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When deciding to use the new Common Core State Standards for Grade One Math as my curriculum focus the sequencing for the unit was very user friendly because of the way the standards, domains and clusters are presented.  I would begin the unit with the first standard, operations and algebraic thinking. This would build on the skills the first grade students would have acquired in Kindergarten, where they learned the basics of adding and subtracting within 10. In first grade I would begin the unit with lessons reviewing adding and subtracting within 10, and build from there to adding and subtracting within 20. The students will continue to become fluent in the single digit math facts, which will help them become better at adding and subtracting, one-digit and eventually two-digit whole numbers. It is important for the students to begin with addition and subtraction because this standard also asks them to begin to problem solve by finding an unknown number in an addition or subtraction problem (6 + __= 12 or 14 – 7 = __).

I would move from there to the second standard, numbers and operations in base 10. Once the students have mastered one-digit addition number sentences they will have the skills to move to two-digit addition. The students would need to have a clear understanding of a two-digit number having a tens and ones place to be successful with the concepts presented in this standard. This skill also builds on what the students will have learned in Kindergarten where the students worked with numbers 11-19 to begin to understand place value. Next, we would use what the students have learned about place value and begin to mentally add and subtract 10 to a number. The students should also begin to compare two two-digit numbers using comparison symbols <, = and >.

From there we would move to the third standard, measurement and data. The students can use what they have learned while working with numbers and apply it to measurement, writing and telling time to the hour and half-hour and representing and interpreting data. In Kindergarten the students were able to classify objects into given categories. The first grade standard goes beyond that by expecting the students to “organize, represent, and interpret data with up to three categories; ask and answer questions about the total number of data points, how many in each category, and how many more or less are in one category than in another”.

Finally, we would work through the fourth standard, geometry. In Kindergarten the students were asked to analyze and compare two and three dimensional shapes. This standard moves from simply analyzing and comparing the shapes to the ability to compose two and three dimensional shapes on their own. The students could use the problem solving techniques they have learned in the previous standards to learn to create these two and three dimensional shapes. First grade students should also be able to divide a circle and a rectangle in halves and fourths. Here the students will use what they have previously learned about shapes to break each shape into two and four equal parts. 
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