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[bookmark: _GoBack]Reading is the basis to succeeding in life.  Individuals need to read things every day and in order to do that later in life we must build successful readers at a young age.  Third grade is a big shift in learning to read and reading to learn.  The Common Core State Standards have put a heavy focus on deeper thinking within Reading.  Third graders are required to read fluently to help comprehend complex texts, more specifically informational texts.  According to Hiebert (2012),”To read proficiently at third grade means that students read many informational texts, and write responses to what they read-all prominent recommendations in the CCSS”(p. 27).    There are still students who are not fluent readers and now they are being faced with reading and comprehending more complex texts.  
The curriculum of third grade uses the basis of first and second and dives deeper. There is also more of a focus on reading and comprehending informational texts.  According to Dymock & Nicholson (1999), “Many students experience problems comprehending expository text. There are many reasons for this, one being that they can’t see the basic structure of text” (as cited in Dymock, 2005, p.177).  Students are expected to come into third grade knowing how to read fluently and have basic comprehension skills.  Although there are standards for teaching informational texts in earlier grades, typically students struggle with comprehending these more so than literary texts, due to the structure being significantly different.
The purpose of this instructional plan is to continue to teach students to read and give them the skills they need to comprehend texts.  The informational text standards begin with an explicit teaching of the structures found in informational texts that students will read.  Sweet & Snow (2003) found that “Expository text structure awareness is one reading comprehension strategy that should be explicitly and systematically taught” (as cited in Dymock, 2005, p.177).   They learn how to utilize text features to better their understanding.  As students go throughout the course the text levels become increasingly difficult along with the tasks they are required to complete adjacent to the text.  By the end of the course, students are able to complete various tasks related to literature and informational texts including explaining how details support the main idea and comparing and contrasting texts.  Many of the activities incorporated in the beginning lessons of the unit are from a behaviorist approach to contextual teaching and learning, due to the direct instruction of text features (Chiarelott, 2006).  As the lessons progress they become more of a blend of behaviorist and constructivist allowing for more inquiry based learning once students have the basic knowledge to build from.  
Through the continuation of this instructional plan the subsequent lessons would be set up more of a direct explanation or model, followed by a guided practice, and then an independent practice.  The lessons in the instructional plan are directed toward, and aligned with, third grade English Language Arts Common Core State Standards.  The lessons are accompanied with how they can be easily adapted for students with learning disabilities or students who need an enrichment.
Unit Learner Outcomes
Reading for Informational Text 
	

RI.3.4-Students will be able to determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 3 topic or subject area. (Comprehension)
· Students will be able to use text features to determine and clarify meaning of words and phrases in informational text. (Comprehension)

RI.3.5-Students will be able to use text features and search tools (e.g., key words, sidebars, hyperlinks) to locate information relevant to a given topic efficiently.
· Students will be able to identify which text features are used to find information within a specific source. (knowledge)
· Students will be able to explain how text features clarify the information in the text. (Synthesis)

Pre Assessment 

Directions: Write the letter of the correct definition on the line next to the word. 
 (
a.Helps the reader understand more about a picture.
b. Words written in darker print or color to show importance.
c. Helps the reader find where chapters begin.
d. Helps the reader identify what is in a picture.
e. Shows geographical representation of an area.
f. Allows the reader to find the page number for a certain topic or subject.
g. Gives the definitions for vocabulary words in the text.
h. The title of a page or article.
i. A picture with labels.
j. Words at the top of a page in alphabetical order reference book
.
)

___ 1. Table of Contents

___ 2. Map 

___ 3. Index

___4. Glossary

___5. Heading

___6. Caption

___7. Bold Print

___8. Label

___9.Guide words

___10. Photograph

___11. Diagram









	 






Lesson Plan 1 
Lesson Outcomes
· Students will be able to identify the different types of nonfiction text features.
· Students will be able to explain the purpose of various types of nonfiction text features.
 Materials
· Computer
· Smartboard 
· Projector
· Elmo document camera
· “Reading Nonfiction” video on www.brainpopjr.com
· Reading Notebook that is used for note taking and interactive pages 
· Reading Notebook notes page
· Pencils
· scissors 
· glue
· paper for exit tickets
Procedures
a. Readiness 5-7 minutes
· Explain to students that over the next few days they will be learning about the different types of nonfiction text features and their purposes.
· Prepare students for learning about nonfiction text features by showing the short video “Reading Nonfiction” located on www.brainpopjr.com
· Have students be active listeners by asking them to listen for the different types of text features discussed in the video.

