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When assessing my student’s knowledge while working through the Common Core State Math Standards for Grade1 I would use both formative and summative assessments. The use of formative assessments is important because it gives the teacher a clear picture of which students are grasping the concepts and which students may be struggling. Some formative assessments I would put into place would be math journaling, observations while the students are working through their math problems, leading a simple discussion on the concept being taught to check for understanding and working on individual white boards. 

The math journaling would help me see how the students are working through the story problems and data analysis questions. If I can understand how they are working through the problems to solve them it may be easier for me to observe the areas in which they may be struggling. 

Informal observations while the students are working independently or in groups would also help me check for understanding. If I observe a student is struggling I could help them work through the problem immediately and help with any misconceptions I see them having. This would lead to a better understanding from the student because the confusion would not continue until the summative assessments were given and they student was even more confused.  
A teacher lead discussion on the topics presented in this unit would be a daily occurrence in a first grade classroom. Simply presenting the topic we would be covering on a particular day would lead to class discussion on the student’s prior knowledge. This would help me see what the students already know about the concept and how in depth I need to be. If the students have a solid understanding of place value, we could move on and begin to add and subtract two-digit numbers. 


The use of individual white boards as a formative assessment tool would also be beneficial in checking student’s prior knowledge. Presenting the class with a few practice “warm-up” problems and scanning the room for correct answers and/or mistakes would help me see which students need more or less assistance. 


After we have covered a concept I would present the students with a summative assessment. These would be written assessments to check for understanding on the concept being graded. In first grade students are expected to become fluent in their single-digit math facts, a fact assessment would also be used. Summative assessments allow me gauge how each student understands the concepts presented individually. Formative assessments are more helpful for teachers because they allow you to structure your lessons according to your student’s strengths and/or misconceptions. 
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