Purpose and Rationale

The purpose of this unit is to give students the opportunity to learn and apply their knowledge of the five themes of geography to the Ancient River Civilization of Mesopotamia. This unit is created based on inquiry based activities that allow students the opportunity to take control of their own learning. Not only does this style of learning give students an opportunity for independence but it also gives the teacher a chance to differentiate in the classroom more effectively by working individually with struggling students. The entire unit was based around a unit project portfolio which is the final outcome of the unit. The concept of creating a portfolio is a great way to incorporate project based learning in the classroom and could be replicated in any subject for any topic. By the end of the unit students will have a full portfolio of information and work on their new knowledge of Ancient Mesopotamian River Civilization and the five themes of geography which align perfectly with the 6th grade OAC standards as shown in the individual lesson plans. 
