Historiography Teaching Strategy
	Your Name:  Erica Jacobs and Cathy Bowman  
	Grade Level: 6th 

	Lesson Topic:
  Using Historiography to Analyze the Holocaust 
	


Essential Question(s)
	· The Holocaust was a forced movement and extermination of subordinate races in the Eastern Hemisphere.  What are the different perspectives, biases, and interpretations of the Holocaust?



Prior Knowledge and Lesson Summary
	· For the past week, students have been learning about the Holocaust.  In our World Religions unit, the students learned about all the world’s religions, including Judaism.  Currently, in English, they are reading The Diary of Anne Frank, which is a great age-appropriate representation of the Holocaust.  In Social Studies, the students have already explored how the Holocaust began after centuries of ingrained anti-Judaism, which led to racial anti-Semitism and Hitler’s desire to eliminate all Jews.  Before students viewed any age-appropriate Holocaust videos, a parent signature was required.  In today’s lesson the students will be exploring how different resources (textbooks/websites) can give different interpretations of the Holocaust.  The students will realize that the way history has been written influences the way we perceive historical events, such as the Holocaust.  They will actually see that historiographical resources are built upon interpretation, bias, and perspective.  In today’s activity, students will learn that some researchers believe that the Holocaust never existed and others believe that the Holocaust was a devastating part of history that everyone should be aware of.  In small groups, students will be required to find four resources for each perspective.  Finally, after this activity, the students will individually determine what their perspective is of the Holocaust and why.  


Standards, Content Statements, Objectives

	Strands, Topics, and Content Statements:
· (Grade 6) Theme: Regions and People of the Eastern Hemisphere
· Strand: Geography
· Topic: Human Systems: Human systems represent the settlement and structures created by people on Earth’s surface.  The growth, distribution and movements of people are driving forces behind human and physical events.  Geographers study patterns in cultures and the changes that result from human processes, migrations and the diffusion of new cultural traits.
· Content Statement #7: Political, environmental, social and economic factors cause people, products and ideas to move from place to place in the Eastern Hemisphere in the past and today.
Objectives:
Students will be able to…
· Analyze the different perspectives and biases conveyed within historical resources that focus on the Holocaust.

· Determine their own interpretation of the Holocaust after researching both perspectives of the Holocaust.



Resources

	· Resources suggested to students:
· http://www.ushmm.org/
· http://www.holocaustsurvivors.org/
· http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/holo.html
· http://www.biblebelievers.org.au/wasthere.htm
· http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/worldwars/genocide/deniers_01.shtml
· http://www.examiner.com/article/nevada-teacher-who-told-students-holocaust-didn-t-happen-gets-new-job-rather-than-fired
· http://www.martinfrost.ws/htmlfiles/holocaust_denial.html
· Scrap paper (1 per student)
· Computer Lab (each pair of students must have one computer)

· Suggested resources worksheet (one per group)

· Research chart (one per student) All students must fill out this chart!
· 3-2-1 Exit Slip (one per student)


Procedures  

	Introduction to Lesson
· Today we will talk about how historical resources are driven by perspective, interpretation, and bias.
· On a blank sheet of paper, students will write down something they really like (favorite food, celebrity, historical event etc.)  Then, I will tell them that we are going to pretend that we each are going to research and present information on our “favorite” thing.  Next, I will ask, “do you think we would find more positive information or negative information?”  After discussion, students will come to realize that because they “like” the topic they are researching, they will more likely find information that supports it, instead of information that is against it.  This conversation will lead into the term “bias.”  Our biases toward different topics will affect our research.  
· For example, if a student chose a topic they are interested in, like Justin Bieber, they will be biased when it comes to the research.  More likely they will find information in support of Justin, rather than information that perceives him as a negative character.
· Next, we will move our conversation to historical research.  Students will discuss that history is all through perception, including the Holocaust.  
· After students have a firm idea of historical interpretations and biases, students will conduct a research about the Holocaust.
Lesson
DIFFERENTIATION:

· In today’s activity, students will first pair up into heterogeneous groups of two.  I will focus on grouping students with mixed abilities.  
· Students will learn that some researchers believe that the Holocaust never existed and others believe that the Holocaust was a devastating part of history that everyone should be aware of.  Each group will be required to find four resources from each perspective.  
· Before students begin their research on the computer, I will pass out a document with suggested resources (In previous lessons students learned about finding reliable resources on the web).  Also, students will be able to search their own websites, as long as they are credible.  (Each of the recommended resources are listed under the resources section of this lesson plan).  
ASSESSMENT:

· Also, students will be given a chart to document the eight websites they found and the perspectives that were conveyed after reading them (attached).  Also, as students are researching different resources, I will be walking around the classroom and assessing student involvement and understanding.
Closure to Lesson and Assessment:              
· Five minutes before the period ends, the students will turn in their charts (even if they are unfinished) and return to their desks.  
· Even if students aren’t finished, I will be able to assess their understanding.  At this point, students should have almost all resources documented and a description of the source’s perspective.
· Each student will receive a 3-2-1 Slip.  They will list:

· Three things they learned today;
· Two things they want to learn more about;

· One question they have

· Students probably won’t finish the research portion of this assignment.  Tomorrow, the students will individually determine what their perspective is of the Holocaust and why.  They will take into consideration all their research.
· This will require higher-order thinking for students to gather information from all of the resources and then develop their own sense of opinion/perspective. 
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	URL
	Perspective/Interpretation of this resource
	Do you agree or disagree with this resource?

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


· Highlight in yellow, the “Resource Title(s)” that share the same views/perspectives as you.
· Explain in detail what these resources’ interpretation of the Holocaust was.  Did they believe the Holocaust existed or did they believe otherwise?
· Why do you share the same perspective?  Please provide concrete statements and evidence.  

· Do you feel that your interpretation of the Holocaust could be biased?  Why or why not?  

· Do you think all history is biased?

3-2-1 Slip
Name:








Date:

1.) What are 3 things you learned today?

2.) What are 2 things you want to learn more about that relates to the Holocaust?

3.) What is 1 question you have? (If you have more than one question, please feel free to ask!)
