makes sense because we will be moving on from recognizing that all living things are made up of cells, but will then move on to study the processes they go through in their time here on Earth.

I will then move on to my first sub-unit in Diversity and Interdependence of Life.  I would like to begin with animal classification.   The children are very interested in this, and like to see where they “fit” in the grand scheme of things.  I will help them to be able to classify animals into vertebrate and invertebrate groups, being sure they are able to relate them based on the criteria within their categories as mentioned earlier.  I do not need to go as far into plant classification, but will touch on the subject focusing on how they produce seeds and their other basic identifying characteristics.

My second sub-unit in Diversity and Interdependence of Life focuses on the survival functions of plants and animals.  It only makes sense to me to conclude my life science unit with a study of how these wonderful creatures we had studied actually make it in the world that we know and love.  I will focus on plant and animal needs for survival, their adaptations, and the food chain that exists, being careful not to leave out the importance of the Sun being the essential first link in any food chain.  I will touch on the concept of food webs, but will not go much further into that, for I know it is stressed more in the next grade.

Moving through my units using the concept related sequencing pattern with a focus on  class relations and logical prerequisites will be extremely beneficial for the students because it is clear that the information can be organized easily and effectively in this way.  I look forward to helping my students to explore the world around us and our place in it while following this sequence rationale. 
