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Expectations for Learning

	Students will understand that a dictatorship is a ruler or small group has absolute power over the people, often through force. Students should recognize that actual systems of government are not always easily categorized and can be misrepresented. 


Lesson Summary / Rationale

	In this lesson, students will watch a short documentary about the Democratic People’s Republic of North Korea. The students will discover what make a dictatorship different from democracy and life in the United States. Students also analyze supplemental resources to draw conclusions about dictatorships. 


Ohio Academic Content Standard

	Government Content Statement #10:  Governments can be categorized as monarchies, theocracies, dictatorships, or democracies, but categories may overlap and labels may not accurately represent how governments function. The extent of citizens’ liberties and responsibilities varies according to limits on governmental authority. 


Resources

	1. Video #1: http
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2. Video #2: http

HYPERLINK "http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/blogpost/post/kim-jong-il-funeral-in-north-korea-a-theatrical-affair-video/2011/12/28/gIQAr8FHMP_blog.html"://
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5. Venn Diagram to compare democracy and dictatorship




Procedures 

	I. Readiness/Motivation for Lesson:  Allotted Time:  5 minutes
Students will enter the classroom and teacher will give directions for the students to follow such as: “Put your finger on your nose”, “Raise your hand”, etc. All students will follow what is said and if they do not comply will be called upon. This will give students an introduction to what a dictatorship feels like through a series of ridiculous demands and no freedoms. Follow up with a discussion on how they felt about the demands. 

II.  Lesson Focus:  Allotted Time: 40 minutes

Students will watch Video #1 about government and life in North Korea. Students will pair up and complete a Venn diagram showing similarities and differences between dictatorship and democracy. Photographs with captions about North Korea will be placed around the room for students to discover ideas to be placed in their Venn diagrams. As a class, students will share their findings as the teacher fills out a class Venn diagram on the smartboard. 

III.  Closure to Lesson:  Allotted Time:  15 minutes

In closing, students will watch Video #2 and discuss their thoughts on why the citizens of North Korea reacted mournfully when their dictator died. Discuss your feelings about dictatorship versus what is seen in the video. Is there a contradiction?  Be sure to point out how the North Korean government uses the media to misrepresent their policies.

IV.  Assessment:
Students will be assessed through the outcome of their cooperative groupwork.  A successful partnership will have completed the Venn diagram, and valid verbal contributions during the whole group discussion. Partners will also be assessed on their ability to work cooperatively.

V.  Differentiation

Groups will be divided utilizing peer models.

Struggling students can be provided with a list of questions to guide their thinking.

An extension would be for students to discuss what challenges and changes need to be made to North Korea to improve its way of life. 

VI. Assignment

Students will be given a comic strip to analyze what type of government South Korea follows. They will write a paragraph explaining what clues from the comic supports their thinking. 

 


