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                                                                Rationale

      Writing is a process and a skill that children are exposed to as soon they begin to learn how to read. This process is a long one that is built upon year after year. We link these building blocks to each other to ultimately compose wonderfully, fluent, sound writing. 
My piece of the puzzle begins in the third grade and will continue to develop their writing throughout the year. Writing as a third grader has become a task that many do not feel passion introducing. This is done is such a way that the love for writing is not developed. My goal is to intertwine real life experiences into the writing process to make it come to life for my students. Writing is a precious skill that will join generations, cultures and races. 
     As I read the text I have found that my writing process with my third graders often resembles the 5-E learning cycle method. I use Exploration, Explanation, Extension, and Evaluation. As stated in our text the process of Exploration gives the students time to think, plan, investigate and organize collected information. Explanation helps them to analyze what they found in their exploration. Extension allows the student to expand and solidify understanding of a concept by applying it to a real world situation and Evaluation have students use their assessment tools or rubric provided by the teacher or create their own assessment to evaluate their level of understanding. Chiarelott, L. (2006). Curriculum in Context (p 91). Belmont, CA: Wadsworth

    Teaching writing is an integral part of my year as a Third Grade Title One teacher. I cover many standards through my writing for year to cover all different areas of writing. Some of the standards that I address are 0301.3.1    Write for Audience - Write on a specific topic to a specified audience (e.g., self, peers, adults).
0301.3.2    Writer's Purpose - Write for a variety of purposes: to entertain, persuade, inform, demonstrate knowledge, answer questions, tell a story, and respond to literature.
0301.3.3    Friendly Letters - Write friendly letters.
0301.3.4    Journals - Write in journals.
0301.3.5    Writing Prompt - Practice writing to a prompt within a specified time.
0301.3.6    Compare Story Elements - Compare characters, settings, and events within and between stories.
0301.3.7    Personal Experience - Write poems, stories, and essays based upon thoughts, feelings, and experiences.
0301.3.8    Writing Process - Use all steps in the writing process: brainstorm and organize ideas, create a first draft, revise and proofread draft, share completed work.
0301.3.9    Construct Graphic Organizer - Construct graphic organizers to group ideas for writing (e.g., webs, charts, graphs, diagrams, illustrations).
0301.3.10    Refine Topic - Select and refine a topic.
0301.3.11    Complete Sentences - Write in complete
This writing will cover all different genres of reading and response to reading activities. 
In my Units and sub units I will have the continuity of rubrics that the students will follow and fill out as well. The rubric will cover the COPS and the development of the idea the student is working to complete. The second rubric that will be used throughout the writing process is that of the Effort Rubric. Was complete effort given? Did they use their time wisely? , Did they use their resources?

  Writing is essential to academic success. Given the complex nature of writing and the changing expectations of what it meant to be literate, we must be prepared to view writing as more than a two dimensional process. Students need to make meaning in more than two dimensions and through multiple modes. ( Lotherington and Jenson, 2011) 

  My unit is geared around the books, Stone Fox by John Reynolds Gardiner And Balto, the Bravest Dog Ever by Natalie Standiford. We will read these books and complete activities that will require response to writing, research and exposure to the real world race of the Iditarod which both books reference. My hope is all these interactions woven into one large experience will ignite the passion to share through writing. 














                                                Unit Outcomes 

                                               Writing Process 
                                             Iditarod/Balto Unit

·  Students will be able present information in a sequenced, logical manner. 
·  Students will be able to discuss. 
· Students will be able to sustain conversation on a topic. 
· Students will be able to share information and ideas. 
· Students will be able to recount or narrate. 
· Students will be able to answer open-ended questions. 
· Students will be able to report information on a topic 
· Students will be able to explain own learning
· Students will be able to write a 5 sentence paragraph using proper capitalization, organization, punctuation and spelling.
· Students will create projects to enhance their writing piece. 
· Students will be able to write stating opinion and discussing factual writing pieces.
                                   













                                       Pre- Assessment
               Did you know???

