Location of Mesopotamia
	Your Name:
Kelly Martin and Natalie Weitz
	Grade Level:  

6th Grade

	Lesson Topic:
Roles and Systems of Government
	

	Time: 60 minutes
	Date:  Day 1


Expectations for Learning

	Students will understand how favorable geographic characteristics, including location in protected river valleys, promoted the growth of early civilizations. River valleys provided a water source or sources for drinking and irrigation, availability of wild animals and plants, a means of transportation, protection from invasions, and access to natural resources.


Lesson Summary / Rationale

	In this lesson, students will watch an introductory video to Mesopotamia to gain background knowledge on the civilization. They will also use maps of the given regions, discuss geographic characteristics of the regions and hypothesize how those characteristics may have contributed to the growth of this early civilization.


Ohio Academic Content Standard

	History Content Statement #2:  Early civilizations (India, Egypt, China and Mesopotamia) with unique governments, economic systems, social structures, religions, technologies and agricultural practices and products flourished as a result of favorable geographic characteristics. The cultural practices and products of these early civilizations can be used to help understand the Eastern Hemisphere today.


Resources

	1. Brainpop Video: 

HYPERLINK "http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/national-geographic-channel/shows/explorer-1/ngc-north-korea/"http

HYPERLINK "http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/national-geographic-channel/shows/explorer-1/ngc-north-korea/"://

HYPERLINK "http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/national-geographic-channel/shows/explorer-1/ngc-north-korea/"www

HYPERLINK "http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/national-geographic-channel/shows/explorer-1/ngc-north-korea/".

HYPERLINK "http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/national-geographic-channel/shows/explorer-1/ngc-north-korea/"brainpop

HYPERLINK "http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/national-geographic-channel/shows/explorer-1/ngc-north-korea/".

HYPERLINK "http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/national-geographic-channel/shows/explorer-1/ngc-north-korea/"com

HYPERLINK "http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/national-geographic-channel/shows/explorer-1/ngc-north-korea/"/

HYPERLINK "http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/national-geographic-channel/shows/explorer-1/ngc-north-korea/"socialstudies

HYPERLINK "http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/national-geographic-channel/shows/explorer-1/ngc-north-korea/"/

HYPERLINK "http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/national-geographic-channel/shows/explorer-1/ngc-north-korea/"worldhistory

HYPERLINK "http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/national-geographic-channel/shows/explorer-1/ngc-north-korea/"/

HYPERLINK "http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/national-geographic-channel/shows/explorer-1/ngc-north-korea/"sumerians

HYPERLINK "http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/national-geographic-channel/shows/explorer-1/ngc-north-korea/"/

HYPERLINK "http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/national-geographic-channel/shows/explorer-1/ngc-north-korea/"qanda

HYPERLINK "http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/national-geographic-channel/shows/explorer-1/ngc-north-korea/"_

HYPERLINK "http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/national-geographic-channel/shows/explorer-1/ngc-north-korea/"popup

HYPERLINK "http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/national-geographic-channel/shows/explorer-1/ngc-north-korea/".

HYPERLINK "http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/national-geographic-channel/shows/explorer-1/ngc-north-korea/"weml

HYPERLINK "http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/national-geographic-channel/shows/explorer-1/ngc-north-korea/"?

HYPERLINK "http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/national-geographic-channel/shows/explorer-1/ngc-north-korea/"qanda

HYPERLINK "http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/national-geographic-channel/shows/explorer-1/ngc-north-korea/"_

HYPERLINK "http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/national-geographic-channel/shows/explorer-1/ngc-north-korea/"id

HYPERLINK "http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/national-geographic-channel/shows/explorer-1/ngc-north-korea/"=6706&

HYPERLINK "http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/national-geographic-channel/shows/explorer-1/ngc-north-korea/"category

HYPERLINK "http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/national-geographic-channel/shows/explorer-1/ngc-north-korea/"_

HYPERLINK "http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/national-geographic-channel/shows/explorer-1/ngc-north-korea/"safe

HYPERLINK "http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/national-geographic-channel/shows/explorer-1/ngc-north-korea/"_

HYPERLINK "http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/national-geographic-channel/shows/explorer-1/ngc-north-korea/"name

HYPERLINK "http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/national-geographic-channel/shows/explorer-1/ngc-north-korea/"=

HYPERLINK "http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/national-geographic-channel/shows/explorer-1/ngc-north-korea/"socialstudies
2. Brainpop Activity Worksheet

3. Map of Mesopotamia

4. World Map

5. Planters with 3 types of soil (rocky, sandy, fertile)

6. Seeds of corn (3 seeds)

7. Read Aloud Book - My Nine Lives by Clio
Priceman, M., Kaye, R., & Abravanel, W. (1999). My Nine Lives by Clio. New York, NY: Spoken Arts.

8. Social Studies journal


Procedures

	I. Readiness/Motivation for Lesson:  Allotted Time:  10 minutes
Ask students if they have ever heard or visited the land of Mesopotamia. Ask any students if they think they can spell it! Write the word on the board after a few students try. Explain to the students that today they will be learning about the first civilization in the world. 

II.  Lesson Focus:  Allotted Time: 40 minutes

Students will watch Brainpop video to gain background knowledge on Mesopotamia. Ask students if they can remember where the video said Mesopotamia is located. Discuss the what they know about present day Iraq.

Hand out the Brainpop Activity page. Give the students 10 minutes to fill in the information they remember from the video. Go over the answers together as a class. 

Hand out the maps for students to find Mesopotamia on the map. Then have the students find where Iraq is located. Discuss the geographic features they see on the map. The most important fact about Mesopotamia is that it is located in the Fertile Crescent. Show students the rivers on the map and how it is “the land between two rivers” in the shape of a crescent moon. 

In the front of the class, show three planters with soil in each planter (rocky soil, sandy soil, and fertile soil). Plant a seed of corn in each of the planters. Explain how the type of soil the Mesopotamians had is what made the civilization so successful. Water the planters daily and watch the results. The results should be that the corn grows best in the fertile soil versus the other soils. 

III.  Closure to Lesson:  Allotted Time:  10 minutes

In closing, read aloud My Nine Lives by Clio to the class. The book is about a cat that lived in Mesopotamia and shares his story of what he saw there. 

IV.  Assessment:
Students will be assessed through completion of the activity page and through participation in the class discussion. 

V.  Differentiation

One-on-one assistance or peer tutoring will be available for any struggling students.

Extension activity will be for students to write a paragraph on the back of their activity paper of what they think life in Mesopotamia will be like. 

VI. Assignment

Students will write a paragraph in their social studies journal reflecting upon the important contributions the Mesopotamians made to society utilizing their geographical location. They will also write a paragraph on what they think life would be like without their contributions to society. This is in preparation for their final unit project. 


