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Essential Questions
	1.) How has the Indus Valley River Civilization affected the Eastern Hemisphere today?  Why should we be interested in the Indus Valley Culture?
2) How does the geography (location, environment, region, place), climate, and natural resources affect the way people lived and worked?  How does it affect the way people in the Eastern Hemisphere live and work today in?
3) Students will create their own essential questions throughout this unit.



Lesson Summary
	Summary:  In today’s lesson, students will access their prior knowledge on the 5 themes of geography through small group discuss and a chart.  The teacher will conduct a mini-lesson to review the themes using a song and webpage.  The students will get a general introduction to the Indus Valley River Civilization through a video.  While actively viewing the video, students will complete a chart listing specific information found in the video.



Standards, Indicators, Objectives

	Strands, Topics, and Content Statements:

(Grade 6) Strand- History
· Topic: Early Civilizations:  The eight features of civilizations include cities, well-organized central governments, complex religions, job specialization, social classes, arts and architecture, public works and writing. Early peoples developed unique civilizations. Several civilizations established empires with legacies influencing later peoples. 
· Content Statement: (#2) Early civilizations (India, Egypt, China and Mesopotamia) with unique governments, economic systems, social structures, religions, technologies and agricultural practices and products flourished as a result of favorable geographic characteristics. The cultural practices and products of these early civilizations can be used to help understand the Eastern Hemisphere today. 
 (Grade 6) Strand- Geography

· Topic: Places and Regions- A place is a location having distinctive characteristics, which give it meaning and character and distinguish it from other locations. A region is an area with one or more common characteristics, which give it a measure of homogeneity and make it different from surrounding areas. Regions and places are human constructs.
· Content Statement: (#5) Regions can be determined, classified and compared using various criteria (e.g., landform, climate, population, cultural, economic).
· Topic: Human Systems
Human systems represent the settlement and structures created by people on Earth’s surface. The growth, distribution and movements of people are driving forces behind human and physical events. Geographers study patterns in cultures and the changes that result from human processes, migrations and the diffusion of new cultural traits.
· Content Statement(s):
(#6) Variations among physical environments within the Eastern Hemisphere influence human activities. Human activities also alter the physical environment.
(#7) Political, environmental, social and economic factors cause people, products and ideas to move from place to place in the Eastern Hemisphere in the past and today.
Objectives:
Students will be able to…
· Identify the 5 themes of geography using a chart, small and large group discussions, video, and webpage. 

· Have a general understanding of the Indus Valley river civilization and be able to make general connections to that civilization and the geography themes using a video, chart and small and large group discussion.


Resources

	· SmartBoard projector and software
· Internet access

· PowerPoint slide

· 5 Themes of Geography chart (one per student)
· Video Chart (one per student)
· Pencil

· http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AIqC79WrpKg 5 Themes of Geography song

· http://geography.mrdonn.org/5themes-definitions.html
· http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eL7wDzBpOho&feature=related


Procedures  

	Introduction to Lesson                                                   
- Displayed on the SmartBoard will be the “What Will I Learn Today?” slide.
-You will…
1) Access prior knowledge of the 5 themes of geography

2) Complete a chart with that information and share with a partner

3) Review the 5 themes of geography through website and music video 

4) Be introduced to the Indus Valley River Civilization

Lesson

· The teacher will begin the lesson by asking what the students remember about the 5 themes of geography
· Students will be given a chart to fill out with any prior knowledge they have of those themes
· Once finished completing chart, students will turn to a partner (sitting near them) to discuss the information on their charts
· As a class, students will share some ideas about their prior knowledge
· The teacher will lead a lesson reviewing the geography themes using the following websites:
· This video is a music video reviewing the 5 Themes http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AIqC79WrpKg
· This is a webpage with written information about the 5 Themes http://geography.mrdonn.org/5themes-definitions.html
· A small group and class discussion will take place after this review. The class will come up with their own definition for the 5 Themes of geography.  The teacher will create a chart on the SmartBoard of information discussed in class.
· The students will then be introduced to the Indus Valley River Civilization through a video (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eL7wDzBpOho&feature=related
· During the video, students will be completing a chart listing at least two important ideas about the culture/video, two interesting, and two examples of a connection between the video and the geography themes.
· Students will get into small groups to discuss what they wrote down.  There will be a class discussion that wraps everything up for the day.
ASSESSMENT: Students will complete two informal assessments.  

1) One assessment will be accessing their prior knowledge on the geography themes.  They will do this by completing a chart with information they know.  Students will keep this chart and add to it at the end of the unit.

2) Another assessment will be a chart the students will complete while actively watching a video on the Indus Valley river civilization.  The information on the chart will show that students have a general understanding of the Indus Valley civilization.
Closure to Lesson                                                            
· Students will take time sharing some of the information on their charts from the video, noting interesting information from the video, connection, and what they would like to learn in their upcoming research.
Differentiation

· Content is presented through visual and auditory devices which allows student to access the curriculum in a variety of ways. 
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