1. What is the Iditarod ?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What are sled dogs used for?
______________________________________________________________________________

3. Who is Balto? 
______________________________________________________________________________

4. What is the average winter    weather in Alaska?
____________________________________________________________________________
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This will be referred to throughout the Unit. 
*My students will be recalling information from the text.
* Discussing and understanding what he have learned.
*Applying their knowledge from the stories we will be reading. (Stone Fox and Balto) 
*Analyzing fact versus opinion throughout the unit as well as information.
*Evaluating their writing thourhg the use of rubrics and peer interaction.
* Creating their final prduct.


                     Lesson Plan One: Writing Fundamentals

Unit Objectives: Students will be able to identify the pieces of a well written paragraph. 
Time Period Objectives:  1. Students will identify introductory sentence. 
2. Students will identify supporting details/sentences.
3. Students will identify closing sentence. 
4. Students will discuss and understand COPS/ editing tool.
Materials: 
1. Perfect paragraph resource
2. Writing notebook.
3. Pencil
4. Smart Board


Procedure:  The Perfect Paragrapgh smart board screen is displayed. The students will come in to find this on the Smart Board. They will discuss what they know about the perfect paragraph utilizing their memory from earlier lessons. We will brainstorm the essential or key words we need to write the perfect paragraph. (15 minutes) 
Activity:  The students will naswer their Pre assessment questions about the Iditarod and Balto. The students will use their perfect paragraph sheet to discuss with their “peer partner” what is needed to “build” a perfect paragraph. They will also discuss with their peer partner what they know about the pre assessment questions.  We can build a paragraph like we build a sandwich. I will then get out their “hamburger” graphic organizer to complete their perfect paragraph. Using their answers to pre assessment questons they will build a perfect pargarapgh picking one of the questions. Example: What is the weather like in Alaska? (35 minutes)
Closure: The students will come back together and turn in their perfect paragrapgh. They will then move their post it note to their level of understanding. Yes, for compelete understanding. Move under question mark if they still have some uncertainty. Move to STOP if they are confused and need more explanations.
Assessment:  The students writing sample will be evaluated by the teacher. 
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                         Lesson Two : Stone Fox And Balto Compare and Contrast

Unit Objectives: The students will be able to compare and contrast details from the previously read stories, Stone Fox and Balto. The students will complete opinion writing piece utilizing their comparing and contrasting graphic organizer. 

Time Period Objectives: 
1. Students will complete compare and contrast graphic organizer. 
2. Students will work in peer partner groupings to discuss comparing and contrasting.
3. Students will begin drafting opinion piece. Who had the more difficult journey and why? Gunnar/Balto or Little Willy and Searchlight? 

Materials: 
1. Balto and Stone Fox
2.  Graphic Organizer
3. Pencil/Writing Journal 

Procedure: 
    The students will brainstorm to answer the question who had the more difficult journey in the different stories? Little Willy or Gunnar and Balto? They will work in peer partners and discuss what was the same and what was different in the books regarding their journey? (Environment, supplies, dogs, circumstances)  15 minutes 

Activity: 
   The students will discuss whole group what it means to compare and contrast ideas. WE will identify the question we want to answer. Who had the more difficult journey and why? The students will join their peer partner and complete the compare and contrast graphic organizer. We will come back together to discuss graphic organizer results. WE then will use our graphic organizer to help us complete a rough draft in our writing journal. (30 minutes) 

Closure: Students will turn in their writing journals to be evaluated for editing. (5 minutes) 

Assessment: The student will edit with the help of their editing rubric and teacher contribution. (30 Minutes) 
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                                  Lesson 3: Complete Final Draft Opinion 

Unit Objectives: The students will be able to compare and contrast details from the previously read stories, Stone Fox and Balto. The students will complete opinion writing piece utilizing their comparing and contrasting graphic organizer.

Time Period Objectives: Students will use editing notes to complete final draft on Iditarod stationary.  

Materials: 
1. Writing Journals
2. Pencil
3. Iditarod Stationary
4. Dictionaries


Procedure: 
The students will retrieve their writing notebook with editing notes and rough draft. The students will conference with the teacher and peer partner to discuss editing suggestions. 
10 minutes

Activity:
 The students will retrieve their writing notebooks with editing notes and drafts; they will use their suggestions to write their final draft on their Iditarod stationary. During this time the students will use dictionaries as spelling check tools and online tools as well. (30 minutes)

Closure:
The student will share their final opinion piece that will be added to Iditarod journal. (15 minutes) 

Assessment: The students writing piece will be graded compared to the writing rubric. 
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[bookmark: _GoBack]                                   Lesson 4-5: Iditarod Race Opinion (Day 4-14)

Unit Objective: The students will follow the Iditarod race taking palace in Alaska. They will research the race and select mushers to track in their journal. We will use this information to complete a writing piece at the end of the Unit. 