Code of Hammurabi

Place

	Your Name:
Kelly Martin and Natalie Weitz
	Grade Level:  

6th Grade

	Lesson Topic:
Early Civilizations
	

	Time: 60 minutes
	Date:  Day 2


Expectations for Learning

	Students will be able to describe the governmental law system of ancient Mesopotamia (Babylon) and its enduring influence in the world today.


Lesson Summary / Rationale

	In this lesson, students will learn about the Code of Hammurabi.  By participating in a dramatic interpretation of its creation, students will be able to understand why it was created and how the laws were used.  Students will be able to make the connection between this set of laws and the laws that we and many other societies have today.


Ohio Academic Content Standard

	History Content Statement #2:  Early civilizations with unique governments, economic systems, social structures, religions, technologies, and agricultural practices and products flourished as a result of favorable geographic characteristics.  The cultural practices and products of these early civilizations can be used to help understand the Eastern Hemisphere today.


Resources

	· Student handbook/school code of conduct (at least 1 per pair of students)

· Script

HYPERLINK "http://socialstudies.com/c/%405nR.ui9.NU3JM/Pages/article.html?article@JWW951A+af@donn": 

HYPERLINK "http://socialstudies.com/c/%405nR.ui9.NU3JM/Pages/article.html?article@JWW951A+af@donn"Hammurabi

HYPERLINK "http://socialstudies.com/c/%405nR.ui9.NU3JM/Pages/article.html?article@JWW951A+af@donn" 

HYPERLINK "http://socialstudies.com/c/%405nR.ui9.NU3JM/Pages/article.html?article@JWW951A+af@donn"and

HYPERLINK "http://socialstudies.com/c/%405nR.ui9.NU3JM/Pages/article.html?article@JWW951A+af@donn" 

HYPERLINK "http://socialstudies.com/c/%405nR.ui9.NU3JM/Pages/article.html?article@JWW951A+af@donn"His

HYPERLINK "http://socialstudies.com/c/%405nR.ui9.NU3JM/Pages/article.html?article@JWW951A+af@donn" 

HYPERLINK "http://socialstudies.com/c/%405nR.ui9.NU3JM/Pages/article.html?article@JWW951A+af@donn"Law

HYPERLINK "http://socialstudies.com/c/%405nR.ui9.NU3JM/Pages/article.html?article@JWW951A+af@donn" 

HYPERLINK "http://socialstudies.com/c/%405nR.ui9.NU3JM/Pages/article.html?article@JWW951A+af@donn"Code
· Image

HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&sa=X&rlz=1C1RNPN_enUS407US407&biw=1440&bih=799&tbm=isch&prmd=imvns&tbnid=pOTXQYP3wzMyYM:&imgrefurl=http://mysavior.info/article/414&docid=TTtC9An9d-tw2M&imgurl=http://mysavior.info/media/image_files/articles/code-of-hammurabi/stele.jpg&w=450&h=600&ei=dLESUPHUOsa-0QGMsoGIDg&zoom=1&iact=rc&dur=362&sig=115595336998658247082&page=2&tbnh=154&tbnw=116&start=41&ndsp=42&ved=1t:429,r:10,s:41,i:250&tx=58&ty=39" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&sa=X&rlz=1C1RNPN_enUS407US407&biw=1440&bih=799&tbm=isch&prmd=imvns&tbnid=pOTXQYP3wzMyYM:&imgrefurl=http://mysavior.info/article/414&docid=TTtC9An9d-tw2M&imgurl=http://mysavior.info/media/image_files/articles/code-of-hammurabi/stele.jpg&w=450&h=600&ei=dLESUPHUOsa-0QGMsoGIDg&zoom=1&iact=rc&dur=362&sig=115595336998658247082&page=2&tbnh=154&tbnw=116&start=41&ndsp=42&ved=1t:429,r:10,s:41,i:250&tx=58&ty=39"of

HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&sa=X&rlz=1C1RNPN_enUS407US407&biw=1440&bih=799&tbm=isch&prmd=imvns&tbnid=pOTXQYP3wzMyYM:&imgrefurl=http://mysavior.info/article/414&docid=TTtC9An9d-tw2M&imgurl=http://mysavior.info/media/image_files/articles/code-of-hammurabi/stele.jpg&w=450&h=600&ei=dLESUPHUOsa-0QGMsoGIDg&zoom=1&iact=rc&dur=362&sig=115595336998658247082&page=2&tbnh=154&tbnw=116&start=41&ndsp=42&ved=1t:429,r:10,s:41,i:250&tx=58&ty=39" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&sa=X&rlz=1C1RNPN_enUS407US407&biw=1440&bih=799&tbm=isch&prmd=imvns&tbnid=pOTXQYP3wzMyYM:&imgrefurl=http://mysavior.info/article/414&docid=TTtC9An9d-tw2M&imgurl=http://mysavior.info/media/image_files/articles/code-of-hammurabi/stele.jpg&w=450&h=600&ei=dLESUPHUOsa-0QGMsoGIDg&zoom=1&iact=rc&dur=362&sig=115595336998658247082&page=2&tbnh=154&tbnw=116&start=41&ndsp=42&ved=1t:429,r:10,s:41,i:250&tx=58&ty=39"Hammurabi

HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&sa=X&rlz=1C1RNPN_enUS407US407&biw=1440&bih=799&tbm=isch&prmd=imvns&tbnid=pOTXQYP3wzMyYM:&imgrefurl=http://mysavior.info/article/414&docid=TTtC9An9d-tw2M&imgurl=http://mysavior.info/media/image_files/articles/code-of-hammurabi/stele.jpg&w=450&h=600&ei=dLESUPHUOsa-0QGMsoGIDg&zoom=1&iact=rc&dur=362&sig=115595336998658247082&page=2&tbnh=154&tbnw=116&start=41&ndsp=42&ved=1t:429,r:10,s:41,i:250&tx=58&ty=39"’

HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&sa=X&rlz=1C1RNPN_enUS407US407&biw=1440&bih=799&tbm=isch&prmd=imvns&tbnid=pOTXQYP3wzMyYM:&imgrefurl=http://mysavior.info/article/414&docid=TTtC9An9d-tw2M&imgurl=http://mysavior.info/media/image_files/articles/code-of-hammurabi/stele.jpg&w=450&h=600&ei=dLESUPHUOsa-0QGMsoGIDg&zoom=1&iact=rc&dur=362&sig=115595336998658247082&page=2&tbnh=154&tbnw=116&start=41&ndsp=42&ved=1t:429,r:10,s:41,i:250&tx=58&ty=39"s

HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&sa=X&rlz=1C1RNPN_enUS407US407&biw=1440&bih=799&tbm=isch&prmd=imvns&tbnid=pOTXQYP3wzMyYM:&imgrefurl=http://mysavior.info/article/414&docid=TTtC9An9d-tw2M&imgurl=http://mysavior.info/media/image_files/articles/code-of-hammurabi/stele.jpg&w=450&h=600&ei=dLESUPHUOsa-0QGMsoGIDg&zoom=1&iact=rc&dur=362&sig=115595336998658247082&page=2&tbnh=154&tbnw=116&start=41&ndsp=42&ved=1t:429,r:10,s:41,i:250&tx=58&ty=39" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&sa=X&rlz=1C1RNPN_enUS407US407&biw=1440&bih=799&tbm=isch&prmd=imvns&tbnid=pOTXQYP3wzMyYM:&imgrefurl=http://mysavior.info/article/414&docid=TTtC9An9d-tw2M&imgurl=http://mysavior.info/media/image_files/articles/code-of-hammurabi/stele.jpg&w=450&h=600&ei=dLESUPHUOsa-0QGMsoGIDg&zoom=1&iact=rc&dur=362&sig=115595336998658247082&page=2&tbnh=154&tbnw=116&start=41&ndsp=42&ved=1t:429,r:10,s:41,i:250&tx=58&ty=39"Stele

HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&sa=X&rlz=1C1RNPN_enUS407US407&biw=1440&bih=799&tbm=isch&prmd=imvns&tbnid=pOTXQYP3wzMyYM:&imgrefurl=http://mysavior.info/article/414&docid=TTtC9An9d-tw2M&imgurl=http://mysavior.info/media/image_files/articles/code-of-hammurabi/stele.jpg&w=450&h=600&ei=dLESUPHUOsa-0QGMsoGIDg&zoom=1&iact=rc&dur=362&sig=115595336998658247082&page=2&tbnh=154&tbnw=116&start=41&ndsp=42&ved=1t:429,r:10,s:41,i:250&tx=58&ty=39" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&sa=X&rlz=1C1RNPN_enUS407US407&biw=1440&bih=799&tbm=isch&prmd=imvns&tbnid=pOTXQYP3wzMyYM:&imgrefurl=http://mysavior.info/article/414&docid=TTtC9An9d-tw2M&imgurl=http://mysavior.info/media/image_files/articles/code-of-hammurabi/stele.jpg&w=450&h=600&ei=dLESUPHUOsa-0QGMsoGIDg&zoom=1&iact=rc&dur=362&sig=115595336998658247082&page=2&tbnh=154&tbnw=116&start=41&ndsp=42&ved=1t:429,r:10,s:41,i:250&tx=58&ty=39"for

HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&sa=X&rlz=1C1RNPN_enUS407US407&biw=1440&bih=799&tbm=isch&prmd=imvns&tbnid=pOTXQYP3wzMyYM:&imgrefurl=http://mysavior.info/article/414&docid=TTtC9An9d-tw2M&imgurl=http://mysavior.info/media/image_files/articles/code-of-hammurabi/stele.jpg&w=450&h=600&ei=dLESUPHUOsa-0QGMsoGIDg&zoom=1&iact=rc&dur=362&sig=115595336998658247082&page=2&tbnh=154&tbnw=116&start=41&ndsp=42&ved=1t:429,r:10,s:41,i:250&tx=58&ty=39" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&sa=X&rlz=1C1RNPN_enUS407US407&biw=1440&bih=799&tbm=isch&prmd=imvns&tbnid=pOTXQYP3wzMyYM:&imgrefurl=http://mysavior.info/article/414&docid=TTtC9An9d-tw2M&imgurl=http://mysavior.info/media/image_files/articles/code-of-hammurabi/stele.jpg&w=450&h=600&ei=dLESUPHUOsa-0QGMsoGIDg&zoom=1&iact=rc&dur=362&sig=115595336998658247082&page=2&tbnh=154&tbnw=116&start=41&ndsp=42&ved=1t:429,r:10,s:41,i:250&tx=58&ty=39"SmartBoard
· Laws written on slips of paper chosen from Hammurabi

HYPERLINK "http://avalon.law.yale.edu/ancient/hamframe.asp"’

HYPERLINK "http://avalon.law.yale.edu/ancient/hamframe.asp"s

HYPERLINK "http://avalon.law.yale.edu/ancient/hamframe.asp" 

HYPERLINK "http://avalon.law.yale.edu/ancient/hamframe.asp"Code (1 per student)

· Social Studies journals (each student)




Procedures

	I. Readiness/Motivation for Lesson:  Allotted Time:  5 minutes
Have students vote on whether or not they think there should be a school code of conduct (set of rules).  Have a couple students from each side of the issue explain why they think this set of rules should/ should not exist.  Explain that today they will take a closer look at our school’s code of conduct and see if there are ways it is actually thousands of years old.

II.  Lesson Focus:  Allotted Time: 40 minutes

Students will take out their copy of the student code of conduct (Most districts have this as part of the student agenda.  If yours does not, have copies available for students).  Students will be working in pairs, so not every student needs a copy.  Students will scan the code of conduct and answer the following questions on a worksheet:

· Who do you think created this document?

· How do you think they decided on which rules to include?

· Choose one rule.  Write it here and tell what you think is the purpose behind that rule.

· Which rule(s) do you think are the most important? Why?

· What makes this document fair?

· What makes this document unfair?

· Who would like this document? Why?

· Who may not like this document? Why?

· Is it important that these rules be written down?  Why or why not?

After students have had time to answer the questions, bring the whole group back together.  Briefly discuss what they discovered.

Display the image of Hammurabi’s stele on the SmartBoard.  Explain that this was the “student handbook” for the Babylonians who lived under King Hammurabi in Mesopotamia around 1750 BC.  It was one of the first set of laws in history that were written down for people to follow.

Select students to participate in the dramatic play.  Hand out scripts and have these students “perform” for the class.  You may want to decide on these students the day before so they can read over the script at home before class so they feel more prepared.  After the dramatic presentation, discuss with students the similarities between the Babylonians need for a set of laws and our need for a code of conduct- that a sense of order is needed for the success of any society.

III.  Closure to Lesson:  Allotted Time:  15 minutes

Pass out one of Hammurabi’s laws to each student.  On the back of the slip of paper, they should write what the law means in today’s “language” (what makes sense to them, in their own words).  Have each student share their law with the class in their own words.  While students share, choose a few points to stop and ask if a law sounds familiar to a law we have today.

IV.  Assessment:
Students will be assessed through the outcome of their cooperative groupwork.  A successful partnership will have completed the worksheet questions and make valid verbal contributions during the whole group discussion. Partners will also be assessed on their ability to work cooperatively.  The assignment (described below) should clearly demonstrate that the student understands the underlying concept- that a code of laws is needed for any civilized society to peacefully exist and that we still use many of Hammurabi’s laws today.

V.  Differentiation

Partners will be established utilizing peer models.

Provide struggling students with an abbreviated version of the student code of conduct that will help them more clearly make connections to the questions being asked.

An extension would be for students to locate evidence of the class or school rules within the translated text of the Code of Hammurabi.