b. Focus of the Lesson 20-30 minutes
· Ask students to brain storm a list of text features that were talked about in the video.  Write these down on a blank Notebook file on the Smartboard. Add any that students missed.
· Explain to students that knowing the use for all of these will help them read and comprehend nonfiction texts easier.
· Have students take out their Reading Notebooks.
· Using the Elmo document camera and the teacher version of the Reading Notebook have students turn to the next blank page in their book.
· Pass out the reading notebook page where students will take notes and then glue the page in their notebook to refer to.
· The teacher will have their example of the reading notebook page under the Elmo camera for the class to see.
· Walk through each text feature and have students help brainstorm a definition for the text feature.
· After writing the definition, as a class decide what it would look like and draw an example.
· 
c. Closure 2-5 minutes
· Key questions: 
· What are nonfiction text features? 
· What are nonfiction text features used for?
· What are some types of nonfiction text features?
· Exit ticket- Have students name 2 text features and what they are.
d. Assessment 
· Observation of understanding during discussion of what types of text features were listed in the video.
· Exit ticket where students will name 2 text features they learned about and what they are.

Differentiation
· If appropriate the teacher can preprint the definition of the text features beside the word so it is easier for students to follow along with the rest of the class.
Reading Notebook Page 
	Text Feature
	What it is 
	What it looks like 

	Table of Contents 
	
	

	Index
	
	

	Glossary
	
	

	Heading 
	
	

	Caption
	
	

	Label
	
	

	Bold Print
	
	

	Photograph
	
	

	Diagram
	
	


Lesson Plan 2
Lesson Outcomes
· Students will be able to locate and identify non-fiction text features.
· Students will be able to explain how the text feature helps the reader better understand the text.
Materials
· Computer
· Projector
· Elmo document camera
· Non-Fiction Text Features Rap https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8D6cq_-mV90
· Storytown Basal
· Nonfiction Text Features Checklist
· Pencil
Procedures
a. Readiness 2-5 minutes
· “Who remembers what we began to learn about yesterday?” (non-fiction text features)
· Explain that you are going to show a short video of a song that a class made about non-fiction text features and explain why they are important
· Pull up and show the YouTube video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8D6cq_-mV90

b. Focus of the Lesson 25-35 minutes
· Have students take out their Storytown Basal and turn to”Spiders and Their Webs” page 328 and 329.
· Tell students that while they read today we will be going on a little scavenger hunt.
· Under the Elmo camera show students the non-fiction text features checklist.  
· Tell students that while we read we will be checking to see if we can find any of these features and then explain how they helped us better understand what we were reading.
· Pass out the checklist to each student.
· Begin reading (either chorally, calling volunteers, or playing the cd that accompanies the book).
· These are a few Non-fiction text features and pages:
· p. 330, 332, 335, 336, 339, 340, 343 heading
· p.331 and subsequent pages, photographs of spiders and webs; also accompanied with drawing discuss why the illustrator might do that.
· p.331,335, 340 bold words
· p.332, 335, 336, 339, 340 did you know caption
· p.333, 334, 337, 338, 341  call out box Spider Facts
a. After reading go through the list of text features that you saw.  As a class go through and decide/talk about how/what that text feature helped them better understand.
c. Closure 10-15 minutes
· Key questions:
·  What types of text features did we see? 
· Did we see every type of text feature that we have learned about? 
· Why do you think we didn’t see every type of text feature?
· Exit ticket- Why are non-fiction text features important?
d. Assessment 
a. Correct completion of non-fiction text features checklist.
b. Correct response to answer ticket question

Non-Fiction text features checklist
	Text Feature Type 
	Located in the text? 
	How did it help us understand the text?

	Table of Contents 
	
	

	Index
	
	

	Glossary
	
	

	Heading 
	
	

	Caption
	
	

	Label
	
	

	Bold Print
	
	

	Photograph
	
	

	Diagram
	
	

	Map 
	
	

	Guide words
	
	



Lesson Plan 3
Lesson Outcomes
· Students will be able to identify the different types of nonfiction text features in a nonfiction text.
· Students will be able to correctly match an example of a text feature with the appropriate name of the text feature.
 Materials
· Computer
· Projector
· Elmo document camera
· Old Scholastic News magazines
· Large pieces of construction paper
· scissors
· glue
· crayons, colored pencils, markers
· pencil
· Scavenger hunt page
· Lesson plan idea modified from Connell (2013) http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/top-teaching/2013/04/navigating-nonfiction-text-common-core-classroom-part-1

