Unit Topic or Theme

	Your Name: Allison Bailey                                               
	Grade Level: 6   

	Lesson Topic:
 Mesopotamian Civilization: Movement
	Day __4__ of _7___

	Unit/Project: Five Themes of Geography Portfolio- Mesopotamia
	Date: N/A


Essential Question

	What is movement and what movement have we seen as a result of the Mesopotamian civilization?
.


OAC Alignment: Strands, Content Statements, Objectives

	Strand: Geography

Content Statement: 2. Early civilizations (India, Egypt, China and Mesopotamia) with unique governments, economic systems, social structures, religions, technologies and agricultural practices and products flourished as a result of favorable geographic characteristics. The cultural practices and products of these early civilizations can be used to help understand the Eastern Hemisphere today. 

Strand: Geography
Content Statement: 7. Political, environmental, social and economic factors cause people, products and ideas to move from place to place in the Eastern Hemisphere in the past and today. 

Objectives:

-Students will learn the different types of geographic movement.

-Students will learn how movement is a geographic characteristic of Mesopotamia. 
-Students will learn about the different movements that have occurred from Mesopotamian civilization.



Resources

	-Bell Ringer PowerPoint Slide #5

-Bell Ringer Page for each student

-Link to the Movement Prezi
-Technology for individual research (computer, net book, laptop, i-Pad, etc.) - 1 device per student
-Lined paper and pencil for each student (students should have this)

-Closure discussion prompt questions



Procedures  

	I.  Introduction: Readiness/Motivation for Lesson  ( Engage)                

Bell Ringer: Everyday there will be some kind of bell ringer. The purpose of the Bell Ringer is to immediately engage the students in work without instruction from the teacher. It allows the bell to actually start class like it is supposed to. Bell ringer activities consist of past standardized test review questions, discussion time, activities related to the curriculum, or simply a question that makes students think. For this lesson plan specifically, the students will be answering a question about movement. View the attached PowerPoint presentation, slide #5.
Assessment: (Formal Assessment) Students have papers with five boxes, one for each day of the week. Each day the students will write their answers to the Bell Ringer in the correlating box and these papers will be collected at the end of each week and assessed for participation as well as areas which need more teaching and areas which the students have mastered.

II.  Development: Lesson Focus (Explore, Explain, Extend)                    

Mini-Lesson on Movement: Have the students form a circle and sit down. 

-Start by playing the game telephone where you will choose a sentence (Choose something silly and easy like “The purple monkey liked to play guitar.”) and you will whisper that sentence to one student. The students will continue whispering to pass that sentence all the way around the circle until it reaches the place where it started.
-Then play a round of Hot Potato. Use a ball or other small item and sing a song or play music while the students pass the item around the circle. When the music stops or the song ends, that student is out. Depending on time you can choose to play until there is a winner or stop after one demonstration.

-Once you have completed both demonstrations allow students to return to their seats. Share the Prezi below with the students and relate the different types of movement to the demonstrations from above. (Telephone represents communication of ideas and information. Hot Potato represents transportation of people and goods.)

http://prezi.com/1lunecqokysk/?utm_campaign=share&utm_medium=copy 
Individual Research: Instruct students to choose one of the following; idea, information, people, or goods to research. Then they will research that topic in regards to Mesopotamia focusing on the following questions:
-How have ideas moved from Mesopotamia to other areas?

-How has information moved from Mesopotamia to other areas?

-What patterns are there in the movement of people from Mesopotamia?

-What patterns are there in the movement of goods from Mesopotamia?

PowerPoint Presentation: (For Final Portfolio Project) Instruct students to create a short PowerPoint Presentation (3-5 slides) that outlines their research on Mesopotamian movement. The presentation should include:

-The item researched

-An illustration of the item

-What type of movement was seen with this item (communication/transportation)

-Short description of the item

-Short description of how the item moved
Assessment:
Informal Assessments

Formal Assessments

-During the mini-lesson on movement students should be participating in discussion, asking questions, and sharing comments. 

-During the individual research students should be focusing on their chosen question and researching the details necessary to answer that question.
-The PowerPoint Presentation will be collected as part of the final portfolio project. (electronically) When collected, assess students for understanding of the different types of geographic movement, movement’s importance to Mesopotamia, accuracy in information about movement from Mesopotamia, writing mechanics, and creativity.
III.  Closure to Lesson                                                            

Exit Slip: With five minutes left in class instruct the students to take out half a sheet of paper. Then instruct them to pretend they are a teacher. Ask them to think of an activity they would use to describe communication and transportation to their students. Finally, have the students describe both activities on their half sheet of paper. 
Assessment: (Formal Assessment) Collect the students exit slips and assess that students understand both communication and transportation and can represent these concepts to others as well. 
IV. Homework: Students are allowed to take their PowerPoint home to work on. They will be given one day at the end of the unit to finish the portfolio but they may want to consider finishing their Power Point at home if they have a lot to finish.
V.  Differentiation: This unit is centered on project based activities. Therefore, a majority of the time, students will be working either individually or in a small group so they have the opportunity to move at their own pace. This allows struggling students to slow the material down, advanced students to be challenged, and the teacher to have the opportunity to walk around and monitor for students who need any assistance.