VI. Assignment

In their social studies journals, students will write letters to King Hammurabi either thanking him or criticizing him for creating his Code of Laws.  In the letter, students should emphasize how laws would be different today if he had not created his.  This entry will prepare students for the final unit project.


Sumerian City-States

Region

	Your Name:
Kelly Martin and Natalie Weitz
	Grade Level:  

6th Grade

	Lesson Topic:
Early Civilizations
	

	Time: 60 minutes
	Date:  Day 3


Expectations for Learning

	Students will understand the physical layout of a Sumerian city-state and be able to articulate ways in which this development has endured over time.


Lesson Summary / Rationale

	In this lesson, students will watch a short video clip describing the layout of a Sumerian city-state.  They will use building materials to recreate the city-state based on what they learned and use it to complete a Sumerian problem-solving chart.


Ohio Academic Content Standard

	History Content Statement #2:  Early civilizations with unique governments, economic systems, social structures, religions, technologies, and agricultural practices and products flourished as a result of favorable geographic characteristics.  The cultural practices and products of these early civilizations can be used to help understand the Eastern Hemisphere today.


Resources

	· Video: Development

HYPERLINK "http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=686D8A87-DB48-402F-8FBD-48D1E045BED7&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US" 

HYPERLINK "http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=686D8A87-DB48-402F-8FBD-48D1E045BED7&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US"of

HYPERLINK "http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=686D8A87-DB48-402F-8FBD-48D1E045BED7&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US" 

HYPERLINK "http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=686D8A87-DB48-402F-8FBD-48D1E045BED7&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US"the

HYPERLINK "http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=686D8A87-DB48-402F-8FBD-48D1E045BED7&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US" 

HYPERLINK "http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=686D8A87-DB48-402F-8FBD-48D1E045BED7&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US"Sumerian

HYPERLINK "http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=686D8A87-DB48-402F-8FBD-48D1E045BED7&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US" 

HYPERLINK "http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=686D8A87-DB48-402F-8FBD-48D1E045BED7&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US"City

HYPERLINK "http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=686D8A87-DB48-402F-8FBD-48D1E045BED7&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US"-

HYPERLINK "http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=686D8A87-DB48-402F-8FBD-48D1E045BED7&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US"State
· Ziploc bags containing the following materials (enough for students to work in pairs)

· 1 small piece of green felt

· 1 blue pipe cleaner

· 20 black legos 

· 5 brown legos

· 12  Monopoly houses

· 4 Monopoly hotels

· Sumerian Problem Solving Chart (per pair)

· Social Studies journal (per student)




Procedures
	I. Readiness/Motivation for Lesson:  Allotted Time:  10 minutes
Ask students to describe the center of their town to you.  As they give you details, draw a rough sketch of the town square on the SmartBoard.  Based on this sketch, have them help you make a list along the side of the board of the types of buildings located in most towns (i.e. shops, churches, homes, libraries, city hall, fire/police station etc.).  Explain that today we will take a look at the very first “towns” which were actually called city -states and located in ancient Mesopotamia (Sumer).

II.  Lesson Focus:  Allotted Time: 40 minutes

Split the class into partners.  Show the video “Development of the Sumerian City-State.”  Let students know ahead of time that they should pay particular attention to the layout of the city-state as they will be recreating it afterwards with their partner.  Distribute the ziploc bags filled with materials.  Have students quickly use the materials to create a Sumerian city-state on their desks.  Circulate the room so you can check each group’s work as they finish.  They should be able to describe the parts of their city-state to you.  Although the construction can be different and still correct, here is how many may use the materials set up their city-states:

· 1 small piece of green felt - farmland at outskirts of city

· 1 blue pipe cleaner- river outside of city wall

· 20 black legos - city wall

· 5 brown legos- Ziggurat

· 12  Monopoly houses - houses for shopkeepers and craftsmen, located beyond the Monopoly hotels

· 4 Monopoly hotels - houses for merchants and priests, located near base of Ziggurat

Once each student pair has showed you their layout and it is appropriate, give them a copy of the Sumerian problem-solving worksheet.  The worksheet should have problems listed in one column and blank boxes listed in the other for students to record solutions.  Students should be instructed to use what they know and see about the city-state to identify how its layout helped to solve Sumerian problems.  Problems should include:

· This land is very fertile!  We have more food than we can eat!

· solution: some citizens can be merchants or craftsmen instead of farmers

· Our livelihood depends on fertile land and good weather.  How will the Gods know that we appreciate what they do to help us?

· solution: We built a huge temple, or ziggurat, to honor them and pray.

· Neighboring city-states are invading us to take our supplies!

· solution: We built a wall around our city for protection.

· The population of our city-state is growing fast, but our city walls prevent our city from growing wider!

· solution: We built two story structures to house more people.

Once most pairings are finished, call the whole class back together to discuss the results.  It would be helpful to record correct answers on the board so students can make changes if their thinking was flawed during the activity.  

III.  Closure to Lesson:  Allotted Time:  10 minutes

Direct the class’s attention to the town square they helped you draw at the beginning of the lesson and the list of building types.  Determine as a class whether or not each type of building was present in the ancient city-states.  For modern buildings not represented in the city-states, discuss what is different about our world today that requires this type of building that made it unnecessary back then, or maybe what happened to encourage the later development of this type of building.  Also, have students think about and discuss any structures that were present in the city-state but not today...why do these differences exist?

IV.  Assessment:
Students will be assessed through the outcome of their cooperative groupwork.  A successful partnership will have appropriately developed their lego city-state and completed the problem-solving chart.  Students who understand will also be able to contribute appropriately to the closure discussion.  Review students’ journal entries described in the assignment below to check for understanding.

V.  Differentiation

Groups will be divided utilizing peer models.

A laptop can be set up for students to re-watch the video if they have trouble setting up their city-state from memory.

An extension would be for students to add more problems to the problem/solution chart based on what they saw in the video or know about the city-states.  They can share their ideas during the wrap-up discussion.

VI. Assignment

Students will add to their Mesopotamian journal entries by writing about how cities and towns would be different today without the influence of Mesopotamian “city planning.”  This assignment will prepare students for their final project.


Sumerian Technology

Human- Environment Interaction

	Your Name:
Kelly Martin and Natalie Weitz
	Grade Level:  

6th Grade

	Lesson Topic:
Early Civilizations
	

	Time: 60 minutes
	Date:  Day 4


Expectations for Learning

	Students will be able to describe technologies of ancient Mesopotamia and their 

their enduring influences in the world today.




Lesson Summary / Rationale

	In this lesson, students will be given resources to complete a cause and effect chart examining the environmental / geographical reasons behind several major mesopotamian innovations/technologies.