Procedures
a. Readiness 5-7 minutes
· Review the previous day’s lesson.
· “What are nonfiction text features?”
· “Why are nonfiction text features important?”
· Explain that today students (with some assistance from the teacher) are going to be going on a nonfiction text features scavenger hunt with a partner.

b. Focus of the Lesson 20-30 minutes
· Using the Elmo show students a finished product that was completed by the teacher.  
· Explain that each pair will be getting 2 Scholastic News magazines, a large piece of construction paper, and nonfiction text feature labels.
· Explain that they will be finding an example of each type of text feature listed.  
· Explain that between the two Scholastic News Magazines they should be able to find an example of all of the non-fiction text feature labels.
· They will then cut it out and glue it along with the label to their construction paper.
· Assign partners based on ability level (higher student with a lower student)
· Pass out construction paper, nonfiction text feature labels, and 2 Scholastic News Magazines to each pair of students.
· Allow students to work with their partner, while circulating answering questions and assisting where needed.
c. Closure 2-5 minutes
· Review text features.
· Key questions: What are nonfiction text features? 
· What are some types of nonfiction text features?
· How do the different nonfiction text features help the reader?
d. Assessment 
· Correct placement of nonfiction text feature label and example from Scholastic News on poster.

Differentiation/Enrichment
· The students will be placed in partners of varying ability levels.  This will help the higher ability students teach the lower ability students.  The lower ability students can have more meaningful knowledge when taught by a peer.

Non-Fiction Scavenger Hunt Labels
 (
Map
) (
Glossary
) (
Table of Contents
)
 (
Chart
) (
Graph
) (
Diagram with Labels
) (
Photograph with Caption
) (
Bold Words
) (
Index
) (
Heading
)
Lesson Plan 4
Lesson Outcomes
· Students will be able to define a specific non-fiction text feature.
· Students will be able to locate an example of a specific non-fiction text feature.
· Students will be able to explain the purpose of a specific non-fiction text feature.
Materials
· Computer
· Projector
· Elmo document camera
· Poster outline
· Chrome books
· Email students digital copy of poster outline
· pencil
· Lesson plan idea modified from Connell (2013) http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/top-teaching/2013/04/navigating-nonfiction-text-common-core-classroom-part-1

Procedures
a. Readiness 2-4 minutes
· Discuss advertisements and the purpose of them.  
· Explain that they will be creating a poster that will advertise a non-fiction text feature of their choice.

b. Focus of the Lesson 20-30 minutes
· Using the Elmo show students an outline of what their poster will look like. 
· Pass out the poster outline papers.
· Walk students through filling out their text features poster outline.
· Check to make sure that they are accurate and have correct spelling.
· Pass out the Chrome books and have students log in 
· Have the students open their email with the attachment.
· Have them open the attachment
· Explain they will be filling in the information from their rough draft poster outline onto the poster outline on the computer.
· When everyone has typed their outline have students find a picture example of their text feature on clip art or the internet.
· Assist as needed with inserting the photo into the document.
· Have students print their posters
c. Closure 2-5 minutes
· Have volunteers share their posters with the class.
· Review text features.
· Key questions: What is your nonfiction text feature? 
· How does your nonfiction text feature help the reader?
d. Assessment 
· Correct definition and example on poster of the non-fiction text feature.

Differentiation/Enrichment
Differentiation- assign students an easier text feature to locate and define as opposed to letting them choose. 
Enrichment- have students find their text feature in a book and share it with the class.
Post Assessment 
Directions: Use your Harcourt Science Textbook to answer the following questions.

1. Find the table of contents.  What page is it on? ________________________

2.  What is the purpose of the table of contents? ______________________________________________________________________________

3. Write down one heading and the page number you found it on. 
______________________________________________________________________________

4. Find a word in bold print. Write the word. ____________________________________

5.  Why do you think this word is in bold print? 
______________________________________________________________________________

6. Find a photograph with a caption. Write down the caption.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. What key information did the caption give you? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. Find the glossary. Write the page number you found it on. ________________________
9. What information would the glossary give you?  
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
10. Look up a topic of your choice in the index. Write the topic name and page number(s) you would find it on.
_________________________________________________________________________
11. Find a diagram. What page number is it on? _______________________________
12. What information does the diagram give you? ________________________________
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