Time Period Objective: Students will access LIVE Iditarod updates and information through Iditarod class web quest and research. 

Materials:
1. Iditarod Web site (http://iditarod.com) 
2. Computers
3. Writing journals/musher tracker papers

Procedure: 
   The students will discuss what the Iditarod is and what we already know about the race. We discuss the tools we will be using and what is expected during the lesson (10 min)

Activity:
The student will be introduced to the Iditarod web site where we have purchased a classroom web access. We will be picking a musher and following them through their journey on the Iditarod race. We will research what is needed for the Iditarod and the total cost for the race. This will help the students to complete their opinion piece in the future. (40 minutes over 2-week period) 

Closure:
   The students will discuss with their peer partner what they learned about their musher, their progress and any interesting facts. (10 min) 

Assessment: 
 The students will turn in their musher tracker journals into the writing basket to be looked over by the teacher at the end of class. (5 min) 
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             Lesson 6- Iditarod Musher Informational Writing


Unit Objectives: The students will be able to write a minimum 5-sentence informational paragraph describing their musher. What their musher has achieved and their background to their life. 

Time Period Objectives: Students will use information logged and research to write about their musher. 

Materials: 
1. Writing Journals
2. Pencil
3. Musher Journals
4. Iditarod web site (Iditarod.com) 
5. Computers


Procedure: 
The students will retrieve their musher journals and writing journals to write their informational piece about their musher. They may include pictures found with their writing piece. (10 min) 


Activity:
 The students will retrieve their musher journals and writing journals to complete their writing piece on their Iditarod stationary. The rough draft will be written in writing journals first and then edited with help of peer partners and teacher. (40 min)

Closure:
The student will share their final informational piece on their musher with their peer partner. (10 min) 

Assessment: The students writing piece will be graded compared to the writing rubric. (10 min) 











         Lesson 7: Final Iditarod Writing Piece / Book Construction



Unit Objectives: The students will be able to write a minimum 5-sentence opinion piece on “Would I like to take part in the Iditarod? Why or why Not? And construct their Iditarod Book. 

Time Period Objectives: Students will use information they have learned to form an opinion on the Iditarod. 

Materials: 
1. Writing Journals
2. Pencil
3. Musher Journals
4. Iditarod web site (Iditarod.com) 
5. Computers
6. Iditarod Stationary/ Book Cover


Procedure: 
The students will retrieve their musher journals and writing journals and d their research to complete their opinion piece about their musher. (10 Min)  


Activity:
 The students will retrieve their musher journals and writing journals to complete their opinion piece on the Iditarod. Would they like to take part in the Iditarod why or why not? They will write their rough draft in their writing journals. They will edit their rough draft with the use of peer partners and teacher. They will then compete final draft on Iditarod stationary.  (40 min)

Closure:
The student will share their final opinion piece on their musher with their peer partner and construct their Iditarod Book. (20 min) 

Assessment: The students writing piece will be graded compared to the writing rubric. (10 min) 
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                                  Final Rubric Idiatord Writing Project

	
 

Opinion Piece: 
The Journey 


	Presentation
10 points
	COPS/ 10 points
	5 sentence min/ 10 points
	Editing Notes/10 points
	Final Copy /10 points

	Informational Piece : The Musher

	
	
	
	
	

	Opinion Piece: Would I race the Iditarod? 
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Topic Sentence: _______________________________________________________________ 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Name:______________________________________________ Date: _______________________ 



 
 



(1) ___________________________________________________________________________________ 



______________________________________________________________________________________ 



 
(2) ___________________________________________________________________________________ 



______________________________________________________________________________________ 



______________________________________________________________________________________ 



 



(3) ____________________________________________________________________________ 



_____________________________________________________________________________ 



 
Conclusion: __________________________________________________________________ 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