Ohio Academic Content Standard

	History Content Statement #2:  Early civilizations with unique governments, economic systems, social structures, religions, technologies, and agricultural practices and products flourished as a result of favorable geographic characteristics.  The cultural practices and products of these early civilizations can be used to help understand the Eastern Hemisphere today.


Resources

	· Cause and Effect chart (per student)

· 15-20 print resources that include information about Mesopotamian innovations and technologies.  Titles may include:

· Roaf, Michael. Cultural atlas of Mesopotamia and the ancient Near East. New York: Facts on File, 1990. Print.

· Schomp, Virginia. Ancient Mesopotamia: the Sumerians, Babylonians, and Assyrians. New York: Franklin Watts, 2004. Print.

· Service, Pamela F.. Mesopotamia. New York: Benchmark Books/Marshall Cavendish, 1999. Print.

· Shuter, Jane. Mesopotamia. Chicago, Ill.: Heinemann Library, 2006. Print.

· Whitcraft, Melissa. The Tigris and Euphrates Rivers. New York: F. Watts, 1999. Print.

· Laptops/Computers bookmarked with the following sites 

· http

HYPERLINK "http://www.nlcs.k12.in.us/oljrhi/brown/mesopotamia/meso.htm"://

HYPERLINK "http://www.nlcs.k12.in.us/oljrhi/brown/mesopotamia/meso.htm"www

HYPERLINK "http://www.nlcs.k12.in.us/oljrhi/brown/mesopotamia/meso.htm".

HYPERLINK "http://www.nlcs.k12.in.us/oljrhi/brown/mesopotamia/meso.htm"nlcs

HYPERLINK "http://www.nlcs.k12.in.us/oljrhi/brown/mesopotamia/meso.htm".

HYPERLINK "http://www.nlcs.k12.in.us/oljrhi/brown/mesopotamia/meso.htm"k

HYPERLINK "http://www.nlcs.k12.in.us/oljrhi/brown/mesopotamia/meso.htm"12.

HYPERLINK "http://www.nlcs.k12.in.us/oljrhi/brown/mesopotamia/meso.htm"in

HYPERLINK "http://www.nlcs.k12.in.us/oljrhi/brown/mesopotamia/meso.htm".

HYPERLINK "http://www.nlcs.k12.in.us/oljrhi/brown/mesopotamia/meso.htm"us

HYPERLINK "http://www.nlcs.k12.in.us/oljrhi/brown/mesopotamia/meso.htm"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.nlcs.k12.in.us/oljrhi/brown/mesopotamia/meso.htm"oljrhi

HYPERLINK "http://www.nlcs.k12.in.us/oljrhi/brown/mesopotamia/meso.htm"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.nlcs.k12.in.us/oljrhi/brown/mesopotamia/meso.htm"brown

HYPERLINK "http://www.nlcs.k12.in.us/oljrhi/brown/mesopotamia/meso.htm"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.nlcs.k12.in.us/oljrhi/brown/mesopotamia/meso.htm"mesopotamia

HYPERLINK "http://www.nlcs.k12.in.us/oljrhi/brown/mesopotamia/meso.htm"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.nlcs.k12.in.us/oljrhi/brown/mesopotamia/meso.htm"meso

HYPERLINK "http://www.nlcs.k12.in.us/oljrhi/brown/mesopotamia/meso.htm".

HYPERLINK "http://www.nlcs.k12.in.us/oljrhi/brown/mesopotamia/meso.htm"htm
· http

HYPERLINK "http://www.ducksters.com/history/mesopotamia/science_and_technology.php"://

HYPERLINK "http://www.ducksters.com/history/mesopotamia/science_and_technology.php"www

HYPERLINK "http://www.ducksters.com/history/mesopotamia/science_and_technology.php".

HYPERLINK "http://www.ducksters.com/history/mesopotamia/science_and_technology.php"ducksters

HYPERLINK "http://www.ducksters.com/history/mesopotamia/science_and_technology.php".

HYPERLINK "http://www.ducksters.com/history/mesopotamia/science_and_technology.php"com

HYPERLINK "http://www.ducksters.com/history/mesopotamia/science_and_technology.php"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.ducksters.com/history/mesopotamia/science_and_technology.php"history

HYPERLINK "http://www.ducksters.com/history/mesopotamia/science_and_technology.php"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.ducksters.com/history/mesopotamia/science_and_technology.php"mesopotamia

HYPERLINK "http://www.ducksters.com/history/mesopotamia/science_and_technology.php"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.ducksters.com/history/mesopotamia/science_and_technology.php"science

HYPERLINK "http://www.ducksters.com/history/mesopotamia/science_and_technology.php"_

HYPERLINK "http://www.ducksters.com/history/mesopotamia/science_and_technology.php"and

HYPERLINK "http://www.ducksters.com/history/mesopotamia/science_and_technology.php"_

HYPERLINK "http://www.ducksters.com/history/mesopotamia/science_and_technology.php"technology

HYPERLINK "http://www.ducksters.com/history/mesopotamia/science_and_technology.php".

HYPERLINK "http://www.ducksters.com/history/mesopotamia/science_and_technology.php"php
· http

HYPERLINK "http://www.anciv.info/mesopotamia/science-and-technology-in-mesopotamia.html"://

HYPERLINK "http://www.anciv.info/mesopotamia/science-and-technology-in-mesopotamia.html"www

HYPERLINK "http://www.anciv.info/mesopotamia/science-and-technology-in-mesopotamia.html".

HYPERLINK "http://www.anciv.info/mesopotamia/science-and-technology-in-mesopotamia.html"anciv

HYPERLINK "http://www.anciv.info/mesopotamia/science-and-technology-in-mesopotamia.html".

HYPERLINK "http://www.anciv.info/mesopotamia/science-and-technology-in-mesopotamia.html"info

HYPERLINK "http://www.anciv.info/mesopotamia/science-and-technology-in-mesopotamia.html"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.anciv.info/mesopotamia/science-and-technology-in-mesopotamia.html"mesopotamia

HYPERLINK "http://www.anciv.info/mesopotamia/science-and-technology-in-mesopotamia.html"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.anciv.info/mesopotamia/science-and-technology-in-mesopotamia.html"science

HYPERLINK "http://www.anciv.info/mesopotamia/science-and-technology-in-mesopotamia.html"-

HYPERLINK "http://www.anciv.info/mesopotamia/science-and-technology-in-mesopotamia.html"and

HYPERLINK "http://www.anciv.info/mesopotamia/science-and-technology-in-mesopotamia.html"-

HYPERLINK "http://www.anciv.info/mesopotamia/science-and-technology-in-mesopotamia.html"technology

HYPERLINK "http://www.anciv.info/mesopotamia/science-and-technology-in-mesopotamia.html"-

HYPERLINK "http://www.anciv.info/mesopotamia/science-and-technology-in-mesopotamia.html"in

HYPERLINK "http://www.anciv.info/mesopotamia/science-and-technology-in-mesopotamia.html"-

HYPERLINK "http://www.anciv.info/mesopotamia/science-and-technology-in-mesopotamia.html"mesopotamia

HYPERLINK "http://www.anciv.info/mesopotamia/science-and-technology-in-mesopotamia.html".

HYPERLINK "http://www.anciv.info/mesopotamia/science-and-technology-in-mesopotamia.html"html
· http

HYPERLINK "http://www.dl.ket.org/humanities/connections/class/ancient/mesop.htm"://

HYPERLINK "http://www.dl.ket.org/humanities/connections/class/ancient/mesop.htm"www

HYPERLINK "http://www.dl.ket.org/humanities/connections/class/ancient/mesop.htm".

HYPERLINK "http://www.dl.ket.org/humanities/connections/class/ancient/mesop.htm"dl

HYPERLINK "http://www.dl.ket.org/humanities/connections/class/ancient/mesop.htm".

HYPERLINK "http://www.dl.ket.org/humanities/connections/class/ancient/mesop.htm"ket

HYPERLINK "http://www.dl.ket.org/humanities/connections/class/ancient/mesop.htm".

HYPERLINK "http://www.dl.ket.org/humanities/connections/class/ancient/mesop.htm"org

HYPERLINK "http://www.dl.ket.org/humanities/connections/class/ancient/mesop.htm"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.dl.ket.org/humanities/connections/class/ancient/mesop.htm"humanities

HYPERLINK "http://www.dl.ket.org/humanities/connections/class/ancient/mesop.htm"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.dl.ket.org/humanities/connections/class/ancient/mesop.htm"connections

HYPERLINK "http://www.dl.ket.org/humanities/connections/class/ancient/mesop.htm"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.dl.ket.org/humanities/connections/class/ancient/mesop.htm"class

HYPERLINK "http://www.dl.ket.org/humanities/connections/class/ancient/mesop.htm"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.dl.ket.org/humanities/connections/class/ancient/mesop.htm"ancient

HYPERLINK "http://www.dl.ket.org/humanities/connections/class/ancient/mesop.htm"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.dl.ket.org/humanities/connections/class/ancient/mesop.htm"mesop

HYPERLINK "http://www.dl.ket.org/humanities/connections/class/ancient/mesop.htm".

HYPERLINK "http://www.dl.ket.org/humanities/connections/class/ancient/mesop.htm"htm
· Cause and Effect chart displayed on SmartBoard

· Social Studies journal (per student)


Procedures

	I. Readiness/Motivation for Lesson:  Allotted Time:  5 minutes
Have the following objects displayed at the front of the room: book, wheel, piece of pottery, calendar, a vegetable, and a bronze “medal.”  Ask students if anyone knows what all of these objects have in common.  After they have made some guesses, explain that all ofthe objects are a result of Mesopotamian inventions.

II.  Lesson Focus:  Allotted Time: 40 minutes

Distribute the cause and effect charts to students and have the chart also displayed on the SmartBoard.  The cause and effect chart should have three columns.  The first column is blank and labeled “Cause for the Technology”.  The second column, titled “Technology,” contains symbols for various technologies along with the name for each.  These should include: plow, wheel, potter’s wheel, bronze, cuneiform, calendar, irrigation (and more if you choose). The third column is also blank and titled “Effect of the Technology.”

Students should work with a partner to use print and electronic resources to complete the chart.  The “cause” column should show what sort of problem or situation the Sumerians encountered with their environment that encouraged them to create the technology.  The “effect” column should tell how the technology changed or improved their society (what they were able to do as a result of the technology).  Have partner groups begin the activity in different places on the chart (have some groups start at the top of the chart and work their way down, some start at the bottom and work their way up, and some start in the middle).  That way, even if the 40 minutes is not enough time for each group to complete the entire chart, the entire chart will be complete as a class after groups share.  As students work together to complete their charts, circulate the room for strong examples to call on during the sharing phase.

III.  Closure to Lesson:  Allotted Time:  15 minutes

Bring the class back together whole group and share out their findings on the SmartBoard.  Allow students to come up to the board to record the causes and effects they came up with for each technology.  Reiterate to students that there may be more than one “right answer” for each cause and effect.  Encourage students with different answers than what are displayed on the board to share their ideas so the class can discuss the possibilities.

IV.  Assessment:
Students will be informally assessed based on the outcomes of their cooperative partner work.  Pairs should be able to successfully identify the causes and effects of 3-5 Mesopotamian  technologies using the resources they are given.  in the assignment described below, students should be able to make connections between the Mesopotamian inventions of the past and their own lives today.

V.  Differentiation

Pair students utilizing peer models.

Provide resources with bookmarked pages to students who may struggle with skimming entire print resources for material.

For struggling students, identify the three technologies you want them to focus on during the research portion.  For the remaining technologies, provide guided notes in the cause & effect columns to prevent frustration as these students try to fill in the chart during the whole group discussion.

Leave blank rows at the end of the chart as an extension activity.  Students may fill in these rows with other technologies they come across in their research.

VI. Assignment

Students will complete a journal entry using the prompt, “My life would be different without the Mesopotamian invention of the ________________ because_________________.”  they should be able to use this prompt to discuss at least 5 of the technologies researched in class.  This activity will help prepare students for their final project.


Trade in Ancient Mesopotamia

Movement

	Your Name:
Kelly Martin and Natalie Weitz
	Grade Level:  

6th Grade

	Lesson Topic:
Early Civilizations
	

	Time: 60 minutes
	Date:  Day 5


Expectations for Learning

	Students will be able to describe the influence of trade (& movement) on the governments, cultures, economic systems, and religion of ancient Mesopotamia.




Lesson Summary / Rationale

	In this lesson, students will participate in two learning stations.  At one station, they will use maps to draw conclusions about trade routes in Mesopotamia.  At another, they will examine how trade (movement)  influenced various aspects of Mesopotamian societies.


Ohio Academic Content Standard

	History Content Statement #2:  Early civilizations with unique governments, economic systems, social structures, religions, technologies, and agricultural practices and products flourished as a result of favorable geographic characteristics.  The cultural practices and products of these early civilizations can be used to help understand the Eastern Hemisphere today.


Resources

	· Video: Development

HYPERLINK "http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=D224ED5E-B053-442B-A727-843C1FC8EDE1&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US" 

HYPERLINK "http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=D224ED5E-B053-442B-A727-843C1FC8EDE1&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US"of

HYPERLINK "http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=D224ED5E-B053-442B-A727-843C1FC8EDE1&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US" 

HYPERLINK "http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=D224ED5E-B053-442B-A727-843C1FC8EDE1&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US"Trade

HYPERLINK "http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=D224ED5E-B053-442B-A727-843C1FC8EDE1&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US" 

HYPERLINK "http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=D224ED5E-B053-442B-A727-843C1FC8EDE1&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US"in

HYPERLINK "http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=D224ED5E-B053-442B-A727-843C1FC8EDE1&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US" 

HYPERLINK "http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=D224ED5E-B053-442B-A727-843C1FC8EDE1&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US"Mesopotamia
· “Choose Your Own Adventure” online Trade

HYPERLINK "http://www.mesopotamia.co.uk/trade/story/sto_set.html" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.mesopotamia.co.uk/trade/story/sto_set.html"Story
· laptops/computers

· Influence of Trade worksheet (per student)

· ancient

HYPERLINK "http://www.mesopotamia.co.uk/geography/explore/cities.html" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.mesopotamia.co.uk/geography/explore/cities.html"cities

HYPERLINK "http://www.mesopotamia.co.uk/geography/explore/cities.html" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.mesopotamia.co.uk/geography/explore/cities.html"map copied onto transparencies (about 6 copies)
· natural

HYPERLINK "http://www.mesopotamia.co.uk/geography/explore/natres.html" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.mesopotamia.co.uk/geography/explore/natres.html"resources

HYPERLINK "http://www.mesopotamia.co.uk/geography/explore/natres.html" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.mesopotamia.co.uk/geography/explore/natres.html"map copied onto paper (about 6 copies)
· Trade Route Conclusions worksheet (per student)




Procedures

	I. Readiness/Motivation for Lesson:  Allotted Time:  5 minutes
Ask students to share stories of a time they traded for something.  Discuss the “rules” of trade based on these stories.  What make a fair trade?  What are the benefits of trade? What are some obstacles to trade?  What do we use to make trade more efficient (money/currency)?

II.  Lesson Focus:  Allotted Time: 40 minutes

Introduce trade in Mesopotamia using the 3 minute Discovery Education video, Development of Trade in Mesopotamia.  Explain that students will be working with partners to accomplish two tasks.  Give students about 20 minutes to complete each task (then swap): 

One task is to examine Mesopotamian maps showing the cities in Mesopotamia and the natural resources available in the area.  By superimposing the ancient cities map over the natural resources map, students will draw conclusions about the types of trades made between Mesopotamian cities.  Their conclusions should be recorded on a Trade Route Conclusions worksheet.  This worksheet should ask students to think about trade from the perspective of someone living in Nippur.  Students need to:

· Identify materials Nippurians would have to import using sea boats

· Identify materials Nippurians would have to import using river boats

· Identify materials Nippurians would have to import using donkeys or carts

· Identify materials Nippurians would consider most valuable (expensive) and why

· Identify materials Nippurians would consider least valuable (cheapest) and why

The second task is to work through the online Trade Story with a partner.  This interactive story asks students to first decide on the type of merchant (trader) they want to follow.  Then, they go on a journey with that merchant, making choices along the way to see all of the hardships and encounters the merchant has along the way.  During the activity, students will take notes on their Influence of Trade worksheets.  From the journey, students will be able to record examples showing how trade impacted the economy, culture, religion, and government of Mesopotamia.  No matter which choices the students make, they should be able to come up with examples for all 4 areas.

III.  Closure to Lesson:  Allotted Time:  15 minutes

Come back together whole group to share findings.  Discuss the types of trades Mesopotamians made according to the map study and how the movement involved in trade influenced other aspects of Mesopotamian society.  

IV.  Assessment:
Students will be assessed through the outcome of their cooperative groupwork.  A successful partnership will have completed the mapping activity and found examples within the trade story of trade influences within the economy, government, culture, and religion of Mesopotamia. Partners will also be assessed on their ability to work cooperatively.

V.  Differentiation

Partnerships created utilizing peer models.

Struggling students can also be provided with a Mesopotamian

HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&sa=X&rlz=1C1RNPN_enUS407US407&biw=1440&bih=799&tbm=isch&prmd=imvns&tbnid=WnxA57ChmoQxvM:&imgrefurl=http://www.bible-history.com/maps/maps/map_ancient_trade_routes_mesopotamia.html&docid=jyfemwScsznnGM&imgurl=http://www.bible-history.com/maps/maps/mesopotamia_trade.jpg&w=796&h=474&ei=i4MWUPn2Le6u6gH7p4HACg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=172&vpy=163&dur=0&hovh=173&hovw=291&tx=138&ty=115&sig=115595336998658247082&page=1&tbnh=116&tbnw=194&start=0&ndsp=24&ved=1t:429,r:0,s:0,i:76" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&sa=X&rlz=1C1RNPN_enUS407US407&biw=1440&bih=799&tbm=isch&prmd=imvns&tbnid=WnxA57ChmoQxvM:&imgrefurl=http://www.bible-history.com/maps/maps/map_ancient_trade_routes_mesopotamia.html&docid=jyfemwScsznnGM&imgurl=http://www.bible-history.com/maps/maps/mesopotamia_trade.jpg&w=796&h=474&ei=i4MWUPn2Le6u6gH7p4HACg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=172&vpy=163&dur=0&hovh=173&hovw=291&tx=138&ty=115&sig=115595336998658247082&page=1&tbnh=116&tbnw=194&start=0&ndsp=24&ved=1t:429,r:0,s:0,i:76"trade

HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&sa=X&rlz=1C1RNPN_enUS407US407&biw=1440&bih=799&tbm=isch&prmd=imvns&tbnid=WnxA57ChmoQxvM:&imgrefurl=http://www.bible-history.com/maps/maps/map_ancient_trade_routes_mesopotamia.html&docid=jyfemwScsznnGM&imgurl=http://www.bible-history.com/maps/maps/mesopotamia_trade.jpg&w=796&h=474&ei=i4MWUPn2Le6u6gH7p4HACg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=172&vpy=163&dur=0&hovh=173&hovw=291&tx=138&ty=115&sig=115595336998658247082&page=1&tbnh=116&tbnw=194&start=0&ndsp=24&ved=1t:429,r:0,s:0,i:76" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&sa=X&rlz=1C1RNPN_enUS407US407&biw=1440&bih=799&tbm=isch&prmd=imvns&tbnid=WnxA57ChmoQxvM:&imgrefurl=http://www.bible-history.com/maps/maps/map_ancient_trade_routes_mesopotamia.html&docid=jyfemwScsznnGM&imgurl=http://www.bible-history.com/maps/maps/mesopotamia_trade.jpg&w=796&h=474&ei=i4MWUPn2Le6u6gH7p4HACg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=172&vpy=163&dur=0&hovh=173&hovw=291&tx=138&ty=115&sig=115595336998658247082&page=1&tbnh=116&tbnw=194&start=0&ndsp=24&ved=1t:429,r:0,s:0,i:76"routes

HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&sa=X&rlz=1C1RNPN_enUS407US407&biw=1440&bih=799&tbm=isch&prmd=imvns&tbnid=WnxA57ChmoQxvM:&imgrefurl=http://www.bible-history.com/maps/maps/map_ancient_trade_routes_mesopotamia.html&docid=jyfemwScsznnGM&imgurl=http://www.bible-history.com/maps/maps/mesopotamia_trade.jpg&w=796&h=474&ei=i4MWUPn2Le6u6gH7p4HACg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=172&vpy=163&dur=0&hovh=173&hovw=291&tx=138&ty=115&sig=115595336998658247082&page=1&tbnh=116&tbnw=194&start=0&ndsp=24&ved=1t:429,r:0,s:0,i:76" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&sa=X&rlz=1C1RNPN_enUS407US407&biw=1440&bih=799&tbm=isch&prmd=imvns&tbnid=WnxA57ChmoQxvM:&imgrefurl=http://www.bible-history.com/maps/maps/map_ancient_trade_routes_mesopotamia.html&docid=jyfemwScsznnGM&imgurl=http://www.bible-history.com/maps/maps/mesopotamia_trade.jpg&w=796&h=474&ei=i4MWUPn2Le6u6gH7p4HACg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=172&vpy=163&dur=0&hovh=173&hovw=291&tx=138&ty=115&sig=115595336998658247082&page=1&tbnh=116&tbnw=194&start=0&ndsp=24&ved=1t:429,r:0,s:0,i:76"map as another resource to make conclusions about the trade routes.  Struggling students can also be provided with a key word bank to reference when determining influences of trade.

An extension would be for students to develop an “other” column on their Influence of Trade worksheet- can they find other examples/categories that show how the movement of trade influenced the region?

VI. Assignment

Students will complete another journal entry.  This time, they will be prompted to write about the ways in which modern day trade affects/influences modern society.  They can use the Mesopotamian trade influences as a jumping off point for their ideas.  This journal entry will prepare students for their final projects.


Comic Life Assessment

	Your Name:
Kelly Martin and Natalie Weitz
	Grade Level:  

6th Grade

	Lesson Topic:
Early Civilizations
	

	Time: 60 minutes
	Date:  Day 6, 7 and 8


Expectations for Learning

	Students will show their understanding of the essential questions about early civilizations through creating a unique Comic Life project about the Mesopotamian government, economic system, social structure, religion, technology, and agricultural practices and products. They will show how the civilization flourished as a result of favorable geographic characteristics. 


Lesson Summary / Rationale

	Students will use Comic Life software to create two stories: one story of how Mesopotamia has influenced our lives today, and one story about what life would be like without Mesopotamian influences. This shows an understanding of how Mesopotamia had a strong influence on many inventive ideas from agriculture to government. 


Ohio Academic Content Standard

	History Content Statement #2:  Early civilizations with unique governments, economic systems, social structures, religions, technologies, and agricultural practices and products flourished as a result of favorable geographic characteristics.  The cultural practices and products of these early civilizations can be used to help understand the Eastern Hemisphere today.


Resources

	1. Comic Life Software:    http
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2. Comic Life Examples:   
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3. Computers for each student

4. Social Studies journals

5. In-class resources (notes, books, worksheets, maps, etc)

5. Idea map for differentiation


Procedures

	I. Readiness/Motivation for Lesson:  Allotted Time:  5 minutes
Show students examples of Comic Life on the smartboard to set expectations for their final project. Discuss ideas that they have brainstormed through the unit of the importance of Mesopotamia to life today. Go over rubric for the final project.

II.  Lesson Focus:  Allotted Time: 100 minutes

1. Pass out the computers and walk through a tutorial of the software. Students will work independently using the notes they took in their social studies journal to brainstorm and complete two stories about Mesopotamia and how it affects life today. One story of how Mesopotamia has influenced our lives today, and one story about what life would be like without Mesopotamian influences.  

2. Students will write a script of what they want their comic to focus on in their social studies journals. Once the script is complete they will check in with the teacher for accuracy and completion of expectations.

3. Script must be approved by the teacher, then the student can open Comic Life to create their story. The Comic Life must have 8 – 12 story bubbles included for the information.  

III.  Closure to Lesson:  Allotted Time:  45 minutes

At the end of the project students can sign up to share their work with each other and present their Comic Life stories for extra credit points on their assignment. 

IV.  Assessment:
Formative assessment will be ongoing through a checklist of understanding. Students must have notes in their journals from class discussion. Students should be able to come up with ideas about how life in Mesopotamia was important and influences today’s culture. Students must also show use of resources, creativity, effort, and problem-solving skills.

V.  Differentiation

1. Struggling students can be given an idea map to organize their work. 

2. Guided notes will be provided to assist their learning and organizing their work. 

3. Frequent check-in and one-on-one instruction. 

4. Extra time to complete the assignment if necessary. 

5. Enrichment - students can upload their comic life to my class webpage or an approved social networking site to share their work.  

VI. Assignment

This is the final grade and assignment for this unit. 


COMIC LIFE RUBRIC  (50 Points)
	CATEGORY
	10
	7
	4
	1

	Content
	All facts are accurate and presented in meaningful way. 
	Most facts are accurate and presented in a way easy for the reader to follow.
	Some inaccurate facts or hard to follow storyline.  
	Facts are inaccurate and no storyline created.

	Length
	Student provided 8 to 12 story bubbles. 
	Student provided 6 to 7 story bubbles. 
	Student provided 4 to 5 story bubbles. 
	Student provided less than 4.

	Conventions
	There are no errors in spelling, grammar, and punctuation. The student has clearly proofread his/her work.
	There are a few errors in grammar, spelling, and punctuation. Errors are not distracting and do not affect the meaning. There is some evidence of proofreading.
	There are many errors in grammar, spelling, and punctuation that distract the reader and interfere with the meaning. There is little evidence of proofreading.
	The student uses poor sentence structure. Many sentences sound awkward or incomplete. There is no evidence of proofreading.


	Presentation
	The overall appearance of the comic is visually appealing. The student uses meaningful images that enhance the text of the comic story.
	The overall appearance of the story is somewhat appealing. The student mostly uses meaningful images that enhance the text of the comic story.

	The comic is readable but the choice of images could be more appealing and/or relevant to the text of the comic story.

	The comic is difficult to read. There is a weak connection between the images and text of the comic story.


	Process
	The student did not require any redirection to complete this project. S/he remained 100% focused on the task in class. 
	The student required minimal redirection to complete this project. S/he remained mostly focused on the task in class. 
	The student required some redirection to complete this project and to remain focused on the task in class. 
	The student required frequent redirection to complete this project.


	Extra Credit
(if applicable)
	Student volunteered to present finished project and gave an organized and well spoken presentation. 
	Student volunteered to present finished project and gave good effort to prepare but lacked organization.
	Student volunteered to present finished project but gave little effort to prepare for presentation.
	Student volunteered to present finished project but gave no effort to prepare or present information.



Points Received: _______  +   Extra Credit Points: _______   =   Final Grade: _______

